THE ETERNAL STATE

F

ollowing the Millennial Kingdom is the final rebellion and judgment of Satan. Then
comes the Great White Throne Judgment where all unbelievers will be judged
according to their works and sentenced to eternity in the Lake of Fire. The old
heavens and earth are judged (2 Peter 3:10), and now the eternal phase of the kingdom of
God begins. The end of the millennial phase signals the beginning of the eternal phase.
The Apostle Paul refers to this transition:

I. THE REMAKING OF THE KINGDOM
The Millennial Kingdom will be remade by Christ and presented to God the Father. This
new and revised edition of the kingdom will be the eternal abode of the saints of God.
A. The transition of the Millennial Kingdom to the __________ kingdom of God
(1 Corinthians 15:24-28) “Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered
up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule
and all authority and power. {25} For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies
under his feet. {26} The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. {27} For he
hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him,
it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. {28} And
when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.”
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A Translation Commentary
(1 Corinthians 15:24-28) “Then the end will come, when he (Christ) hands
over the kingdom to God the Father after he (Christ) has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. {25} For he (Christ) must reign until he has put
all his enemies under his feet. {26} The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
{27} For he (Christ) ‘has put everything under his feet.’ Now when it says that
‘everything’ has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God
himself, who put everything under Christ. {28} When he (Christ) has done
this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him (the Father) who put
everything under him (Christ), so that God may be all in all.”
1. The Father put all things under Christ’s authority (except Himself).
2. After all things come under Christ’s authority (including death) then Christ
will transfer the kingdom to the Father.
3. God the Father and God the Son will reign in this eternal kingdom.
4. This transition occurs between Revelation 20 and 21. At this point we are
standing at the junction point between two kingdoms—the first or “natural”
order of things and the final order of things.
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These are not biblical terms, but terms
Bible scholars use
to identify different
aspects of God’s
program on earth.

B. At this transition the Mediatorial Kingdom (see notes on the Kingdom of
God) ends by it merging into the universal Kingdom Of God.
1. There is no longer two thrones: the messianic throne (Revelation 3:21) and
the ______________ throne.
2. The thrones are merged as the kingdoms merge, and now there is the
“throne of God and of the Lamb” (Revelation 22:3).

II. THE REMOVAL OF ADVERSITY
(Revelation 21:4) “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for
the former things are passed away.”
A. The consequences of sin
Sin has brought terrible and far-reaching results in human experience, such as:
_______________ from God, sickness, pain, and sorrow. Mankind has been affected spiritually, emotionally, and physically. This is all he has ever known.
B. The curse’s effects are eliminated
Life in the eternal kingdom will know an absence of all the effects of sin’s curse It is
hard to imagine how liberating it will be not to face the possibility pain and disappointment. What does God specifically remove?
1.

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes” “all tears” is the
Greek phrase pan dakruon, a singular phrase meaning “every tear.” Every
last tear will be removed — tears of poverty, tears of loneliness, tears of
lost love, tears of sympathy and mercy, tears of persecuted innocence, tears
of remorse, tears of disappointment, tears of neglect, tears of yearning for
what cannot be, tears of unfulfilled dreams, tears of misfortune, and so on.

2. God removes death
3. God removes sorrow — sorrow that is vocal. Silent sorrow is the tears that
God eliminates
4. God removes crying
5. God removes pain
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III. THE RE-CREATION OF ALL THINGS
A. The destruction of the present heavens and the earth
(2 Peter 3:7) “But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word
are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men.”
(Revelation 21:1) “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.”
Once these are destroyed God will call into existence a new created order; the
new heaven and earth are not simply a ________________ of the old for they
are tainted with the affects of sin’s curse and earth was the domain of Satan.
God destroys these by fire.
B. The creation of the new heaven and earth
(Revelation 21:1) “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.”
1. This will be the dwelling place of God’s people.
2. Perhaps God will do in the new creation what He intended in the first
creation before sin entered the picture. If so, man would be involved in
various kinds of meaningful activity, learning and serving the Lord.
3. Man will have full, unhindered fellowship with God. God will dwell with man.
(Revelation 21:3) “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.”
a. This is reminiscent of God’s relationship with Adam and Eve before
the __________.
b. Man will see God in His glory and know the Lord as never before.
c. The very presence of God in all His blazing glory is there! This is
what heaven is all about.
C. The New Jerusalem
(Revelation 21:2) “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”
1. Its beauty — a city of great beauty as a bride adorned for her husband
2. Its occupants
a. The Triune God and His holy angels
b. This city is called the bride in Revelation 21:9-10. This is the dwelling
place of the bride of Christ, the church (the saints of God). All saints
of all ages will be there. It was the hope of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
(Hebrews 11:10, 16); it was the hope of Israel (Ezekiel 48:35). The
Apostle John singles out the bride in this passage because he was
writing Revelation to the churches to encourage and comfort them.
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3. Its creation — this city _______________ from heaven

The New Jerusalem
is described as being
foursquare wth
dimensions of 1,500
miles long, wide, and
high. It is thought
to be in the shape
of either a cube or a
pyramid.

It may hover over the
earth as a satellite
city during the
Millennial Kingdom.

Notice that it doesn’t say that the new Jerusalem was created at this point, it just says
that it came down from heaven . . . What does this mean? . . . It could mean that it
already existed and that it isn’t as new as the new heaven and the new earth. Since
this city is the “bride city,” it’s possible that when the church is raptured and taken to
heaven in glorified bodies, that we enter into this new Jerusalem. It’s also possible
that this is where the marriage supper of the Lamb takes place.
Now, if the new Jerusalem existed since the Rapture, it also would have been around
during the Kingdom. If that’s true, where was it? Well, some people hold to a theory
called the “chandelier theory.” This theory says that during the Kingdom Age the
new Jerusalem is suspended over the earth. All the glorified saints live in this suspended city, while all the people with physical bodies live on the earth. The glorified
saints will be able to instantaneously travel back and forth between the suspended city
and the earth, but will dwell in the new Jerusalem. Now, when the Millennial Kingdom is over, the earth will flee away, and God will then create a new heaven and a
new earth. At that point the new Jerusalem comes “down from God out of heaven.”
This theory seems reasonable, but one certainly can’t be dogmatic.
The Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ,
by Dr. John MacAurther, p. 203
4. Its size — 1,500 miles long, 1,500 miles wide, and 1,500 miles high
(Revelation 21:16) “And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is
as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve
thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are
equal.”
5. Its construction — gates of pearl, a great wall surrounding the city and 216
feet high, streets of purest gold, buildings of pure gold, foundation stones
of precious gems, (Revelation 21:17-21). There is no need of artificial
light for the Lamb of God is the light of the city.
6. There is no Temple in the New Jerusalem. A temple is to hold the symbol
of God’s ______________. If His presence is there, there is no need for a
symbol. It is like the difference between having a picture of someone and
actually being with them.
(Revelation 21:22) “And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.”
7. For a complete description of the New Jerusalem see Revelation 21:9–22:2.
8. It appears that the New Jerusalem is the connecting link between the new
heaven and the new earth.
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