THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM
– Glorious Age on Earth! –
Garden of Eden, Paradise, Utopia, Shangri-La! That last one evokes some mental images
of a mystical, harmonious valley paradise nestled in distant, fertile, vegetation-laden
mountains—a permanently happy land, isolated from the pain of the outside world. So
it was described by British author James Hilton in his 1933 novel Lost Horizon. This
fictional place became rooted in western culture’s imagination, however, mankind has
always longed for and talked about a utopia—an age in which right and peace would
prevail and war and corruption would cease. Poets write about it, folk singers sing about
it, politicians promise it, prophets forecast it, the world cries for it—but nobody brings
it. Will it ever be reality? Perhaps not as James Hilton described, but the Scriptures do
address this topic. Is it relevant to our day? Absolutely, our worldview is colored by our
millennial view. Hence, I have some questions:
1. Is there going to be a golden age on earth?
2. If so, is this utopia for now or for the future?

I. The Purpose
of the Kingdom
II. The Commencement of
the Kingdom
A. Return of
the King
B. Retribution
of the King

3.	Do we bring about this golden age by advancing the gospel of Jesus Christ
throughout the world?

III. The
Conditions of
the Kingdom

4. What purpose would this special age serve?

A. Political

A glorious kingdom IS coming! We often refer to it as the Messianic or Millennial
Kingdom established by Jesus Christ. In the Bible this kingdom is referred to as:

B. Spiritual

“the regeneration”

IV. The Close
of the Kingdom

(Matthew 19:28) “And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which
have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of
his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
“the times of ___________________”
(Acts 3:19) “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted
out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;”
“the times of restitution”
(Acts 3:21) “Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.”

C. Physical

A. The participants of the
final battle
B. The place
of the final
battle
C. The punishment of the
final battle

“the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 1:6) “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:”
“the fullness of times”
(Ephesians 1:10) “That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on
earth; even in him:”
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I. THE PURPOSE OF THE KINGDOM
“God’s great purpose in establishing His future kingdom on this present earth is to fulfill
His many promises given in the Scriptures and to clearly demonstrate to all of creation
that he alone is the sovereign God.”
Understanding End Times Prophecy,
by Paul Benware, page 280
God made great promises to Israel in the Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, and New
Covenants. All of those promises have not been fulfilled. God keeps His promises; He
will establish a kingdom on earth and fulfilled each promise to the minutest detail.

II. THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE KINGDOM
A. The Return of the King
Jesus Christ came the first time in peace and gentleness and offered the kingdom to
Israel. His offer was rejected; He was crucified, and the kingdom was postponed. His
Second Coming is a treasure trove of contrast to the first.
(Revelation 19:11-16) “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge
and make war. {12} His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many
crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. {13} And he
was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.
{14} And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed
in fine linen, white and clean. {15} And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that
with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. {16 And he hath
on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS.”
At this coming Jesus Christ’s eyes “were as a flame of fire” (judgment), “on His head
were many crowns” (He will rule), He judges and makes war (v. 11b), He descends
from heaven leading armies (vv. 11, 14), He judges with a sharp sword, smites the
nations, and rules with a rod of iron (v. 15)—not a gentle Jesus but a conquering
Christ!
B. The Retribution of the King
Jesus arrives to earth and ends the Tribulation in the great holocaust described in
Revelation 19:17-21.
(Revelation 19:17-21) “And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with
a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather
yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; {18} That ye may eat the
flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh
of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond,
both small and great. {19} And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their
armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against

With Satan and his
forces removed, will
there be sin in the
Millennial Kingdom?
Yes. Satan doesn’t
have to be around
for sin to be present. The saints alive
at the end of the
Tribulation will be
translated into the
kingdom. They are
saved, but they still
have a sin nature.
They bare children
who are sinners in
need of salvation.
Many who grow up
in the kingdom will
conform outwardly
but reject Christ
in their heart. They
conform because
Christ will rule
with a rod of iron.
He will not tolerate sinful rebellion.
However, when given
a chance they turn
on Christ and follow Satan when he
is loosed from the
bottomless pit.
Here is a demonstration of man’s
real problem — a
sinful heart. It is
not his environment, it is not his
financial repression, and it is not
his education. It
is his heart. In the
millennium man will
enjoy a cleansed environment, his needs
are met, there will
be perfect peace
and joy. HOWEVER,
he rebels!
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his army. {20} And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought
miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the
beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of
fire burning with brimstone. {21} And the remnant were slain with the sword of him
that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls
were filled with their flesh.”
1. Judgment of sinful men
a. By the word of His mouth Jesus Christ destroys the armies of the world
at Armageddon!
“Nothing could be more ironically appropriate than for God to permit the
military assembly in Palestine to be wiped out, because that was the very
land where a satanically inspired world once passed judgment on God’s own
King. And while all previous judgments in the book of Revelation were carried out by angels, this one is carried out by the King Himself.”
The Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ,
by Dr. John MacArthur, page 180
b. The Antichrist and the False Prophet are captured at Armageddon and
immediately cast to the Lake of Fire.
(Revelation 19:19-20) “And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth,
and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat
on the horse, and against his army. {20} And the beast was taken, and
with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which
he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that
worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire
burning with brimstone.”
c. The remaining rebellious Gentiles are judged in the Valley of
______________ and will be instantly banished to hell to await their
final sentencing at the Great White Throne Judgment.
d. The rebels in Israel are purged out and sent to hell (Ezekiel 20:34-38;
Matthew 25:1-30).
2. Judgment of Satan
Satan is the only rebel left to deal with before the Millennial Kingdom. He is
bound by a great chain and cast into the bottomless pit (which can be translated
“abyss”). This is the place where ___________ are bound.
(2 Peter 2:4) “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them
down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment;”
(Isaiah 24:21-22) “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall
punish the host of the high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon
the earth. {22} And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered
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in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be
visited.” Visited by God, released, and cast to the Lake of Fire.
The word “hell” in this verse refers to Tartaros, which is the same place as the
abyss. This is exactly where the angel is going to incarcerate Satan, and he will
be bound there for the duration of the Millennial Kingdom, 1,000 years.

III. THE CONDITIONS OF THE KINGDOM
In Revelation, John gives the duration of the kingdom—1,000 years. It is in numerous
Old Testament prophesies that God reveals the conditions of the kingdom.
A. Political Conditions
1. Jesus will reign as King. The government will be a theocracy.*

*Theocracy is a
form of government in which a
deity is officially
recognized as the
civil ruler and
official policy is
governed by officials regarded
as divinely guided,
or is pursuant to
the doctrine of a
particular religion or religious
group.
From the perspective of the
theocratic government, “God himself is recognized
as the head” of
the state, hence
the term theocracy, from the
Koine Greek “rule
of God”, a term
used by Josephus
for the kingdoms
of Israel and
Judah.
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(Isaiah 9:3-7) “Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy:
they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when
they divide the spoil. (4) For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and
the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. (5)
For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled
in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. (6) For unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (7) Of the increase of
his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
perform this.”
See also (Psalm 2:1-9; 11:1-2; 55:3, 11; Jeremiah 23:5-8; 33:20-26; Ezekiel
34:23-25; 37:23-24; Luke 1:32-33).
2. Israel will enjoy a special relationship with the Lord since this time is for the
fulfillment of their covenant promises. Yet Jesus will rule the Gentile nations
as well (Psalm 2:8; Isaiah 2:4; 42:1; Daniel 2:35; 7:14, 27) as the benevolent
dictator of the world.
3. The _______________ seem to have a special place of authority in the
Millennial Kingdom. Perhaps each apostle will have his own jurisdiction.
(Matthew 19:28) “And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye
which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit
in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.”
4. King David will have unique authority as an undershepherd to Jesus Christ.
He will share in ruling with Christ.
(Ezekiel 34:23-24) “And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall
feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their
shepherd. {24} And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a
prince among them; I the LORD have spoken it.”
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(See also Ezekiel 34 and 37)
5. Others will rule under Christ’s authority in the Messianic Kingdom.
One of the rewards Christ offers to faithful stewards is rulership over Gentile
nations. (Isa. 32:1; Jer. 30:21; Ezek. 45:8-9; Luke 19:12-27; 1 Corinthians
6:2; 2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 5:10; 20:4).
Here is the King’s court:
(Revelation 20:4) “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads,
or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”
a. The second “them” are martyred Tribulation saints. They reign with
Christ.
b. The first “they” and “them” are the ones to whom God gave the promise
of reigning with Him. Who are they?
(1) Old Testament Saints
(Daniel 7:18) “But the saints of the most High shall take the
kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.”
(Daniel 7:22) “Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was
given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the
saints possessed the kingdom.”
These people in Daniel’s day were obviously Old Testament saints.
(2) The Twelve Apostles
(3) The New Testament Saints
(1 Peter 2:9) “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal (“that which
will reign” or “ruling”) priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light:”
(1 Corinthians 6:2) “Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the
world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to
judge the smallest matters?”
6. Perhaps the 75 days between the return of Christ and the beginning of the
Millennial Kingdom is for the organization of the _____________ structure
of that kingdom.
7. Jesus will be the King over kings and the Lord over lords. His rule will be
absolute and universal.
(Psalms 72:9-11) “They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him;
and his enemies shall lick the dust. {10} The kings of Tarshish and of the isles
shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. {11} Yea,
all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him.” Jesus will
not tolerate any rebellion!
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(Psalms 2:6-8) “Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. {7} I will
declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day
have I begotten thee. {8} Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.”

B. Spiritual Conditions
1. While Jews and Gentiles are equal in the Church Age, in the Kingdom Israel
will be in the prominent place of blessing. Whereas Israel before rejected
her Messiah, she now will be regenerated, converted, established in her land,
and will have the wonder of ruling with her Messiah. The Kingdom will be a
tremendous time of blessing.
a. Israel will be blessed and all other nations will be subject to her.
(Isaiah 61:3-6) “To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give
unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment
of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.
{4} And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former
desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of
many generations. {5} And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,
and the sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers.
{6} But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you
the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in
their glory shall ye boast yourselves.”
b. Israel, the former adulterous wife, is remarried to God.
(Isaiah 62:2-4) “And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and
all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the
mouth of the LORD shall name. {3} Thou shalt also be a crown of glory
in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.
{4} Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any
more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah (literally
‘My delight is in her’), and thy land Beulah (literally ‘married’): for the
LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.”
2. The Millennial Kingdom will be a wonderfully spiritual time for several
reasons:
a. Jesus Christ is there! His presense will make the kingdom sweet as we
celebrate all He has done for us.
b. Satan is not there! He is bound in the abyss (Rev. 20:2-3), and his
demonic forces are removed.
c. The reign of Jesus Christ is a righteous one. Oppression and injustice are
gone.
d. Because of the domination of righteousness in the kingdom the following
will be true:
(1) Peace (Isaiah 2:4; 11:6-9; 32:18)
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(2) Joy (Isaiah 9:3-4)
(3) Full knowledge of the Lord (Jeremiah 31:34)
(4) Fullness of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-32). Believers will be indwelt
by the Holy Spirit just as they are in this age (Ezek. 36:27; 37:14).
(5) Truth (Zech. 8:3, 8)
(6) Holy (Isa. 35:8-9)
(7) Comfort (Jer. 31:23-25)
e. The will be universal worship of the Lord Jesus. The Temple will be
rebuilt. Jews and Gentiles come to Jerusalem to praise and worship the
King. Animal sacrifices are made in the Temple as a vivid reminder of
the great sacrifice that the Son of God made for us all. (See Isaiah 2:2-4;
11:9-10; Ezekiel 20:40-41; 40:1—46:24; Zechariah 14:16).

C. Physical Conditions
The Millennial Kingdom will be established on earth but significant changes will take
place.
1. The ___________ is removed! When Adam and Eve sinned, God placed a
curse upon His creation (Genesis 3:17-19).
(Genesis 3:17-19) “And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened
unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake;
in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; {18} Thorns also and
thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;
{19} In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return.”
a. Peace comes to the animal kingdom. The carnivores become vegetarian
again and the lion and lamb lie down together. (Genesis 1:30; Isaiah
11:6-9; 35:9; 65:25).
b. The ground becomes amazingly _______________. Thorns and thistles
are removed (Isaiah 32:13-15).
c. There is an abundance of fresh water and the desert will blossom as a
rose (Isaiah 35:1-7).
2. There will be an absence of sickness and disease (Isaiah 29:8; 30:26; 33:24;
35:5-6; 61:1-2; Ezekiel 34:16).
Man will live longer, perhaps rivaling the ages of men prior to the flood. This
marvelous kingdom will last 1,000 years. It will be an unprecedented time
(with the exception of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden) of prosperity,
peace, and sense of well-being. (Then Satan is released from the abyss and
rebellion breaks out again. God will deal with Satan and sin one last final
time.)
3. Israel will live back in her land Ezekiel 47:15-20 records the boundaries.
This territory is probably allotted to Israel to use for their residences. They
will own the land that God covenanted to give to Abraham (which is quite
larger).
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a. Northern Israel—7 tribes live in the north (Dan, Asher, Naphtali,
Manasseh, Ephraim, Reuben, Judah), Ezekiel 48:1-7.
b. Central Israel—land is allotted for the Temple, priests, Levites, the City, the
Prince, Ezekiel 48:8-22.
c. Southern Israel—5 tribes live in the south (Benjamin, Simeon, Issachar,
Zebulun, and Gad), Ezekiel 48:23-27.

d. The name of the city will be...

“The LORD is There!”
4. Jerusalem will be the ___________ of the millennial earth (Isa. 2:2-4; Jer.
31:6; Mic. 4:1; Zech 2:10-11).
a. The center of kingdom rule (Jer. 3:17; 30:16-17; 31:6, 23; Ezek. 43:5-6;
Joel 3:17; Mic. 4:7; Zech. 8:2-3)
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b. It will be a glorious city, protected by the King, enlarged over its former
area (Jer. 31:38-40; Ezek. 48:30-35; Zech. 14:10).
c. Accessible to all in that day (Isa. 35:8-9)
d. Will be the center of worship of the age (Jer. 30:16-21; 31:6; 23, Joel
3:17; Zech. 8:8, 20-23)
e. Will endure forever (Isa. 9:7; 3:20-21; 60:15; Joel 3:19-21; Zech. 8:4).
5. Palestine will be greatly altered (Isa. 33:10-11; Ezek. 47:1-12; Joel 3:18;
Zech. 4:7; 14:4, 8, 10).
a. The mountainous topography gives way to a new valley (Zech. 14:4).
b. A river will flow out from the Holy of Holies, out the right side
(north side) of the Temple. It starts out small (ankle deep) and
flows deeper (to the knees and thighs) and becomes to great to
swim across. It flows south to the Arabah (desert) and into the Dead
Sea. Trees grow along the river. So much fresh water flows into
the Dead Sea that it becomes alive with marine life. It irrigates
the entire region causing it to become a flourishing and fruitful
agricultural area. It is a river of water of life (Ezekiel 47:1-12)!
c. Rainfall will be in abundance (Isa. 30:23-25; 35:6-7; 41:17-18; 49:10;
Ezek. 34:26; Zech. 10:1; Joel 2:23-24). Rain is a particular sign of
blessing for a land like Palestine.
d. The land will have to be reconstructed after being ravaged by
wars during the Tribulation Period.
e. Palestine will be redistributed to the twelve tribes of Israel
as outlined in Ezek. 48:1-19.
6. Israel will be protected in their land (Isa. 1:8-14; Ezek.
34:27-28). Protected from whom?—from those who choose
to reject the rule of God and align themselves against Him.
7. The Temple will be rebuilt and operational. Temple sacrifices are
_______________ to the sacrifice of Christ.
8. Rather than idleness, there will be labor (Isa. 65:21-23)—both agriculture
and manufacturing.
9. A unified language will exist, eliminating language barriers and increasing
free social intercourse (Zeph 3:9).
10. There will be family life, reproduction, repopulation of earth by people
in their natural bodies (believers who survived the Tribulation). These
millennial offspring will be born with a sin nature and will require salvation
(Jer. 30:20; 31:29; Ezek. 47:22; Zech. 10:8).
11. The inhabitants of the Millennial Kingdom will be:
a. Saved natural-bodied people coming out of the Tribulation (living saints,
mortals).
b. Lost children born to the people in their natural bodies.
c. Saved glorified-bodied people that came back from heaven with Christ at
His Second Coming (resurrected saints, immortals).
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Will mortals and immortals interact during the Millennial Kingdom?
What is the relationship between the resurrected saints and the living saved
and lost people of the Millennial Kingdom? Non-premillennial students of
the Bible have scoffed at the idea that they would co-exist.
“...If the resurrected saints are like angels, how can it be imagined, much less
asserted, that for one thousand years they shall mingle freely with men and
women still in their carnal and mortal bodies, and live together under identical conditions? Premillennialism does not solve this question. The Bible does
not solve it either, for the simple reason that the Bible does not propound it. It
did not originate with the Bible.”
Millennial Studies, by George L. Murray, pp.91-92
Is this a problem? Will Jesus Christ live in the Millennial Kingdom with
mortals in His resurrected body? Yes. Did any difficulty exist between Jesus
in His resurrected body and His disciples in their mortal bodies during His
_________-resurrection ministry? No.
There is no biblical evidence that the mortals of the millennium will not interact with the immortals. The living people will sin. The resurrected people
will not sin for they have been through their judgment day, had their sins
removed, and have been made like Christ. Therefore, they will not sinfully
interact with the sinners of the Millennial Kingdom.
The Millennial Kingdom is the direct administration of divine government
on earth for 1,000 years. One should expect there to be co-existence of the
immortal and the mortal. The millennial age will be the final test of fallen humanity under the most ideal circumstances, surrounded by every enablement
to obey the rule of God. The outward sources of temptation are removed so
man will be without excuse. The resurrected saints need not this final test for
they are already perfected and submissive to the King. But they are present
in the Millennial Kingdom to do the bidding of the King! And they will do it
gratefully.

IV. THE CLOSE OF THE KINGDOM
The final confrontation with God occurs at the end of the Millennial Kingdom—the
Battle of God and Magog.
(Revelation 20:7-9) “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out
of his prison, (8) And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters
of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is
as the sand of the sea. (9) And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed
the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them.”
A. The participants of this final battle
1. Satan is loosed from the abyss (Rev. 20:7), and marshalls any army.
2. Fallen mankind who has chaffed under the righteous rule of Jesus Christ
during the millennium join Satan’s effort to overthrow God’s rule.
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a. They come from the four quarters of earth. This isn’t a local rebellion;
it is worldwide. The rebels travel from far and near. Perhaps rogue
nations marshall armies and airlift them to the battlefront. Naval troop
transports deliver soldiers to the Mediterranean shore and to the end of
the Gulf of Aquaba. Armored personnel carriers race across the deserts.
Soldiers arrive in every conceivable way. It doesn’t matter how they get
there—walking, driving, riding horseback—they are just compelled to be
participants in this battle. They WILL NOT have Christ rule over them,
and Satan is their chance to stop it.
b. The rebels are _____________ (“the number of whom is as the sand
of the sea”). It is not that humanity has a few bad eggs. Do we actually
comprehend just how wicked fallen humanity is?
3. The saints of God are the objects of Satan’s hatred. They are obedient to
God and have repented of their sin. The loosing of Satan from the abyss is
his opportunity to destroy these saints who have never faced his temptations.
Destroying them is a blow against God.
B. The place of this final battle
Satan compasses the saints of God and the beloved city of the King (Jerusalem).
Any general would beseige a city by compassing it about and thereby cutting off
all escape routes. Satan may be a military stratecian, but He woefully underestimates his opponent.
C. The punishment of this final battle
Once the full complement of rebels are present, God effortlessly rains fire down
from heaven and devours them. All of Satan’s strategy is for naught—the plans,
the preparation, the effort to travel to the battlefront—it is over before it begins.
The lost mortals die and go to hell only to be soon resurrected to stand before
the final tribunal of the King—the Great White Throne Judgment—where they
are judged, condemned, sentenced, and cast to the Lake of Fire for ever and ever.
And Satan, he was already in the Lake of Fire. There was no trial for him; he was
immediately cast there from the Battle of Gog and Magog.
The fact that the millennium closes with a final rebellion against God is irrefutable proof of the utter lostness and sinfulness of humanity. Left to his own devices, man will sink to the depths of depravity every time. The only hope he has
is deliverance from his sin—salvation through Jesus Christ. But his opportunity
for deliverance is NOT everlasting. He better repent while he has the chance.
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