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The BOOK OF  REVELATION
—God’s Plan for the Future—

In this handout, I’m attempting to organize the material of the book of Revelation in 
chronological order. Such an order generally exists. However, there are chapters and 
sections that aren’t part of that chronology. These sections or interludes provide the 
reader with important truth that increases understanding of God’s future program. For 
those believers that come to faith after the rapture, the content of Revelation will par-
ticularly foster understanding of the times and events that they are living. It will protect 
the believers from being deceived by Satan and will provide encouragement during 
the dark days of tribulation. Most of this handout focuses on Revelation 6-19, an event 
known as the Tribulation Period.

I. Introduction:
(Matthew 24:15-22)  “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him 
understand:) {16} Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: {17} Let 
him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: {18} 
Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. {19} And woe unto 
them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! {20} But pray ye 
that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: {21} For then shall be 
great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor 
ever shall be. {22} And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.”

A. Past Tribulations

Did you catch that phrase? The greatest tribulation of the world is yet to come. This 
world has known some terrible tribulation:

1.	 Noah’s	flood
2.  The Jewish holocaust at the hands of Nazi Germany and its fuhrer Adolph 

Hitler
3. Joseph Stalin’s mass murder of 20+ million of his countrymen
4.  Pol Pot’s destruction of 25 percent of Cambodia’s population from 

starvation, overwork and executions
5. Idi Amin’s ethnic cleansing of Uganda (100,00-500,000 dead)
6. Mt. Vesuvius’s eruption
7.  230,000 dead from the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami 

B. Furture Tribulation

The Tribulation period will dwarf these horrors. The Tribulation spoken of in the Bible 
is a period of 7 years (Daniel’s 70th week) during which God will pour out His righ-
teous judgments on a world that is bent on rejecting Him. Mankind has laughed at God, 
mocked	God,	shaken	his	fist	at	God,	denied	God’s	existence,	persecuted	God’s	people,	
worshiped false gods, questioned God’s holy character, blamed God for the evil that 
exists, and cursed God for every undesirable event. A California group called “The 
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Beautiful Mutants” once declared war on God, Christianity, Christians, and Christian 
churches. They said God did a lousy job with this world and was incapable of running 
it. Man has mocked God with his words, through print (magazines, books, periodicals), 
through movies, through art, and numerous other ways.  One day God will step back 
into the picture in a supernatural way and make man account for his actions. Sinful man 
will be confronted by a holy God, and what a terrifying day that will be. What words 
does God use to describe it? Here are ten of the graphic words the Bible referencing the 
Tribulation: wrath, judgment, indignation, trial, trouble, destruction, darkness, desola-
tion, overturning, and punishment. 

C. Why is the Tribulation is coming?

1.  To prepare Israel through mass evangelism to receive her Messiah. 144,000 
Jewish evangelists will get saved in the Tribulation and then travel the 
world bearing the gospel.

2.  To bring to end the Gentile world powers and prepare for the establishment 
of the Messiah’s kingdom.

3.  To defeat Satan and his unholy trinity, and to punish sin that leavens 
mankind. 

What is going to happen? Let’s examine The Revelation and see an overview of this 
7-year period.

II. Revelation 4-5
Chapter four begins the future events in the book of Revelation. Revelation is one of 
the	most	sequence-oriented	books	in	the	Bible.	Chapters	four	and	five	sequence	events	
in heaven preparatory to the Tribulation. The setting is the throne of God in heaven.

A. The Throne in Heaven (4:1-11)

The apostle John was caught up to heaven and saw God the Fa-
ther on His throne. John tells us what he saw… “on the throne” 
(verse 2), “round about the throne” (verses 3, 4, 6), “out of the 
throne” (verse 5), “before the throne” (verses 5, 6). 

B. The Scroll in Heaven (5:1-14)

John is still in heaven by the throne of God. God has a seven-
sealed scroll in His hand. No one was worthy to open the seals, 
until search was made and the Messiah, Jesus Christ, was found. 

III. Revelation 6
The scene now shifts from future events in heaven to future events on 
earth. Chapters 6 through 19 deal with the saving and judging work of 
Jesus Christ. It chronicles a series of judgments called the seal judgments, the trumpet 
judgments, and the bowl judgments. These judgments are sequential and telescope out 
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one from another. When the seventh seal is broken then the trumpet judgments begin. 
When the seventh trumpet is sounded then the bowl judgments begin. The bowl judg-
ments are the end of God’s wrath in the Tribulation. The Tribulation period progresses 
as these three series of judgments unfold one after another. Occasionally the Apostle 
John will pause to include additional and important information. The Tribulation does 
not begin with a great fury, as a tornado destroying everything in its path; it emerges 
gradually and increases in intensity. 

A. The Seal Judgments (6:1-17)

In	each	of	the	first	four	seals,	a	horse	and	a	rider	are	released.	These	first	four	judg-
ments deal primarily with earth and emphasize man’s power of 
self-destruction. God allows man to destroy himself.

1. First seal: the white horse of peace (6:1-2). The white 
horse rider in 6:2 is the Antichrist. He has a bow but 
no arrows, that is, the Antichrist will come as a man 
of peace. He wears a victor’s crown, won through 
negotiating peace treaties. He makes a covenant with 
Israel (Daniel 9:27).
Mankind is Ripe for a World-leader. The world wants 
peace and a leader who can promise to deliver it. Man 
knows he may not survive another world war with the 
existence of nuclear and biological weapons. Environmental and economic 
problems, poverty, nations stockpiling weapons to protect themselves from 
other nations, countries developing nuclear technology….problems are 
mounting. A leader is needed!

2. Second seal: the red horse of war (6:3). Red speaks of war and bloodshed. 
The real intent of the Antichrist is being revealed – not peace, but war. The 

Antichrist has the power to take peace from the 
earth.	The	great	sword	signifies	many	powerful	
weapons of war.

3. Third seal: the black horse of famine (6:5-
6). Black is the color of death and mourning. 
Economic disaster begins on earth. A measure 
of wheat (one meal) for a penny (day’s wage); 
three measures of barley (three meals, usually 
for livestock except during famine 
times) for a penny (day’s wage) – 
this	speaks	of	uncontrolled	inflation,	

followed by famine. This is due to the money being sucked out 
of the economy for the war effort.

4. Fourth seal: the pale horse of death (6:7-8). When Jesus opens 
the fourth seal, death comes. The rider is on a pale horse, literally 
“pale green,” the color of rotting meat. Death was followed by 
hell; they are inseparable companions. For the unsaved, hell 
always follows death. For the believer heaven follows death.
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5.	 Fifth	seal:	martyrdom	(6:9-11).	With	the	opening	of	the	fifth	seal	the	focus	
switches from the death of unbelievers to the death of believers. The focus 
is not on earth but on heaven. These are martyred Tribulation saints, slain 
for the Word of God and for their testimony.

6. Sixth seal: physical disturbances (6:12-17). The opening of the sixth seal 
results in several catastrophic events: 1) A great earthquake, 2) the sun 
becomes black, 3) the moon becomes as blood, 4) the stars of heaven fall 
to the earth (the word stars can also be translated meteors – this could be 
a great meteor shower), 5) the heavens depart as a scroll when it is rolled 
together	(perhaps	God	rolls	back	the	first	heaven	and	gives	man	a	glimpse	
of God on the throne, or this could seem to be another indication of a 
coming nuclear war because during a nuclear blast the wind is rapidly 
pushed out for several miles, creating a vacuum at the center of the blast 
site, the suddenly this wind rushes violently back into the vacuum. The sky 
actually rolls up on itself.), 6) every mountain and island are moved (this 
explosion will be so great it will cause every mountain and island on earth 
to move).

B. What is the Result of the Seal Judgments?

There will be worldwide panic! Regardless of one’s station in life, everyone panics 
and	flees.	They	attempt	to	hide;	they	want	death.	They	acknowledge	that	God	exists	
and	that	He	is	mad!	Do	they	repent	and	flee	to	God?	No.	They	turn	from	Him	and	
hope that somehow they can escape. There is no escape; therefore chapter 6 ends 
with “who shall be able to stand?”

—PAUSE—
An Interlude Between the 6th and 7th Seal (6:17–8:1)

II. Revelation 7—An Interlude
John pauses to assure us that the Tribulation is not simply a time of judgment but also of 
great salvation. Chapter 7 also answers the question that closes chapter 6, “Who shall be 
able to stand” the wrath of God? Two groups will survive the fury of divine judgment.

A. 144,000 Jewish evangelists (7:7-8)

In the midst of the gloom and doom God gives a ray of light. He is going to stop 
the destruction long enough to seal His special servants—the 144,000 Jewish 
messengers. They receive a special seal upon their foreheads so they can’t be hurt. 
They are evangelists that spread the gospel around the world so multitudes come to 
Christ in the greatest revival ever. Jesus said, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end 
come” (Matthew 24:14).

The Wrath of the 
Lamb
We don’t usually as-
sociate wrath with 
the word lamb. A lamb 
is among the meekest 
and most gentle of 
God’s animals. It is a 
symbol of gentleness. 
Jesus Christ is called 
the Lamb of God, and 
He is the lamb re-
ferred to here. When 
the grace of the Lamb 
is exhausted man will 
face His wrath and 
fury. Jesus Christ 
will either be his 
Savior or his Judge! 
If he rejects God’s 
mercy he will face 
God’s justice and 
wrath. 
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B. A great multitude of martyred believers (7:9-17)

Revelation 7:9  After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;

 
These came to faith in Christ through the witness of the 144,000. Though martyred, 
they escaped God’s wrath through faith and rejoice around the throne of God.

—UNPAUSE—

The chronological flow resumes...
The Seventh Seal

This seal contains within it all the remaining judgments 
of the time of the great tribulation, including the trum-
pet and bowl judgments. They telescope out sequen-
tially	and	take	place	over	an	indefinite	period	of	time.	
Whereas	the	effects	of	the	fifth	trumpet	last	five	months,	
the exact timetable of the trumpet and bowl judgments is 
not revealed. Their escalating devastation indicates that 
they all occur during the last half of the Tribulation. So 
when the seventh seal is broken, the trumpet judgments 
emerge.

Seal Judgments

Trumpet Judgments

THE GREAT TRIBULATION BEGINS
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Revelation 12

Chapter 12 is special. It is an “inset box” 
to give us necessary information about 
past and future events concerning Christ, 
Israel, and Satan. This chapter helps 
you understand God’s fulfillment of His 
promises to Israel. It lets you see the 
conflict of the ages. You can summarize 
chapter 12 with one word – WAR! (12:1-17).

PAST...

A. Characteristics of War: Phase 1 
(12:1-6)

The woman is Israel who is giving birth 
to a son, Jesus Christ. The dragon (12:3, 
9) is Satan. The symbolism of the seven 
heads and ten horns connects Satan with 
the Antichrist and his governments. There 
was a war in heaven, Satan and a third of 
the angels (stars), fighting against God. 
Satan lost the battle and was cast out of 
heaven (12:4), along with the rebellious 
angels who chose to follow him. Two thirds 
of the angels chose to continue to follow 
God. No longer is heaven the permanent 
dwelling place of Satan. Satan attempts 
to destroy Christ from the moment of His 
birth (12:4). This conflict is a theme woven 
throughout the Scriptures. A great elapse of 
time occurs between verses 5 and 6. Verse 
5 ends with Christ’s ascension into heaven. 

FUTURE...2nd half of Tribulation

Verse 6 describes the nation Israel 
fleeing from the presence of the Antichrist 
(already 2,000 later). This time falls 
between the first and second coming of 
Christ. Comparing verse 6 with verses 
13-17 of the same chapter identifies this as 
the Tribulation time.

FUTURE...Middle of Tribulation

B. War in Heaven (12:7-12)

Michael the archangel and his angels fight 
against Satan and his angels. Satan is cast 
out of heaven. This is a future battle and will 
take place in the middle of the Tribulation. 

FUTURE...2nd half of Tribulation

Satan responds by unleashing his wrath 
on Israel because his time is short!

C. War on Earth: Phase 2 (12:13-17)

Satan can’t devour Christ, so he attacks 
the children of God—Israel. Israel flees into 
the wilderness to a place prepared for her 
by God. Israel flees for 3½ years, the last 
half of the Tribulation. Jesus Christ warned 
the Israelites about this time and told them 
to flee into the mountains (Matthew 24:16). 
God miraculously saves Israel (12:16)—
perhaps an earthquake swallows up the 
Antichrist’s armies. This angers Satan and 
he now turns to war against the “remnant 
of her seed” (v.17). This must refer to the 
144,000 who have been saved and sealed 
for protection throughout the Tribulation 
(could also refer to Gentile believers). 

Middle of Tribulation

THE GREAT TRIBULATION BEGINS

III. Revelation 8-9
After the interlude of chapter 7 the drama of the opening of the seven 
seals continues. Chapter 7 will not interrupt the opening of the seals; 
it was just some parenthetical thoughts for our understanding. Chap-
ter 6 ended with the results of the sixth seal and chapter 8 begins with 
the opening of the seventh seal. The seventh seal is seven trumpet 
judgments.

A. First Trumpet: the Earth Smitten (Hail, Fire, and Blood) 
(8:1-6)

These are hurled to earth. 1/3 of the trees and all the green grass are 
burned up. This is an ecological nightmare.

Vulnerable Earth —When fragments of the comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 
slammed into Jupiter in July 1994 it grabbed the attention of the en-
tire world. There were enormous explosions, hundreds of times more 
powerful than all the earth’s nuclear warheads. Nearly two-dozen 
mountain-size chunks of this comet hit with such force that it made 
2,000-mile-high	fireballs.	It	made	scientists	realize	just	how	vulner-
able our planet is to a similar occurrence.

B. Second Trumpet: the Sea Smitten (8:8-9)

A	fiery	mountain-like	object	will	splash	into	the	sea	turning	a	third	of	
it to blood, killing a third of the marine life, and destroying a third of 
the world’s ships.

Chunks in Space—Astronomers have revealed new evidence that our 
solar system is encircled by a 90 billion-mile-wide, disk-like cloud 
of at least 200 million mountainous chunks of dirt and ice, some of 
which occasionally come hurtling through the solar system as starry-
tailed comets. Astronomers are forecasting a meteorite storm be-
tween 1997 and 2001 that will produce more than 250,000 meteorites 
in one evening.

C. Third Trumpet: the Waters Smitten (8:10-11)

A star (meteor) strikes earth and contaminates a third of the fresh wa-
ter. The star’s name is Wormwood, a bitter herb in the Bible. Many 
people die from drinking the contaminated water.
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D. Fourth Trumpet: the Heavens Smitten (8:12-13)

The heavenly bodies (sun, moon, and stars) are smitten and the light from them is 
diminished by a third. Perhaps this will be a nuclear winter brought on by smoke, 
dirt, and debris being hurled into the atmosphere.

God	dispatches	an	angel	to	fly	through	the	sky	and	shout	“Woes”	to	the	inhabitants	
of earth because of the next three judgments. This will doubtless instill great fear in 
man!

E. Fifth Trumpet: Men Smitten (9:1-12)

Locust type demons emerge from the bottomless pit. They are sent forth to torment 
by stinging like scorpions …with these limitations:

1. They cannot hurt any green vegetation (that which is left is absolutely 
critical to sustain life on earth).

2. They cannot hurt those men with the seal of God in their foreheads (the 
144,000 Jews).

3. They cannot kill anyone.

4.	 They	cannot	torment	mankind	beyond	five	months.

5.	 This	first	woe	(fifth	trumpet)	is	past	(9:12).

F. Sixth Trumpet: Men Killed (9:13-21)

Four fallen angels who have been bound in the Euphrates River are set free. Their 
release	turns	loose	a	flood	tide	of	destruction	on	earth.	They	kill	a	third	of	mankind!

Death of Mankind

•	 ¼ of mankind die when the fourth seal is opened (Rev. 6:8).

•	 ⅓	of	the	remainder	will	die	when	the	sixth	trumpet	sounds	(Rev.	9:15-18).

•	 An unknown number will die from war, natural disasters, and contaminated 
water. This is well over half of earth’s population!

—PAUSE—
An Interlude Between the 6th and 7th Trumpet

III. Revelation 10-11:14—An Interlude
Before the seventh trumpet sounds there will be another interlude (Rev. 10–11:14) just 
as there was between the sixth and seventh seal judgment and as there will be between 
the sixth and seventh bowl judgment. These interludes encourage God’s people in 
the midst of the fury and horror of divine judgment. At these times God comforts His 
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people with the knowledge that He has not forgotten them, and that they will ultimately 
be victorious.

A. The Interlude’s First Half (the angel and the little roll)

An angel comes to the Apostle John from God with a little book and with an an-
nouncement. The announcement is “…that there should be time no longer” (10:6), 
that	is,	there	will	be	no	more	delay.	God	will	finally	answer	the	prayers	of	the	mar-
tyred Tribulation saints for justice. To the believers on earth who have been run-
ning, hiding, and waiting, these words will mean they will no longer have to wait 
for God to move against the wicked. To the unbelievers on earth, that will mean 
God	is	now	going	to	fulfill	His	wrath	with	no	more	delay—a	message	of	comfort	
for	the	saved	and	terror	for	the	lost.	In	a	moment,	the	awesome,	final	judgments	of	
God will start falling and nothing will stop them.

John is instructed to eat the little book, that is, to assimilate it, take it in, and take 
it to heart. John was to absorb the contents of the book. It would be initially sweet, 
but would then become bitter. Learning God’s plans for a great future is sweet and 
enjoyable, but then to stop and think of what it is going to cost to get there, to un-
derstand the reality of the judgments coming, it becomes sickening.

B. The Interlude’s Second Half (the two witnesses)

Chapter 11 reveals that God will raise up two witnesses who will testify for Him in 
Jerusalem for 1,260 days (3½ years). 

C. The Temple (11:1-2)

According	to	Daniel,	during	the	Tribulation	period	the	Jews	will	be	sacrificing	in	
their Temple. Therefore, it must be rebuilt before or at the outset of this 7-year pe-
riod. John is to measure the temple of God and those that worship in it. Obviously 
this is not to determine sizes. In the Old Testament God sometimes marks things 
out for destruction (2 Sam. 8:2; 2 Kings 21:13; Isa. 28:17; Amos 7:7-9). Perhaps 
this	is	a	marking	out	for	protection	of	God’s	people.	The	temple	court	is	specifically	
not to be measured for it is given to the Gentiles (heathen) who shall tread it under 
foot for 3½ years. This corresponds to the last half of the Tribulation period and the 
overtly evil actions of the Antichrist against Israel.

D. Current Preparations

Work goes on to breed the red heifer and to prepare the implements, furniture, and 
clothing needed to worship in the Temple. The yeshivas (Jewish educational institu-
tions focusing on study of ancient religious texts) on Mt. Moriah are training priests 
and	Levites	for	resuming	sacrificial	worship.	Other	yeshivas	are	weaving	priest’s	
clothing out of pure linen, while silversmiths and metal workers fashion vessels for 
the Temple, and musical instruments are made to announce the Messiah’s appear-
ance. According to Numbers 19, the blood of a red heifer, without spot or blemish, 
must	be	sprinkled	in	front	of	the	Temple	before	God	will	accept	a	sacrifice	there.

The idea of rebuilding the Temple on the Temple Mount is volatile and unthinkable 
in today’s political climate. The Temple Mount currently is home to one of Islam’s 
most sacred mosques, the Dome of the Rock. Clashes between Jews and Arabs over 
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this piece of holy ground have been numerous and bloody. Within 48 hours of the 
Hasmonean Tunnel’s opening in 1996, Yassar Arafat urged the Arab League to issue 
a declaration claiming the opening to be “part of an Israeli Zionist plot to destroy the 
Aqsa Mosque and set up the Temple of Solomon.”  The simple opening of the tunnel 
led to riots which claimed the lives of 100 Palestinian Arabs and 15 Israelis.

Though not possible today, during the beginning of the Tribulation period under 
the protection of the Antichrist (Daniel 9:24-27), the Jews rebuild their Temple. It 
is	difficult	to	see	how	it	could	be	rebuilt	prior	to	that	time,	certainly	not	in	today’s	
political climate. 

E. The Two Witnesses (11:3-19)

1. God uses two witnesses to prophesy against the world’s sin and 
blasphemy for 1,260 days—the last 3½ years of the Tribulation 
period. They preach God’s judgment on the wicked world and 
proclaim the gospel as they call men to repentance.

2. Their identity is unknown, but many Bible scholars believe them 
to be Moses and Elijah for several reasons.
a. The miracles they perform are similar to Moses’ and Elijah’s.
b. Jewish tradition expected Moses and Elijah to return in the future.
c.	 Moses	and	Elijah	both	appeared	with	Christ	at	His	transfiguration,	the	

preview of the Second Coming (Matt. 17:3).
d. Both left earth in unusual ways.

3. During this same 3½ year period, God will shelter many Israelites in a 
place He has prepared for them in the wilderness. Many Jews will follow 
Jesus’	warning	to	flee	to	safety	(Matt.	24:16-18);	the	rest	who	remain	will	
face terrible persecution from the forces of the Antichrist. At that time God 
will bring salvation to Israel through the two witnesses. 

4. The two beasts, the Antichrist and the False Prophet, will hate the two 
witnesses and their ministry of rebuke to their world government, social 
principles, economic system, and religion. Perhaps the Antichrist will be 
jealous of the witnesses’ many converts. He throws the force of his power 
against	them	and	kills	them.	This	can	only	happen	because	God	is	finished	
with them; they have completed their ministry.

5. Tormented people celebrate the death of the witnesses (“Happy Dead 
Witnesses Day”) whom they hate for the judgments which they bring (death, 
drought, water to blood, contaminated water supply, crop devastation, etc.). 
But the celebration is cut short as the witnesses are given life by God and 
translated to heaven before man’s eyes! Fear strikes (11:11)!

3. Punctuating their resurrection and ascension, a great earthquake occurs that 
kills 7,000 in Jerusalem (11:13).
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4.	 Many	Jews	finally	turn	to	God	(11:13).

5. This is the second woe and ends the sixth trumpet judgment (11:14; cf. 
9:12).

—UNPAUSE—

The chronological flow resumes...

IV. Revelation 11:15-19 

Seventh Trumpet (11:15-19)

The	seventh	trumpet	marks	a	significant	milestone	in	the	book	of	Revelation.	It	
announces the end of the Tribulation and the establishment of Christ’s rule on earth. 
Things now move quickly through the remainder of the judgments (the bowl judg-
ments) to the establishment of Christ’s kingdom. 

A. Heaven’s announcement (vv. 15-17)

1. When this trumpet sounds, a great host in heaven announces what is 
coming. Just ahead is Armageddon, disposing of the Antichrist, False 
Prophet, and Satan, and the beginning of the Millennial Kingdom.

2.	 The	four	and	twenty	elders	(representatives	of	the	glorified,	raptured	
Church) worship and give praise to God. They are eager for Christ’s 
kingdom to come and for Him to take back what is rightfully His.

B. Man’s reaction (v. 18)

How	does	mankind	respond	to	heaven’s	announcement?	Defiance	and	rage!	This	
isn’t	a	quick	flare	up	of	temper;	it	is	a	deep-seated,	burning	resentment	against	
God.  The nations are angry over God’s justice, angry over their own judgment, and 
angry	over	the	saints	being	rewarded!	Eventually	they	will	assemble	armies	to	fight	
God (Rev. 16:14, 16; 20:8-9). God will destroy those who have polluted the earth 
with their sin.

C. God’s response to man’s reaction (v. 19)

The message of the seventh trumpet is that Jesus Christ is the sovereign King. He 
will take the rule of the earth away from Satan and human rulers. When He returns, 
He will bring covenant blessings to teh redeemed, but eternal judgment to those 
who reject Him. Verse 19 pictures the opened temple in heaven and the ark of the 
covenant in full view—symbolizing God’s communion with the redeemed. There 
was also lightnings, voices, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail—symboliz-
ing judgment on unbelievers. Heaven is the source of vengeance on unbelievers, as 
well as covenant blessings for the redeemed.
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D. Judgments of the Seventh Trumpet

Although the seventh trumpet sounds in Rev. 11:15, the judgments telescoping out 
from it are not described until chapter 15. The intervening chapters (Rev. 12-14) are 
a	digression	from	the	chronological	flow	and	focus	on	the	ultimate	human	usurper,	
the	final	Antichrist,	whose	career	spans	the	same	time	period	as	the	seal	and	trum-
pet judgments.

—PAUSE—
—An Interlude Before the Judgments of the Seventh Trumpet—

V. Revelation 13—Meet the Antichrist and False Prophet
Revelation 12 reveals the beginning of Satan’s long war with Christ and Israel. Chap-
ter 13 records that long war’s culmination, and gives detailed information about the 
methods Satan uses in the end times. Chapter 13 does not progress the chronology of 
the book of Revelation; it is an interlude introducing the unholy trinity—Satan, the 
Antichrist, and the False Prophet. 

 

This will be Satan’s last and greatest attempt to deceive the people of earth. Chapter 13 divides 
as follows: the Antichrist (13:1-10), the False Prophet (13:11-18). Satan will try to prevent 
Jesus Christ from setting up His earthly kingdom by setting up his own under Antichrist.

A. The Antichrist (13:1-10)

Throughout the book of Revelation the activity of the Antichrist is seen, and now he 
is	described	in	a	fuller	way.	The	first	ten	verses	describe	the	Antichrist	and	his	empire.

1.	 He	is	identified	as	a	beast	with	seven	heads,	ten	horns,	and	ten	crowns	on	
the horns (13:1).
a. Beast = a wild and vicious monster of a man
b. The phrase “seven heads and ten horns” refers to a kingdom of ten nations.

(Daniel 7:24)  “And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings 
that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be 
diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings.”

(Revelation 17:12)  “And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten 
kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as 
kings one hour with the beast.”

Holy Trinity vs Unholy Trinity
The Father vs Satan

Christ vs Antichrist
Spirit vs False Prophet
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c. There have been six great empires: Assyria, Egypt, Babylon, Medo-
Persia,	Greece,	and	Rome.	When	John	was	writing	in	90	AD,	five	had	
fallen, and Rome was currently in power.
(Revelation 17:10)  “And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and 
one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must 
continue a short space.”

d. The one that is not yet come is the revived Roman Empire. When the 
Antichrist and his kingdom come, he will “continue a short space,” 
that is, his kingdom will only last for 3½ years during the second half 
of the Tribulation. The Antichrist’s kingdom will be a composite of 
the	empires	that	preceded	it—the	fierce,	consuming	power	of	Babylon	
(lion), the ferocity, strength, and stability of Medo-Persia (bear), the swift 
conquests of Greece (leopard). It will be a powerful empire unparalleled 
in human history. But it will fail.

2. He is resurrected (13:3).
The Antichrist receives a deadly wound and is healed. This may be a coun-
terfeit death and resurrection, but if it is real, Satan can only resurrect the 
Antichrist with God’s permission. This alleged death and resurrection will be 
a counterfeit of Christ’s, staged, as one of the “lying wonders” perpetrated by 
the False Prophet (13:12-15).

3. Satan and the Antichrist are worshipped (13:4).
The Antichrist encourages, yea demands, worship (2 Thess. 2:4). He occu-
pies	the	Temple	displaying	himself	as	God.	The	world	flocks	to	him,	awed	
by his awesome power.

4. He blasphemes God—His name, temple, and children (13:5-6). This 
continues for 3½ years.

5. He makes war with the saints (13:7). The Antichrist overpowers them, and 
they bear the brunt of his murderous fury. There is a worldwide slaughter 
of God’s people (Rev. 6:9-11; 7:9-17; 11:7; 17:6). It was predicted by 
Daniel that this murderous “prince” would “wear out the saints of the 
most High...” (Dan. 7:25).

6. He is worshipped by the unbelievers (13:8), that is, those whose names are 
not written in the Book of Life (the registry of believers). 

B. The False Prophet (13:11-18)

Here is a second beast; he is given the name False Prophet (16:13; 19:20; 20:10) 
and	has	miracle-working	power.	The	False	Prophet	fulfills	a	secondary	role	by	sup-
porting the activity of the Antichrist and causing people to worship the him. The 
False Prophet weds religion to commerce. To get the mark of the beast a person 
must worship the Antichrist. Without the mark he cannot conduct business. That 
mark	is	666	(13:17-18).	He	is	the	final	false	messenger,	Satan’s	last	and	most	pow-
erful lying deceiver.
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The Mark of the Beast = 666

This mark is the false prophet’s plan to enforce the worship of the Antichrist. It was 
common for ancient rulers to mint coinage with their image on them as the legal 
medium of exchange for goods and services. They could control the economy as 
extract taxes. Due to a devastated earth from the judgments of God, food and other 
necessities of life will be strictly controlled and unobtainable for those who refuse 
to receive the mark.

VI.  Revelation 14
This chapter offers tremendous encouragement. The most triumphant group of men in 
the world, these Jewish evangelists, emerge from the worst holocaust in history. They 
survive the Tribulation, triumphant but battle-weary! As to the time element of Revela-
tion 14, we are given a backward glance to the beginning of the Tribulation and for-
ward look to the end of the Tribulation and into the Millennium. Revelation 13 reveals 
to us man’s darkest hours on earth when Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet 
seemingly prevail—call it Hell’s Holiday, but their time will end!

A. The 144,000 (14:1-5)

We were introduced to the 144,000 Jewish messengers in chapter 7. They were 
called	and	sealed	by	God	during	the	first	half	of	the	Tribulation.	The	seal	was	
protection from harm. They are at the end of the Tribulation, on Mount Zion, with 
Christ.

1. The Second Coming has occurred; Armageddon is over. The 144,000 
survived the Tribulation with God’s protection (14:1). This is reminiscent 
of	the	three	Hebrew	children	surviving	the	fiery	furnace.

2. All heaven rejoice and sang with them (14:2-3).

3.	 The	144,000	remained	pure.	They	were	“firstfruits”	which	always	indicates	
that there is more to follow (14:4). Multitudes of believers come out of the 
Tribulation.

4. They are clothed in the righteousness of Christ (14:5); they stand without 
fault before the throne of God.

B. The Three Angels (14:6-11)

Three angels appear (not in sequential or chronological order) to address the activi-
ties that stretch across the Tribulation period. Their messages anticipate the judg-
ments of the seventh trumpet (11:15; 15; 16). 

1. The Everlasting Gospel (14:6-7)—Does God want everybody saved? Yes. Toward 
the	close	of	the	Tribulation,	God	sends	an	angel	flying	through	the	sky	preaching	
the gospel to “every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people” (14:6).

2. Fall of Babylon Announced (14:8)—John now gives us a forward glance to 
the time when Babylon will fall. The details of that fall are given in chapter 
18.	A	second	angel	flies	through	the	air	announcing	the	fall	of	Babylon.

We use two sets 
of symbols, letters 
and numbers. The 
ancient world did 
not do this; they 
used one set of 
symbols to repre-
sent both letters 
and numbers. This 
is called an alpha-
numeric system. 
In such a system, 
every word has a 
numeric value, ev-
ery sentence has a 
numeric value, every 
paragraph has a 
numeric value, etc. 
The same is true 
for every name. Every 
name has a numeric 
value. For example, 
assume A=100, B=101, 
C=102, etc. Calculate 
the number of the 
name HITLER (107+ 
108+ 119+ 111+ 104+ 117 
= 666). Or try this, 
6 is the number of 
man in the Bible, 
so let A=1x6, B=2x6, 
C=3x6, etc. Calcu-
late the number of 
KISSINGER (66+ 
54+ 114+ 114+ 54+ 
84+ 42+ 30+ 108 = 
666). Keep it simple 
and count the num-
ber of letters in the 
name Ronald Wilson 
Reagan; each one 
has 6 letters (666). 
Or take the initials 
of Hubert H. Hum-
phrey (HHH). “H” is 
the 5th letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet. 
HHH is 555—close 
enough! So, whos 
the beast?
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What is Babylon?

“Babylon” is used three ways in prophecy. First, it refers to a literal city on the 
Euphrates River. Second, it refers to a religious system such as found in chapter 17. 
Third, it refers to a political system such as is described in chapter 18. Babylon was 
the area where evil originated. Pagan religions began there and so this city repre-
sents the origin of all anti-God religions.

3.	 Doom	of	the	Beast	Worshipers	(14:9-11)—A	third	angel,	following	the	first	
two,	flies	through	the	air	pronouncing	doom	on	the	people	who	take	the	
mark of the beast.
a. What happens to those who take the mark of the beast? The full fury 

of God’s wrath is poured out upon them (14:9-11). They are tormented 
eternally (14:10-11).

b.	 This	announced	doom	will	take	place	in	the	future	at	the	final	judgment	
of God’s “Great White Throne” (20:11-15).

E. Comfort for the God Worshipers (14:12-13)

God gives words of comfort to believers who are suffering through the Tribulation; 
His word is “patience” (i.e., endure). To those facing death His word is “blessed.” 
Following death is rest and rewards for their works.

F. Harvest of the Unbelievers (14:14-20)

God gives us a preview of the great Battle of Armageddon. Armageddon is actu-
ally	a	campaign	that	culminates	in	a	final	great	battle	in	the	Valley	of	Megiddo.	The	
reference 14:14-20 is to that last battle of the campaign and takes place when 
Jesus returns to earth and defeats the armies of the kings of the earth and of 
the	Antichrist	(19:11-19).	This	passage	pictures	the	final	harvest	of	divine	
wrath in two agricultural motifs: the grain harvest (vv. 14-16) and 
the grape harvest (vv. 17-20).

1. Grain harvest (14:14-16) symbolizes the seven bowl judgments.
a. The reaper is Christ.
b. The harvest is “ripe.” This word literally means “dried up.” The grain 

is	passed	its	usefulness	and	withered.	It	is	fit	only	to	be	gathered	up	and	
burned	with	fire	(Matt.	13:40).

c. This reaping is done matter-of-factly, without fanfare, just the 
execution of divine judgment. Sad news for God who created man to 
fellowship with. Like a parent burying a child. 

d. The details of this judgment are unfolded in Revelation 16—the bowl 
judgments.

2. Grape harvest (14:17-20) is the battle of Armageddon.

a. The reaper is an holy angel coming from the temple in heaven to assist 
Christ	in	the	final	judgments.	Another	angel,	which	had	power	over	fire,	
comes from the altar and cries to the other to reap. It is believed that this 
second angel coming out from the altar is associated with the prayers of the 
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saints. Their prayers are about to be answered.

b. The reaping is catastrophic! Those that survived the bowl judgments are 
gathered like a cluster of grapes and thrown into the great winepress of 
the	wrath	of	God.	The	horrifying	bloodbath	is	staggering—blood	flowing	
up to the horses bridle (four feet deep) for a distance of 200 miles! This 
is probably hyperbole, yet the blood will splatter into the air profusely 
along the whole length of the battle front. Perhaps it will mingle with the 
streambeds	and	flow	red	with	the	water	carrying	the	blood	of	the	millions	
who	engage	in	this	battle	as	the	armies	of	the	world	fight	there.

Is God Harsh?

Remember	this…before	this	final	battle	occurs	God	warns	everyone	through	the	
preaching	of	the	144,000	messengers,	the	two	witnesses,	a	special	angel	flying	through	
the skies proclaiming the gospel, and the third angel of chapter 14 to warn those who 
follow the Antichrist. God gives the world many chances to repent before He destroys 
it. When God’s righteous anger is unleashed against sin, it is well-deserved. God is true 
and	every	man	is	a	liar.	There	are	no	apologies.	God’s	wrath	is	justified!

—UNPAUSE—

The chronological flow resumes...

VII. Revelation 15
Chapter 15 is a prelude to the seven bowl (vial) judg-
ments, the last series of judgments from God. Chap-
ters 15 and 16 are the consummation of the ordered 
events leading up to the Second Coming of Christ in 
chapter 19. After this brief prelude of chapter 15 the 
judgments are poured out in quick succession (chapter 
16).	Jesus	Christ	returns,	brings	an	end	to	the	final	battle	of	Armageddon,	disposes	of	
the Antichrist and the False Prophet, and binds Satan for 1,000 years.

VIII. Revelation 16
The last seven plagues begin – called the bowl or vial judgments; there is no more 
mercy, no more delays, and no more opportunities to repent until the seven plagues 
have passed.

Bowl Judgments

Trumpet Judgments
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A. First Bowl: Grievous Sores (16:1-2)

These are noisome (foul) and grievous, possibly malignant sores. 

Entering a “Post-antibiotic” Era!

With	Streptococcus	A,	the	flesh-eating	virus,	the	Ebola	outbreak	in	(former)	Zaire,	
and	others	diseases,	doctors	are	finding	themselves	losing	the	battle	as	microbes	
are becoming immune to all the antibiotics that we have…. World travel, chang-
ing sexual habits, and increasing numbers of refugees and displaced peoples have 
made it possible for many of these diseases to become pandemic, rapidly spreading 
rapidly across the globe.

B. Second Bowl: Seas Smitten (16:3)

This judgment is upon the seas and they become as the blood of a dead man (they 
congeal). The judgment of the second trumpet (8:9) killed a third of the marine 
life. This second bowl judgment kills the rest. The stench and disease becomes 
unbearable.

C. Third Bowl: Rivers Smitten (16:4-7)

This judgment is upon the fresh water supply; they become blood. Not just a third 
of the fresh water is affected as in the third trumpet judgment (8:10), but all fresh 
water is contaminated. The angels pause to declare the righteous character of God. 
Retribution is required; the God-haters shed the blood of saints and now they have 
blood to drink.

D. Fourth Bowl: Scorching (16:8-9)

Unlike the fourth trumpet when the power of the sun was diminished (8:12), the 
fourth bowl judgment causes the sun’s power to increase and scorch people on 
earth. See also Luke 21:25 and 2 Peter 3:10. This is the ultimate “global warming.” 
Man still refuses to repent and give glory to God! His heart becomes incredibly 
hardened.

E. Fifth Bowl: Darkness (16:10-11)

This judgment is upon the worldwide kingdom of the Antichrist. Intense pain is 
possibly from their sores from bowl one being aggravated. Man curses God and 
doesn’t repent.

F. Sixth Bowl: Euphrates Dried (16:12-16)

1. The Euphrates River is dried up erasing the border between the East and 
West. This makes possible the massive invasion of the armies of the East. 
Three demonic spirits come from the unholy trinity and are used to bring 
the hordes from the East to the death trap of the battle of Armageddon. God 
is using Satan to bring about the end of Satan’s kingdom.
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The Kings of the East

According to the CIA, Red China has 385,821,101 men of military age (2010 est.). Chi-
na and India alone comprise 37% of the world’s population. With 2.59 billion citizens, 
an army of 200 million is imaginable.

2. Israel will face a hopeless situation! Then Jesus Christ comes back as a 
thief in the night. He comes to the Battle of Armageddon and conquers all 
mankind and rescues Israel from annihilation (16:15).

G. Seventh Bowl: Widespread Destruction (16:17-21)

This is the last judgment of God poured out. It is poured out with Christ’s an-
nouncement “It is done.” This is reminiscent of Jesus’ last words on the cross “It 
is finished.” There are voices, thunders, lightenings, and the worst earthquake since 
mankind has lived on earth! Babylon will be divided in three parts. Islands will dis-
appear	and	mountains	will	be	flattened.	Everything	that	man	has	built	will	collapse	
around him. Yet he persists in thinking he has no need of God. Giant hailstones 
weighing 100 pounds each pummel man. He blasphemes God!

—PAUSE—
—An Interlude After the Bowl Judgments—

IX.  Revelation 17-18
In Revelation 17-18 chronology halts as the scene shifts from God’s 
judgments to Antichrist’s world empire, the target of those judgments. 
Chapter	17	amplifies	what	is	going	to	take	place	in	the	final	great	judg-
ment	of	the	Tribulation.	It	is	also	an	amplification	of	chapter	13	that	
expounds on the Antichrist and False Prophet who bring havoc on earth. 
These	two	chapters	emphasize	God’s	final	judgment	on	Babylon.	

In these chapters, two cities are seen representing two world systems, 
both of them are referred to as “Babylon.” In chapter 17 “Mystery Bab-
ylon” refers to ecclesiastical and religious system of the Antichrist, and 
is most likely headquartered in Rome. In chapter 18 “Babylon” is the 
city of the Antichrist’s political and commercial system. The literal city 
Babylon will be rebuilt on the banks of the Euphrates River in modern 
Iraq. For the most part, Revelation 17 describes ecclesiastical Babylon 
and Revelation 18 describes political Babylon. In these chapters we see 
God’s judgment on both the religious and commercial systems of the 
Antichrist.

Babylon was the birthplace of 
the ancient mystery-religions. 
The city was founded by Nim-
rod, the grandson of Ham, the 
unworthy son of Noah. Nim-
rod’s wife, Semiramis I, was 
the foundress of the Baby-
lonian mysteries and the first 
high-priestess of idolatry. Thus 
Babylon became the fountain-
head of idolatry and from there 
the mystery cult spread to sur-
rounding nations. When the city 
of Babylon and its temples were 
destroyed, the priests fled to 
Pergamos and established the 
mystery cult there from which 
it crossed the Aegean and Adri-
atic Seas and was propagated 
under the name of the Etruscan 
Mysteries, and eventually Rome 
became the headquarters of 
Babylonianism.
The similarities between Baby-
lonianism and the mother-child 
doctrines in Catholicism are 
striking.
The Antichrist’s false religious 
system being headquartered in 
Rome is feasible.
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A. The Great Whore

This	is	the	false	or	apostate	church	that	comes	to	power	during	the	first	half	of	the	
Tribulation. Throughout the Bible false worship or idolatry is pictured as spiritual 
prostitution. Ancient Babylon was the spawning ground of all ancient false reli-
gious systems. The scope of this apostate church is worldwide (encompassing all 
peoples, nations, and languages); compare 17:1 and 17:15. It is also universal in 
that it includes all segments of false religions – apostate Protestantism, Catholi-
cism, cults, and the pagan religions of the world.

B. No Separation of Church and State

The rulers of the world will use the apostate church to unite and control the masses 
of people (17:2). The church yields to this arrangement in order to gain political 
preference and power. The apostate church unites with the Antichrist (17:3). The 
whore is riding on a seven-head, ten-horned beast, which is the Antichrist (chapter 
13).	The	fact	that	she	is	riding	on	the	beast	signifies	that	he	will	support	her.	The	
initial unifying and controlling factor of Antichrist’s kingdom will be religion.

C. The Beast Further Described

This beast is a leader/government, that is, 
he is a leader that represents a government. 
The Satan-inspired Antichrist will lead the 
revived Roman Empire. He will “go into 
perdition” when Jesus Christ destroys him 
at His second coming. This beast “was, 
and is not, and yet is,” that is, 
this government went out 
of existence and came 
back into existence. It 
may refer to the Anti-
christ seemingly being 
killed and resurrected 
– if so, it would be 
a false death and 
resurrection for 
Satan cannot 
give life; he 
destroys life.

D. A New World 
Order

The Antichrist will 
rise to power. The lead-
ers of the 10 nations will 
reign with the Antichrist. However, 
they will be subservient to him and will, willingly or unwillingly, give over their 
authority to the Antichrist and become his puppets (17:12-13).

It is not uncom-
mon for a country 
to have a politi-
cal capital separate 
from other capitals. 
In the America:
Washington, DC is 
the political capital.
New York City is the 
financial capital.
Los Angeles may be 
the cultural capital.
We could have an 
agricultural capital 
and a manufacturing 
capital. Detroit has 
been the automotive 
capital.
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A One-World Government is Coming!

Globalists are now insisting that national governments should surrender their sover-
eignty to a one-world government. Such a government would operate through a 
world headquarters, a world court, and eventually a world military.

E. The Destruction of the Whore

During	the	first	half	of	the	Tribulation	the	Antichrist	(the	beast)	will	be	submissive	
to the apostate church (the whore). Now the Antichrist and his ten puppet kings (the 
ten horns) will rise up against her and destroy her (17:16). The Antichrist will enter 
the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem and declare himself to be God. Obviously there is 
no more room for religious Babylon (Rome) with her one-world religion and the 
Antichrist’s one-world government. The Antichrist cannot be god and subject to 
those who worship him at the same time. So someone must go! The Antichrist and 
his allies will destroy the whore’s religious system.

F. God is in Control!

God is using one apostate system to destroy another (17:17); He is in complete control. 
The Antichrist doesn’t know it, but he is also a puppet like the ten kings under him.

X. Revelation 18
Babylon is the subject of chapter 18 as it was in chapter 17; but there is a difference. 
The one-world government and the one-world banking system (the commercial and 
economic hub of the Antichrist) will be located in the city of Babylon on the Euphrates 
River in modern Iraq. The global economy and world government are already devel-
oping. Until recently there were “economies” in the world. Now economic trouble in 
one part of the world affects everyone. No developed nation (of any kind) can prosper 
today without networking with the global economy. There is almost no such thing as an 
“American” product that is not dependent on parts, trade, or investments from foreign 
countries.	For	the	first	time	in	the	history	of	man	there	is	a	worldwide	economy.

Is Babylon a Actural City in the Tribulation Period?

It is probably the actual city of Babylon, though we can’t 
be	definite.	Jerusalem	is	called	Sodom	and	Egypt	because	
they were symbols of iniquity and idolatry, symbols of 
destruction. Jerusalem will become a place of iniquity 
and idolatry in the end times, and it will become a place 
of God’s judgment. God does rename places because the 
name	carries	some	significant	meaning.	So	we	may	not	be	
talking about the actual city of Babylon, but a Babylon-
like world system.
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A. Judgment Pronounced (18:1-3)

Verse two is the key to the chapter—judgment is pronounced on Babylon. It is a 
Satanic-controlled system and is inhabited by the demons of the world. The Anti-
christ is empowered by Satan as he leads this corrupt system. Somehow he main-
tains the materialism of the world with the help of demons.

B. Drunkard Nations (18:3)

Verse three tells us how extensive this kingdom is. The world’s great commercial 
center	will	have	an	intoxicating	influence.	Every	nation	on	earth	will	have	bought	
into the idea of world government and world trade. Businessmen involved will 
become extremely wealthy. 

C. Judgment Avoided – God Warns His Children (18:4)

Before catastrophic judgment falls on Babylon, God warns His children to leave.

D. How Guilty is Babylon? (18:5-8)

Her sins pile up to heaven like Babylon of old was doing with bricks in the tower 
of Babel. Swift and deserved judgment is coming; God is not a passive observer, 
He will respond with stern judgment.

E. Results of the Destruction of Babylon (18:9-19)

The destruction of Babylon will be worldwide news.

1. Responses on earth (18:9-19) – political leaders of the world will mourn 
her (18:9-10); businessmen and salesmen will mourn her for they will be 
mourning their own loss of wealth (18:11-19). 

2. Responses in heaven – rejoicing (18:20). The martyred saints of the 
Tribulation are now avenged of the crimes committed against them.
Completeness of the destruction (18:21-23). An angel casts a mighty stone 
into the sea and it disappears forever – symbolic of Babylon being de-
stroyed suddenly, violently, and eternally!

—UNPAUSE—

The chronological flow resumes...

XI. Revelation 19
When God destroys Babylon, the political and economic organization of the Antichrist, 
a chorus of hallelujahs goes up in heaven. This multitude most likely includes the 
Tribulation saints, the Bride of Christ, and the angels. 
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A. Praise and Adoration is Directed to God (19:1-6)

B. The Marriage of Christ to His Bride (19:7-9)

The marriage of Christ to His bride (the Church) takes place in heaven before the 
Second Coming. A special union will exist between Christ and His Church. Out of 
this union the Church will be able to reign with Christ in the Millennium. Jesus will 
not come back to earth without His Bride. Christ and His Bride will enjoy a wed-
ding feast together, called the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. This supper will either 
take place in heaven during the Tribulation or on earth in the Millennial Kingdom.

C. Jesus Christ Returns to Earth (the Second Coming) (19:11-16).

Revelation 19:11 is sometimes called the climax of the entire Bible. The Old Testa-
ment prophets prophesied of this event; Jesus predicted it; and the New Testament 
writers wrote about it. 

1. Jesus comes back to righteously judge and to righteously make war with 
the enemies of God.

2. The Church comes back with Christ as His army (19:14). The text reads 
“and the armies which were in heaven” and thus probably includes an 
army of angels in addition to His “Church army.”

3. Jesus Christ smites the armies with a sharp sword out of His mouth 
(19:15). This sword is the Word of God; it is the Sword of the Spirit 
(Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12). Christ will speak their death and they 
will be consumed! Jesus spoke to the Roman soldiers in the Garden of 
Gethsemane and they fell over backwards at His word.

D. Armageddon is Concluded (19:17-21).

1. The fowls are summoned to eat the dead (19:17-18).

2. The battle was the Antichrist and kings of the earth and their armies versus 
Jesus Christ and His army (19:19).

3. The Antichrist and False Prophet are cast into the Lake of Fire (19:20).

4. Not one of the millions of troops will escape (19:21).

XII. Revelation 20
This chapter reveals something that is mentioned nowhere else in the Bible: the thousand-
year reign of Jesus Christ on earth. We refer to this time as the Millennial Kingdom or the 
Millennium. It is only mentioned in one chapter, but it is mentioned there six times. Jesus 
taught His disciples to pray for His kingdom to come.

(Matthew 6:9-10)  “After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. {10} Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it 
is in heaven.”
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In answer to this prayer we should expect a literal kingdom of God to come to this 
earth. The Old Testament prophetic messages predicted a kingdom for Israel over 
which the Son of David rules. Revelation 20 adds the time element; it will last 1,000 
years.

This chapter covers these highlights:

•	 Satan	is	bound!

•	 Saints	are	raised

•	 Sinners	rebel

•	 Satan’s	doom

•	 Sinners	are	judged	–	Great	White	Throne	Judgment

A. Satan is Bound (20:1-3)

1. An unnamed angel comes from heaven with a great chain and a key to the 
bottomless pit (the abyss). The abyss is a pit where the worst of Satan’s 
demonic spirits are imprisoned.

2.	 Satan	is	clearly	identified	as	the	dragon,	the	old	serpent,	and	the	devil	
(20:2).

3. Satan is chained and locked up in the abyss for 1,000 years (20:3). The 
purpose of this is to totally change the spiritual atmosphere of the age. 
There will be a perfect spiritual environment and moral environment 
during the Millennium because Christ is ruling and Satan is gone. For ages 
men have tried to make the world a better place to live and have failed. 
Jesus succeeds!

Satan in the Abyss

This imprisonment will keep Satan from deceiving the nations during the Millen-
nium. Survivors of the Tribulation will repopulate the earth, and people from all 
nations will worship Jesus. Temptation as we have known it will not exist in the 
Millennium, at least, temptation from Satan and his demons. After the 1,000 years 
of	imprisonment,	Satan	will	be	released	from	the	bottomless	pit	and	lead	a	final	
rebellion against Christ.

B. Saints are Resurrected (20:4-6).

1. Who are those described in verse 4?
(Revelation 20:4)  “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them….” 

“They” refers to the ones that were promised positions of reigning with 
God, namely, Old Testament saints, the Apostles, and New Testament 
saints.
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“…and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither 
his image, neither had received his mark  upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”

“Them” obviously refers to the Tribulation saints martyred for Christ.

2.	 The	first	part	of	verse	5	is	parenthetical.	
(Revelation 20:5)  “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished….”

The “rest of the dead” are those wicked dead of the ages. The saints have 
been raptured, the dead in Christ were raised at the rapture, and the Old 
Testament and Tribulation saints were just raised at the Second Coming.

The rest of the dead are the Christ-rejecters that will be raised at the end of 
the Millennium. They stand before God at the Great White Throne Judg-
ment (Revelation 20:11-15).

“…This is the first resurrection” refers to the resurrection of the believers 
(at	the	crucifixion,	the	Rapture	and	the	Second	Coming).

3.	 The	first	resurrection	is	blessed	and	those	raised	will	reign	with	Christ	
during the Millennial Kingdom (20:6). These cannot go to hell (20:6, 14).

4. Compare Revelation 20:4-6 to Daniel 12:1-2. Both speak of two 
resurrections, though Daniel doesn’t tell us that they are separated by a 
1,000-year period.

The Millennial Kingdom

The Millennial Kingdom will last 1,000 years. Christ will reign from the throne 
of David in Jerusalem. We will reign with Him. The subjects in this kingdom 
will be: Old Testament resurrected saints, New Testament resurrected saints, 
New Testament raptured saints, resurrected Tribulation saints, and Tribula-
tion saints who survived the Tribulation, and the offspring of these Tribulation 
survivors. At the beginning of the Millennial all subjects will be saved. The 
offspring of the Tribulation survivors born during the Millennium must trust 
Christ as Savior. During the Millennium every nation will be under the con-
trol of the Lord Jesus Christ. The curse of sin will be lifted so there will be a 
perfect physical environment. Christ is there and Satan is gone so there will be 
a perfect spiritual environment. Christ rules with exact righteousness so there 
will be a perfect moral environment.

C. Sinners Rebel Against God (20:7-9).

1. Satan is loosed from the abyss (20:3, 7) and manages to gather a great 
worldwide multitude of unbelievers in the Millennial Kingdom to join him 
in battle against Jerusalem, the seat of Christ’s government (20:8-9).
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2.	 God	sends	fire	down	from	heaven	to	devour	these	unbelievers	and	defeat	
Satan for the last time (20:9).

Gog and Magog II

This battle of Gog and Magog is not the same battle as mentioned in Ezekiel 
38-39. A comparison of the two battles reveals that they differ in location, time, 
number of invaders, and purpose. There are different Gog and Magogs just as 
there is World War I and World War II. We can refer to Ezekiel 38-39 as Gog 
and Magog I and Revelation 20:7-9 as Gog and Magog II.

3. This is a short-lived rebellion. It also shows the depravity of man’s heart. 
These unbelievers were born and lived in a perfectly governed kingdom. 
Christ is sitting on the throne of David in Jerusalem. They have every 
opportunity and reason to trust Christ, yet they reject Him and follow Satan 
to	fight	against	Him.	Man’s	old	nature	cannot	be	changed	by	a	perfect	
environment. Only Christ can change a heart and life.

D. Satan’s Doom

This	has	been	a	long	time	in	coming,	but	it	is	finally	here.	Satan	is	destroyed	by	being	
cast into the Lake of Fire to be tormented forever. He is accompanied by the Antichrist 
and	False	Prophet.	The	unholy	trinity	meets	their	final	doom.	It	will	be	a	“Happy	
Doomed Devil” celebration day.

E. Sinners are Judged at the Great White Throne Judgment (20:11-15).

1. God the Son is sitting on this judgment throne (John 5:22; Acts 10:42; 
17:31).

2.	 Heaven	and	earth	flees.	Perhaps	this	judgment	will	take	place	in	space	for	
the	earth	on	which	we	live	flees	from	the	presence	of	the	holy	God	(20:11).

3. The unsaved are resurrected after the Millennium (20:5, 13) and stand 
before God.

4. People of all ranks and degrees will be there (“the small and great”), the 
high and low, the respected and outcast, the young and old, all unbelievers 
will be judged.

5. The people are judged by God’s books. The “book of life” proves they 
never received Christ as Savior. The “books” show a record of their lives; 
they didn’t live up to the righteous demands of the holy God (20:12). 

6. Why are the “books” at the White Throne Judgment?
This is to determine the degree of punishment each individual deserves. They 
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do not determine the length but the severity of judgment. There are degrees of 
punishment as indicated by:

a. People will be judged by the law of God that they possessed (Romans 
2:11-12).

b. Cities that reject Christ, having had greater revelation, will have greater 
punishment (Matthew 11:21-23).

c. Christ’s parable in Luke 12:42-48 indicates that some receive more 
severe punishment than others.

7. The punishment for unbelievers is the second death (20:14-15). This is a 
lake	of	fire,	and	enlarged	hell.	The	punishment	is	not	annihilation	in	the	
Lake of Fire. It is a perpetual torment. The Antichrist and the False Prophet 
were cast into the Lake of Fire at the end of the Tribulation (Rev. 19:20), 
and they are still there when Satan is cast in at the end of the Millennium a 
thousand years later (Rev. 20:10). Unbelievers go to hell at death and wait 
for their sentencing trial at the Great White Throne Judgment. They are 
resurrected to receive a fair trial before God. Following this judgment, they 
are cast into the Lake of Fire forever.

XIII. Revelation 21, 22

A. The theme verse of these last two chapters is Revelation 21:5:

“And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he 
said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.”

1. God creates a new heaven, a new earth, a New Jerusalem, a new 
relationship with man, and a new paradise. We are given some details in 
these two chapters, but the glories of what is to come cannot be adequately 
expressed in words. 
(1 Corinthians 2:9)  “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.”

2. It is so rapturously wonderful we cannot comprehend the joys that await 
us. We are depraved beings with hearts that God describes as “deceitful 
and desperately wicked.” Therefore, the holiness and purity of our future 
existence escapes our full understanding.

B. A New Heaven (21:1)

1. There are three heavens:
a.	 	The	first	heaven	is	the	firmament	(Genesis	1:6-8;	7:11;	8:2).	This	is	

the expanse of sky above the earth from which rain comes. This is the 
atmospheric heaven.
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b.  The second heaven referred to in the Bible is the heaven of the stars 
(Genesis 1:14; 15:5). This is the stellar heaven.

c.  The third heaven is called “paradise” (2 Corinthians 12:2-4). This is 
the abode of God.

2.	 According	to	Revelation	21:1,	the	first	heaven	passes	away.	This	heaven	
is no doubt the atmospheric heaven. It has been the abode of Satan who is 
the prince and power of the air. 2 Peter 3:10 reveals that God will destroy 
this	heaven	by	fire,	and	2	Peter	3:13	informs	us	that	God	will	make	a	new	
heavens and new earth; ones in which righteousness dwells.

C. A New Earth (21:1)

The	earth	has	already	undergone	one	significant	change.	A	curse	was	brought	on	
God’s creation through the sin of Adam (Genesis 3:17-19). Romans 8:22 says that 
“the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.” This 
curse on creation is lifted during the Millennial kingdom, and the earth will revert 
to the abundant productivity which it had before the fall (Isaiah 35:1; 55:12-13). 
Revelation	20:11	says	the	earth	flees	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord	on	His	judg-
ment throne. 2 Peter 3:7-10 says the earth is “reserved unto fire against the day of 
judgment” and that the earth and its works will “be burned up.” God will destroy 
everything in this earth that has to do with sin.

Earth Made Again

“The new earth will be different. The sea will be gone and the high place will 
be leveled. If the new earth is approximately the same size as the present one 
there will be at least eight times as much fertile land since there will be no sea 
and the mountains will be leveled. The change will be so complete that every 
effect of sin will disappear forever. For when the Lord creates a new heaven 
and a new earth ‘the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind’” 
(Isaiah 65:17).

Theodore H. Epp

D. A New Relationship Between God and Man (21:3-4)

(Revelation 21:3)  “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.”

1. The word “tabernacle” is the same root word that is translated “dwelt” 
in John 1:14: “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth.”	The	flesh	of	the	Lord	Jesus	was	the	tabernacle	whereby	
God came to dwell among men. Throughout eternity the Lord Jesus 
Christ	will	be	in	His	glorified	body	dwelling	with	His	own.	We	will	enjoy	
relationship with God forever!
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2. This relationship includes…no more tears, no death, no sorrow, no crying, 
and no pain for “the former things are passed away”(21:4). God will 
remove all these former things that we are all too familiar with. 

E. A New Jerusalem (21:1-2; 10-27; 22:1-5)

1. It’s descent (21:1)
The New Jerusalem descends from heaven (21:2, 10). It probably existed 
before this and was not just created in heaven. 

The Chandelier Theory of the New Jerusalem

Perhaps this is where the saints go to live at the Rapture. If so, then this city 
would also have been around during the Millennium. Some believe that this 
city	may	be	suspended	over	earth	and	the	glorified	saints	dwell	there	while	the	
saints in their physical bodies (survivors of the Tribulation) dwell on earth. The 
glorified	saints	would	be	able	to	instantaneously	travel	back	and	forth	between	
the heavenly Jerusalem and earth. This theory sounds plausible.

2. It’s description (21:9-27)
John describes the New Jerusalem as…

A city of light (21:11), three gates on each of the four walls, twelve gates 
in all each named after a tribe of Israel (21:12-13), twelve foundations to 
the city walls, each foundation has a name of one of the twelve apostles 
of Christ (21:14), the city is 1500 miles cubed (or spherical or pyramidal 
(21:16), the city wall is approximately 216 feet high (21:17), the walls 
are of precious stones (21:18-20), the gates are of pearl and the streets are 
pure gold (21:21), the Father and Christ are the temple and light of the city 
(21:22-23), there is perpetual day with the city always open (21:25; 22:5), 
and no sin or sinners will be there (21:27).

The City of God

In Revelation 4:3 John attempts to describe God on His throne. In Revelation 
21:9-23 John is trying to describe the New Jerusalem. You’ll notice the similar-
ity.	John	Walvoord	says,	“As	the	glory	of	God	is	the	sum	of	His	infinite	perfec-
tions	in	their	manifestations,	so	the	New	Jerusalem	reflects	all	that	God	is.”

Imagine this city! The precious stones, the transparent gold, and the light of the 
glory	of	God	reflecting	and	radiating	out	in	all	directions,	the	presence	of	God	
the Father, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus Christ! What a blessed place to live! And 
people think they can earn all this by doing a few good deeds on earth. Foolish-
ness! They could do good works for a thousand lifetimes and not even earn a 
doorknob. This place has to be ours by grace, pure grace.
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3. It’s dwellers
Who will live in this New Jerusalem?

a. This is the bridal city (21:2, 9); it is where the Bride, the Church, 
dwells. We will live there. This is the place that Jesus is preparing for 
us – as someone said, “it is a prepared place for a prepared people.” 
Are you prepared? Are you ready?

b. Israel will be there as indicated by the twelve tribes of Israel being on 
the twelve entrance gates (21:12).

c. The saved Gentiles will be there (21:24). These will be non-Jews and 
non-Church believers, that is, saved Gentiles of the Old Testament and 
Tribulation times. The word translated “nations” in verse 24 is the 
word Gentiles. That the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor 
into the city means that those among the saved who have honored 
positions on earth will ascribe the glory and honor that once were theirs 
to their Lord and God.

E. A New Paradise (22:1-5)

1. In this new paradise there will be a “pure river of water of life” and “the 
tree of life”	with	its	variety	of	fruit.	This	river	flows	from	the	throne	of	God	
and of the Lamb (notice Christ is still on the throne) and speaks of God’s 
eternal provisions for us. 

2. The “tree of life” is for the healing of the nations. “Healing” here 
means therapy and is for the purpose of yielding continuous health to the 
occupants of the New Jerusalem (22:2). This promotes the enjoyment of 
life in the Holy City. 

3. There will be no sickness for the curse is removed (22:3).

4. All occupants will bear the identity, the mark, of Jesus Christ (22:4), and 
shall reign forever and ever (22:5).

The	remainder	of	the	book	of	Revelation	has	to	do	with	the	confirmation	of	the	words	
that	have	been	spoken	and	with	the	final	invitation	and	warning.

22:6-16   Words of Comfort – Jesus is coming quickly, and bringing a reward. 
Blessed are they that keep His commandments.

22:17	 	 	Words	of	Invitation	–	God’s	final	invitation	to	“whosoever will” to come to 
Him.

22:18-19  Words of Warning – God’s warning not to add to or subtract from His Holy 
Word.

22:20-21 Closing Benediction – Come, Lord Jesus!
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