THE RAPTURE OF THE SAINTS
— Caught Up to Meet Christ in the Clouds —
I.

THE IDEA OF THE RAPTURE

Prophecy in the Old Testament reveals the coming of the
Messiah in humility (Isaiah 53) and in power (Isaiah 11;
Jeremiah 23; Ezekiel 37; Matthew 16:27; 24:27-31, 2 Thessalonians 2:8). When He returns in power He will appear
with His people to conquer and to reign (Zechariah 14:4-9;
Revelation 19:11-16).
We are not dealing with either of these comings. The
doctrine of the Rapture is entirely different from the
doctrines of the first and second comings of Christ.
The Rapture refers to the sudden taking away of the
children of God from this earth. The term rapture
comes from the Latin word “rapturo.” This is the Latin
caught
translation of the Greek verb “_______________
up,”
which is found in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. Paul teaches that
true believers in Christ will suddenly be caught up into the
air by the power of Christ and will meet Him in the air. There
is
no parallel passage of this in the Old Testament. This doctrine emerges
from a literal, consistent interpretation of such passages as John 14:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:11, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; and the book of Revelation.
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A. Supporting Scripture
1. (John 14:1-3)
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. {2}
In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. {3} And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I
am, there ye may be also.”
a. Jesus promised He would return.
b. When He returns He will take His followers to heaven.
c. John 14 is the first mention of the Rapture event in the Scriptures.
2. (Titus 2:13)
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;”
a. The return of Christ is the future hope of the believer.
b. We should be looking for the appearing of Christ. There are no signs
pinpointing the Rapture. The Rapture event itself is what is to be
anticipated.
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3. (1 Corinthians 15:51-53)
“Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, {52} In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and
we shall be changed. {53} For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality.”
mystery
a. The Rapture event has been a ________________.
b. The mystery is that not all believers will experience death, rather they
will meet the Lord in the air in transformed bodies.
4. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)
“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
{14} For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. {15} For this we say unto
you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. {16} For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: {17} Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord. {18} Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”
a. This is the central passage in the Bible on the Rapture.
b. The first and second comings prophesied in the Old Testament have
Israel
reference to _______________.
Presently she has been temporarily cut
off due to her rejection of her Messiah. A new dispensation commenced
and God began to work through a newly formed organism—the Church.
As we near the end of this dispensation God will remove those whom
He has been working through and will, once again, bring Israel to the
forefront of His program. This will release the “pause button” and begin
the final seven years of God’s prophetic clock!
B. Synopsis of the event
1. Three inaugural sounds announce the Rapture.
a. Christ’s shout—“a shout of command” that implies authority and
urgency. What is shouted? The Scriptures don’t say; perhaps it will
be words similar to those given to the apostle John “Come up hither!”
(Revelation 4:1)
b. The archangel’s voice—Michael is the only archangel mentioned in
Scripture (Jude 9). He is a chief angel. Perhaps the angels attend us at
the Rapture as we pass through Satan’s domain as “Prince of the power
of the air.” What he voices is not mentioned in Scripture.
c. The trumpet of God—since the days when Israel was camped down
at Mount Sinai, trumpets were used to call God’s people together for
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assembly. This “last trump” (1 Corinthians 15:52) summons both the
living and dead saints home to heaven.
Note: Most likely unbelievers around the world will be aware that something
dramatic and supernatural is taking place.
2. The meeting place of the Rapture
a. Believers will be caught up to meet the Lord in the clouds, in the air (1
Thessalonians 4:17).
b. The meeting takes place somewhere between heaven and earth.
c. This location helps distinguish the Rapture from the Second Coming
when Christ actually comes down to the earth.

II. THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE RAPTURE
Who participates in the Rapture?
A. The Lord Jesus Christ
(1 Thessalonians 4:16) “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first:”
B. Believers
1. Participants are said to be “in Christ.” These are ones who have
experienced the new birth.
(2 Corinthians 5:17) “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
2. These believers may be living at the time of the Rapture or they may have
died already.
Deceased Christians
a. _______________
(1) The Thessalonian Christians were disturbed about some in their
fellowship who died prior to the Rapture. They were anticipating
this great event and now began to wonder what would become of
their brothers and sisters who had died already.
(2) Paul wrote the Corinthian Christians that the “dead shall be raised
incorruptible” (1 Corinthians 15:52). Resurrection is very much a
part of the Rapture.
(3) The dead in Christ precede the living believers.
b. Living Christians
(1) They will be instantaneously translated — without death!
(2) Their mortal body puts on immortality, and they shall never die!

III. THE RESULTS OF THE RAPTURE
What are the results of the Rapture? What is our situation after it has taken place?
What does this magnanimous event accomplish?
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A. God’s great promise to return is FULFILLED! God will have kept His word!
(John 14:2-3) “In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. {3} And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.”
B. Our salvation will be complete!
1. Though redemption’s price is paid-in-full, we are eagerly awaiting the
redemption of the body when sin will no longer be manifest therein. We
will be liberated from the presence and the effects of sin.
(Romans 8:23) “And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.”
2. Our body will be made like the Lord’s. We shall be like Him.
(1 John 3:2) “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”
(also see 1 Cor. 15:42-55)
C. We will be united with all believers.
This is a note of comfort to believers who have been separated from loved ones.
(1 Thessalonians 4:17-18) “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord. {18} Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”
“letteth” = hindereth
This one that hindereth is a person
(“he”). Iniquity is
working in the world
and this one is hindering its leavening.
Once he is removed,
the Wicked one
(Antichrist) will be
revealed. The hinderer
is the indwelling Holy
Spirit.
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restraining
D. The __________________
influence of the Holy Spirit is removed.
This allows the Antichrist to be revealed and to begin to act.
(2 Thessalonians 2:7-8) “For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only
he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. {8} And then shall
that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:”

IV. THE TIMING OF THE RAPTURE
When will the Rapture occur? This is the point of much discussion and disagreement.
Whereas premillennialists are in general agreement regarding the place and participants
of the Rapture, they are divided over the timing of the event—split among the Posttribulational, Midtribulational, and Pretribulational Rapture positions. Does Jesus Christ remove
His children from earth after the Tribulation Period is over, before it begins, or in the
middle of the seven years? Notice that these positions are identified by their relationship
to the Tribulation Period.

We hold to the Pretribulational Rapture position and will start here but giving some
consideration to the other views.
A. The Pretribulational Rapture Position
We will look at eight major issues in support of a Pretribulational Rapture.

exempt from the wrath of God. The church will have trials
1. The church is _________
in the future just as she always has. There will be persecutions, temptations,
and trials, but not tribulation on the scale of that special period yet to come.
a. The uniqueness of tribulation wrath
(Matthew 24:21) “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”
(Jeremiah 30:7) “Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is
even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.”
(Daniel 12:1) “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great
prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall
be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even
to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every
one that shall be found written in the book.”
(Joel 2:2) “A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and
of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great
people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be
any more after it, even to the years of many generations.”
b. Why is tribulation wrath unique?
(1) It is universal! No nation or people on earth will escape it. The
world-wide devastation and terrible carnage affects all of mankind.
(2) It is inexplicable — to natural man. It is a time of unsurpassed
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supernaturalism. Miraculous, supernatural events abound. God has
performed miracles at certain periods in the past (Moses, Elijah
and Elijah, Jesus Christ) but never to the extent of what is going to
happen during the Tribulation. There will be signs, wonders, and
supernatural phenomenon from God and from Satan.
(3) It is deadly! The sheer number of people who perish during this
relatively short period of time is unrivaled in human history. The
entire world was destroyed in the time of Noah. Jesus Christ knew
this and said, “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”
The number of dead in the Tribulation far surpasses the number
that drowned in Noah’s flood!
c. The church is removed and protected from this wrath.
(1 Thessalonians 5:9-10) “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but
to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, {10} Who died for us, that,
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.” We are
not appointed to wrath.
(Revelation 3:10) “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I
also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon
all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”
Note: “All” = it will not be a local time of trouble but a worldwide catastrophe! “Keep thee from”—ek means “out from,” indicates a keeping out
from trial rather than keeping one through the trial.
(1 Thessalonians 1:9-10) “For they themselves show of us what
manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God
from idols to serve the living and true God; {10} And to wait for his
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which
delivered us from the wrath to come.”
We are waiting for the Son of God to return (v.10). We are delivered
from the wrath to come. We are not waiting for wrath.
purposes
2. The _______________
of the Tribulation do not include the church. The
two-fold purpose of the Tribulation deals with the nation of Israel and the
Christ-rejecting world. The saints have no reason to be there.
a. Purpose #1—To prepare the nation of Israel to receive the Messiah and
the Millennial Kingdom (see section on the Purpose of the Tribulation).
b. Purpose #2—To execute judgment on the wicked and in the process to
take back the earth from Satan. The whole world will be judged for its
sin and rejection of Jesus Christ.
imminent coming of Jesus Christ
3. The concept of the _______________
By imminent we mean “at any moment.” Jesus Christ’s coming for His
saints can happen at any moment.
a. No event must occur before the Rapture. It is the next event in God’s
prophetic timetable.
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b. The imminency of the Rapture stands in contrast to the signs of the
Second Coming. The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is preceded
by several signs (see Matthew 24)—such as the appearance of the
Antichrist and the abomination of desolation. Israel is given signs to
look for which precede the Second Coming. The saints are to look for
the Lord Himself at any moment.
c. The imminent return of Christ is made the grounds for holy living:
by Paul
(Philippians 4:5) “Let your moderation be known unto all men. The
Lord is at hand.”
(Titus 2:13) “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;”
by Peter
(1 Peter 1:13-15) “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober,
and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ; {14} As obedient children, not fashioning
yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: {15} But
as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation;”
by John
(1 John 3:2-3) “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear,
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. {3} And every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”
by James
(James 5:7-9) “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth,
and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.
{8} Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh. {9} Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be
condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.”
Note: Because the Lord, the Judge, could appear at any moment, believers are to live correctly!
d. Paul expected to be alive at the Rapture, looking for it at any moment.
(1 Thessalonians 4:15) “For this we say unto you by the word of the
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord
shall not prevent them which are asleep.”
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e. The early Christians used the term maranatha, “Our Lord, come.”
(1 Corinthians 16:22) “If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let
him be Anathema Maranatha.”
“This is a witness to their strong belief in the imminent return of
Christ. If they knew that Christ could not return at any moment because of other events or a time period that had to transpire first, why
did they petition Him in a way that implied that He could come at any
moment.” (Maranatha, Our Lord Come, Renald Showers, page 131)
f.

The saints are instructed to:
look

(Titus 2:13)

watch (1 Thessalonians 5:6)
wait

(1 Thessalonians 1:10)

4. The necessity of an interval of time between the Rapture and the Second
Coming
Several events found in the Scriptures seem to take place after the Rapture but
before the Second Coming of the Messiah:
a. The Rewarding of the Saints — this occurs at the Judgment Seat of
Christ or Bema Seat (1 Corinthians 3:11—4:5; 2 Corinthians 5;10).
(1) This reward judgment is closely associated with the return of
Christ.
(1 Peter 5:4) “And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”
(Revelation 22:12) “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward
is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”
(2) By the time the Second Coming arrives, the saints have already
been rewarded.
(Revelation 19:8) “And to her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the
righteousness of saints.”
b. The Presentation of the Church to Christ and Marriage of the Lamb
(Revelation 19:1) “And after these things I heard a great voice of
much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and
honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:”
(Revelation 19:7-9) “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to
him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made
herself ready. {8} And to her was granted that she should be arrayed
in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness
of saints. {9} And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are
called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me,
These are the true sayings of God.”
(1) This marriage of Christ and His “bride” (the church) takes place
in heaven. Christ has given His life for the church “That he might
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present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish”
(Ephesians 5:27). Believers are united to Christ forever “... that
where I am, there ye may be also (John 14:3)” and “... so shall we
ever be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17).
(2) When the bridegroom returns (Second Coming) He is married
(Matthew 25:1-13).
“There were two phases to Jewish weddings. First, the bridegroom
went to the bride’s home to obtain his bride and observe certain
religious ceremonies. Then he took his bride to his own home for a
resumption of the festivities. Christ will take His bride, the church,
to heaven before the tribulation period begins; then He will return
with His bride at His Second Coming to the marriage supper on
earth. The virgins represent the professing Jewish remnant on earth
at His return.” (Ryrie Study Bible, notes by Charles Ryrie, page
1385, Matthew 25:1)
(3) “The implication is evident that those in heaven who compose the
“bride” are already translated or resurrected and their righteous
acts determined and rewarded.... If the church is to be judged,
rewarded, and joined to Christ is the symbol of marriage before
the Second Advent, an interval of time is required.” (The Rapture
Question, John Walvoord, page 84).
c. The salvation of those who will enter the Millennial Kingdom in nonglorified bodies.
(1) At the Rapture all believers are removed from earth and the
Tribulation begins. For seven years people on earth are being saved
and at Christ’s Second Coming these believers (along with those
believers who died during the Tribulation) will enter the Millennial
Kingdom in natural (non-glorified) bodies. There is no biblical
evidence that they have received new bodies. They will fulfill
the statements made by the Old Testament prophets concerning
Millennial Age. The Scripture is clear that life on earth in the
Millennium relates to people not translated and not resurrected, a
people still in their mortal bodies.
(2) A Pretribulational or Midtribulational Rapture allows time (from
the Rapture to the Second Coming or seven years) for a large
number of people to be saved. These are the ones to enter the
Millennial Kingdom in mortal bodies.
(3) A Posttribulational Rapture has a major problem here.
5. The work of the Restrainer.
The Restrainer is the Holy Spirit. He is the person best able to defeat and
counteract Satan; He has been restraining evil throughout the ages.
a. In what sense is the Holy Spirit taken out of the way?
(1) His residence in the church is removed.
(2) He will continue on earth in the same capacity as His Old
Testament ministry.
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(3) His New Testament ministry has been indwelling and empowering
the church as the body of Christ.
b. Since the Holy Spirit indwells the church and the Holy Spirit is
removed prior to the revealing of the Antichrist, the church must be
removed prior to the revealing of the Antichrist — at the beginning of
the Tribulation.
evidence for the Church’s presence in the Tribulation.
6. The lack of _______________
Many Tribulation passages in both the Old and New Testaments refer to
Israel’s presence as well as the presence of some who are saved. Never is the
church mentioned as being there—either by the usual word ekklesia or by
phrases such as “the body of Christ” or “the bride of Christ.” In the book of
Revelation the apostle John does mention the church more than twenty times
in the first three chapters and once in the benediction (Revelation 22:16).
Revelation’s teaching on the Tribulation begins in chapter four through nineteen. The church is not found there.
7. The argument from typology. Old Testament examples of God’s children being
removed before divine judgment fell:
a. Noah and his family
b. Rahab and her family
c. Lot and his family—Lot was a righteous man (2 Peter 2:6-9) and the
presence of this one backslidden believer prevented the outpouring of
deserved judgment (Genesis 19:22). God removed Lot from Sodom
and then sent deserved judgment.
8. The distinction between the events of the Rapture and the Second Coming
These distinctions don’t prove a Pretribulational Rapture; however, they
would certainly allow for it, and they cast significant doubt on a Posttribulational Rapture. These differences are observed from comparing the
main passages dealing with the Rapture with those dealing with the Second
Coming. (See table below)

THE RAPTURE VERSUS THE SECOND COMING
Rapture
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Second Coming

1. Saints meet Christ in the air

1. Christ descends to the Mt. of Olives

2. No judgment of unbelievers associated
with the Rapture

2. Judgment is an emphasis of the Second Coming

3. There is no mention of the millennial kingdom being established after the
Rapture

3. One reason for the Second Coming
is to set up the long awaited millennial
kingdom

4. Living and dead saints receive glorified
bodies upon being translated

4. No translation and no glorified bodies
received

5. The Rapture occurs before the wrath of
God is poured out on the world

5. The Second Coming follows this time
of wrath

6. The coming of the Lord in connection
with the Rapture is seen as imminent

6. Numerous signs and events must take
place prior to the Second Coming

7. The Lord goes to heaven with His saints

7. The Lord comes from heaven with
His saints

8. All believers will be removed from
earth leaving only unbelievers

8. All unbelievers will be removed from
earth leaving only believers to be part
of the millennial kingdom

B. The Posttribulational Rapture Position
“Posttribulationalism finds itself faced with several difficult theological problems:

1. The need for nonglorified bodies to enter the millennium and the presence of
‘sheep’ at the ‘sheep and goat’ judgment
2. The problem of the church’s exemption from the wrath of God
3. The need for adequate time to include the three events that occur after the Rapture
but before the Second Coming
4. The distinction between the church and Israel with its unfulfilled covenant promises
5. The combining by some of a literal hermeneutic with the allegorical approach
6. The doctrine of imminency
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Though not problem free, the Pretribulational view handles all these issues
with a greater ease and consistency.” (Understanding End Times Prophecy, by
Paul Benware, page 210.
C. The Partial Rapture Position
Within the Pretribulational Rapture view is the position held by some that only
the faithful, spiritual Christians will be taken by Christ at the Rapture. It is only
for those who are “watching” and “waiting” for the Lord’s return. The unprepared
Christians (because of their worldliness and carnality) will either be raptured sometime during the Tribulation or at its end or will entirely miss being raptured. Why
reject this view?
1. This view has problems in relation to the doctrine of salvation.
2. The Bible clearly teaches all believers are included in the Rapture.
(1 Corinthians 15:51) “Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed.”
3. 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10 teaches that watchful and unwatchful Christians
will be raptured. Rapture does not depend upon watchfulness; it is a
certainty that depends upon God.
4. This theory divides the body of Christ.
D. The Midtribulational Position

This view places the Rapture in the middle of the Tribulation, after the first three
and one-half years has expired. Midtribulationalists only view the last half of Daniel’s seventieth week as the Tribulation. They connect the Rapture with the sounding of the seventh trumpet in Revelation 10:7 and 11:15 saying the seventh trumpet
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(the last in a series of seven) is the same “last” trumpet mentioned in 1 Corinthians
15:52. The two witness taken to heaven are symbolic of the Rapture of the church.
This seventh trumpet begins the Great Tribulation since Revelation 11:18 declares
that God’s wrath has now come. Nothing that precedes the Seals and Trumpets is
regarded as wrath. The Seal Judgments and the first six of the Trumpet Judgments
are not part of God’s wrath but are declared to be the wrath of man or the wrath of
Satan. Midtribulationalists must find a way to disprove the imminency of Christ’s
return since the notable events in the first half of the Tribulation would serve as
clears signs pointing to the soon coming of Christ.
Analysis of the Midtribulation Position:
1. The Rapture is not mentioned in texts that speak about the midpoint events.
2. Connecting the “last” trumpet of 1 Corinthians 15 with the seventh trumpet
of Revelation 11 is tenuous. Scriptures are full of references to trumpets
and they signal a variety of great eschatological events—judgments, the
gathering of the elect, resurrection.
a. The “last” trump of 1 Corinthians 15 is a call to believers in Christ
to meet the Lord in the air and experience the completion of their
salvation.
b. The seventh trumpet in Revelation 11 is the last in a series of seven
announcing judgments on the earth.
3. The seventh trumpet does not begin the wrath of God.
a. Notice the wrath of God in the Seal Judgments (Revelation 6:16-17).
b. Jesus Christ is the one breaking the seals and releasing God’s wrath on
the earth (Revelation 5).
c. It is incorrect to say that a judgment is a divine judgment only if it
comes directly from God—God used other nations to execute His
judgments upon His people (e.g., Isaiah 7:17f).
E. The Pre-wrath Rapture View
This is a more recent view and modification of the Midtribulation position. It teaches
that the church will be raptured about three-fourths of the way through Daniel’s Seventieth Week, just prior to The Day of the Lord.
1. Summary of the Position
a. Daniel’s Seventieth Week is divided into three distinct periods: The
Beginning of Sorrows, the Great Tribulation, and the Day of the Lord.
b. God’s wrath is poured out during the Day of the Lord only, and the
church is raptured prior to this.
c. The first part of Daniel’s Seventieth Week is the Beginning of Sorrows
(Matthew 24:8) and is not the Tribulation. The term Tribulation is only
used to describe the second 3½ years of the Seventieth Week. The first
four seal judgments are poured out on earth—but these are the man’s
wrath and not God’s.
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d. Midway through the Seventieth Week the Antichrist breaks his
covenant with Israel, sets up the abomination of desolation, and the
Great Tribulation begins.
(1) The Great Tribulation and The Day of the Lord are kept separate.
Pre-wrath advocates must keep the wrath of God out of the Great
Tribulation. God’s wrath is definitely a part of The Day of the
Lord; therefore, the Great Tribulation is distinct from The Day of
the Lord. The wrath during the Great Tribulation is the wrath of
Satan carried out through the Antichrist.

(2) The Great Tribulation is so terrible that it is cut short by God
Himself. Perhaps it will last for one or two years.
e. At the end of the Great Tribulation Christ will rapture His church and
then The Day of the Lord will come with all of God’s fury.
f.

The pre-wrath view sees the Second Coming and the Rapture as one
event, lasting about 1½ years, with four comings of Christ within the
confines of that one Second Coming.
(1) 1st Coming — Christ comes to take believers to heaven.
(2) 2nd Coming (ends the Seventieth Week) — Christ brings salvation
to Israel and remains on earth for six days before returning to
heaven. A thirty-day period of reclamation of the earth by the Lord
will occur when the bowl judgments are poured out following the
end of the Seventieth Week.
(3) 3rd Coming — After the thirty day period Christ returns to
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earth with His angels to defeat the Antichrist in the battle of
Armageddon. This victory is followed by a forty-five day period
after which Christ will return to heaven.
(4) 4th Coming — Christ will return to earth with His bride to
establish the Millennial Kingdom.
2. Analysis of the Pre-Wrath Position
a. The division of the Tribulation into three distinct periods
(1) Daniel and Revelation both divide the Tribulation into two periods
of 3½ years each (Daniel 7:25; Revelation 12:6, 14; 13:5). A third
division is therefore highly questionable.
(2) It is not improper to use the term tribulation to refer to the first 3½
years of Daniel’s Seventieth Week. In Matthew 24:9 Jesus said,
“Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted (Greek word for
Tribulation), and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations
for my name’s sake.”
In verse 15 the abomination of desolation is set up which occurs
midway through the Tribulation. What happens before this
midpoint Jesus called tribulation. Jesus called what happens after
the midpoint “great tribulation” which seems to suggest that what
happens before is tribulation.
(3) The Day of the Lord and the Great Tribulation are two designations
of the same event. Four passages speak of this awful time
(Matthew 24:21 and Daniel 12:1, Joel 2:1-2, and Jeremiah 30:7).
In Matthew 24:21 Jesus is quoting Daniel 12:1 and says that it is in
the Great Tribulation (the second half of the Seventieth Week) that
this unparalleled time of trouble takes place. Joel 2:1-2, however,
says that this unparalleled time of trouble takes place in the Day of
the Lord. There can only be one “unparalleled” time of trouble.
(4) The shortening of the Great Tribulation from 3½ years to a shorter
period to allow time for The Day of the Lord after it and stay
within the 7 years is inaccurate. God is going to cut the Great
Tribulation short — to 3½ years and not let it endure for a lengthier
period.
(5) The pre-wrath view of the beginning and duration of The Day of
the Lord is too narrow and doesn’t allow for all that the Scriptures
assigns to this period.
b. The wrath of God in not confined to the last part of the last 3½ years of
the Tribulation. The judgments in Revelation 6-19 do not come from
Satan, the Antichrist, or mankind, but from Jesus Christ.
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