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THE TRIBULATION PERIOD

The Bible speaks of a coming day when God will pour out His wrath upon this world. 
That event is called:  

•	 “The Day of the Lord”

•	 “That Day”

•	 “The Tribulation”

•	 “Great Tribulation”

•	 “The Time of Jacob’s Trouble”

•	 “The Wrath of God”, and we also refer to it as

•	 “The	Seventieth	Week	of	Daniel”

(For more information on The Day of the Lord refer to the articles section of your 
notebook).

I. THE TIMING OF THE TRIBULATION

Based	on	Daniel	9:24-27	and	Isaiah	24:1–27:13	the	Tribulation	Period	begins	when	the	
man	known	as	the	Antichrist	signs	a	____________	with	the	nation	of	Israel.	This	is	
at	the	beginning	of	the	seventieth	week	of	Daniel’s	prophecy.	Technically,	the	Rapture	
does	not	begin	the	Tribulation.	There	may	be	a	brief	period	of	time	between	the	Rapture	
of the Church and the signing of the covenant; a time to allow necessary alignments 
and	developments	to	take	place.	The	Tribulation	lasts	for	one	week	(7	years	—	based	
on	Daniel	9:24-27)	and	is	divided	into	two	parts	of	3	1/2	years	each.

II. A DIAGRAM OF THE TRIBULATION
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III. THE PURPOSE OF THE TRIBULATION

A. To _______________ wicked, unbelieving people and nations

The whole world will be judged for its sin and rejection of Jesus Christ.

(Isaiah 13:9-11)  “Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath 
and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners 
thereof out of it. {10} For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof 
shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the 
moon shall not cause her light to shine. {11} And I will punish the world for 
their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of 
the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.”

(Jeremiah 25:32-33)  “Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, evil shall go 
forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the 
coasts of the earth. {33} And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from 
one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be 
lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the ground.”

(2 Thessalonians 2:12)  “That they all might be damned who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”

(Revelation 6:15-16)  “And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the 
rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and 
every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 
{16} And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face 
of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:”

(Revelation 11:18)  “And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and 
the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give 
reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy 
name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.”

1. The unrighteous have willfully and arrogantly refused to live in obedience 
to the Creator.

2.	 The	creature	will	be	held	responsible	to	the	Creator	for	violating	His	laws	and	
standards.	God	will	deal	will	all	nations	of	the	world	(Psalm	2:5;	Jeremiah	
25:30-32;	Zechariah	12:3;	2	Thessalonians	2:12;	Revelation	3:10;	6:15).

3.	 The	Tribulation	will	be	an	unprecedented	time	of	trouble	and	judgment	on	this	
earth	(Revelation	6-18;	Matthew	24:4-28).

4.	 In	three	series	of	judgments	(the	seals,	trumpets,	and	bowls)	close	to	80%	
of	the	world’s	population	will	perish,	and	life	on	this	planet	will	be	chaotic!

5.	 If	God	didn’t	limit	the	length	of	the	Tribulation	then	no	human	being	would	
survive	it	(Matthew	24:22).

6.	 Satan	will	be	uniquely	active	during	the	Tribulation.	He	will	seek	to	thwart	
the	plan	of	God	and	will	attempt	to	put	all	God’s	people	to	death.

7.	 Satan	will	successfully	deceive	many	and	will	get	many	to	follow	him	(2	
Thessalonians	2:1-12;	Matthew	24:21-24;	Revelation	13:1-18).
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8.	 God	could	deal	with	sin	instantly	and	not	require	seven	years.	This	
suggests that judgment, though important in the plan of God, is not the 
main	reason	for	the	seven-year	period	of	Tribulation.	Rather	it	is	to—

B. To prepare Israel for her Messiah

1.	 It	is	the	first	and	great	purpose	of	God	to	use	the	tribulation	to	bring	Israel	
to	the	point	where	she	will	respond	in	a	positive	way	to	God’s	gracious	
offer	of	salvation.	God	is	going	to	save	the	nation	of	Israel	and	bring	her	
under	a	new	covenant—a	covenant	of	salvation.

2.	 The	tribulation	period	is	primarily	Jewish.	Scriptures	dealing	with	this	period	
of	time	use	terms	such	as:		time	of	Jacob’s	trouble,	Daniel’s	people,	holy	
place, Judaea, Jerusalem, twelve tribes, signs in heaven, covenant with the 
beast,	sanctuary,	sacrifice,	and	oblation	(temple	ritual).	These	are	Jewish	
terms.	(Deuteronomy	4:30;	Daniel	12:1;	Ezekiel	20:37;	Zechariah	13:8-9;	
Matthew	24:15-20)

3.	 Daniel’s	seventieth	week	deals	with	God’s	plan	for	Israel	(See	Daniel’s	
Preview	of	History	section).	(Daniel	9:24)		“Seventy	weeks	are	determined	
upon	thy	people	and	upon	thy	holy	city,	to	finish	the	transgression,	and	to	
make	an	end	of	sins,	and	to	make	reconciliation	for	iniquity,	and	to	bring	
in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 
anoint	the	most	Holy.”

4.	 God’s	purpose	is	to	bring	about	the	_______________	of	a	multitude	of	
Jews	who	will	experience	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	covenant	promises.	A	
multitude	of	Jews	will	be	saved	(Revelation	7:1-8).	Intense	persecution	
will	cause	Israel	to	turn	to	Jesus	Christ	as	her	Messiah—God	will	save	all	
who	turn	to	Him.	It	is	absolutely	essential	for	Israel	to	become	partakers	
of	the	new	covenant	(salvation)	before	there	can	be	a	final	and	complete	
fulfillment	of	the	covenant	promises	of	the	Old	Testament.

5.	 Though	other	nations	will	be	involved	in	the	Tribulation,	the	focus	of	that	
time	is	the	nation	of	Israel.

IV. THE NATURE OF THE TRIBULATION

There	are	numerous	passages	of	Scripture	prophesying	a	time	of	_______________	
and	judgment	of	the	nation	of	Israel.	Some	of	these	were	fulfilled	historically	but	have	
a	greater	fulfillment	yet	in	the	future.	Key	passages	dealing	with	the	Tribulation	are	
Daniel	9:24-27;	Isaiah	24;	Joel	2;	Matthew	24;	and	Revelation	6-20.	The	Tribulation	
involves	the	judgment	of	God	upon	an	unbelieving	world	(detailed	in	Revelation	6-19).	
The	consecutive	series	of	seals,	trumpets,	and	bowl	judgments	of	Revelation	detail	God’s	
judgment upon unbelievers, climaxing in the triumphant return of Christ to earth with His 
bride,	the	church	(Revelation	19:11-21).

A. It is a time of outpouring of God’s wrath (1 Thessalonians 1:10; Revelation 
6:16-17; 11:18; 14:19; 15:1; 16:1,19).

B. It is a time of punishment (Isaiah 24:20-21).

C. It is a time of trouble (Jeremiah 30:7; Daniel 12:1).
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D. It is a time of great destruction (Joel 1:15; 1 Thessalonians 5:3).

E. It is a time of desolation (Zephaniah 1:14-15).

F. It is a time of judgment (Revelation 14:7; 16:5; 19:2).

Note:	 Since	the	church	is	the	object	of	God’s	love,	it	is	difficult	to	see	how	it	
could be present during the Tribulation.

V. THE PEOPLE OF THE TRIBULATION

Other	than	God	and	Satan	there	are	a	number	of	others	who	play	significant		roles	in	the	
drama of this terrible period.

A. The Antichrist

1. His names
a.	 Only	once	is	he	called	the	“Antichrist.”

1 John 2:18  “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard 
that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; 
whereby we know that it is the last time.”

b. “Man of lawlessness”	(2	Thessalonians	2:3)—this	title	emphasizes	his	
personal wickedness as he lives lawlessly.

c. “The beast”	(Revelation	13,	17)—wildly	hostile	to	God
d. “Little horn”	(Daniel	7:8)—a	man	of	_____________.	According	to	

Daniel	7,	he	is	proud,	aggressive,	and	hostile	to	God.
2.	 His	abilities

a.	 He	is	empowered	by	Satan	(Daniel	7:8-26;	9:26-27;	11:36-45;	2	
Thessalonians	2:3-10;	Revelation	13:1-9;	17:8-14).

b. Great leadership, can solve complex world problems.
c.	 Intelligent,	economic	and	political	prowess
d.	 Militarily	powerful	and	brilliant
e. Great oratorical ability to persuade multitudes to follow him

3.	 His	pursuits
a.	 Phase	One—he	is	the	leader	of	a	powerful	western	nation.	The	

“little	horn”	(Daniel	7)	comes	out	of	the	revived	Roman	empire.	
This empirical revival takes place after the Tribulation begins; this 
Antichrist	goes	out	to	conquer	(Revelation	6:2).	He	conquers	three	
nations	and	possibly	seven	others	(Daniel	7:8,	20).	He	enters	a	
covenant	with	Israel	(which	starts	the	Tribulation);	apparently	he	is	
powerful	enough	to	guarantee	the	safety	of	Israel.

b.	 Phase	Two—during	the	first	half	of	the	Tribulation	period	the	Antichrist	
will	rule	the	revived	Roman	empire.	He	will	make	enemies	who	will	
assassinate	him	midway	through	the	Tribulation	(Revelation	13:3,	12,	
14).	He	is	restored	to	life	and	becomes	the	object	of	worship	(along	with	
Satan).

Where is America? 
Is she:
1. United with Eu-
rope and led by the 
Antichrist, or
2. Destroyed due to 
the Rapture or due 
to her own cor-
ruption—moral and 
financial?
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c.	 Phase	Three—for	forty-two	months	(3½	years)	he	rules	as	dictator	of	
the	world	(Revelation	13:5-7).

d.	 Phase	Four—at	the	end	of	the	Tribulation	he	is	defeated	by	Jesus	Christ	
upon	His	return,	and	he	becomes	the	first	occupant	of	the	Lake	of	Fire	
(Revelation	19:20).

 

B. The “False Prophet”

1.	 He	is	also	called	a	“beast”	(Revelation	13:11-18)	and	is	subservient	to	the	
first	beast.	

2.	 He	is	called	the	“false	prophet”	(Revelation	16:13;	19:20;	20:10);	this	
man is a religious leader with the ability to work miracles and deceive the 
unbelieving world into worshipping the Antichrist. People who will not 
worship	are	killed	(Revelation	13:13-15).

3.	 “The	miracles	and	signs	that	he	will	perform,	such	as	calling	fire	down	
from heaven, will probably be used as evidence to validate his claim to 
be	the	Elijah	who	would	come	before	‘the	great	and	terrible	day	of	the	
Lord’	(Malachi	4:5-6).	If	so,	the	claim	will	be	made	and	promoted	that	the	
Antichirst	is	the	true	Messiah.	This	is	confirmed	when	we	remember	that	
a primary focus of attention during the last half of the Tribulation is on the 
temple	in	Jerusalem,	where	the	image	of	the	Antichrist	(the	‘Abomination	
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of	Desolation’)	is	set	up	and	worshipped.	The	False	Prophet,	with	his	use	
of miracles and wonders, leads the world in worshipping the image of the 
Antichrist.”		(Understanding End Times Prophecy, by Paul Benware, page 
251).

4.	 He	is	empowered	by	Satan	and	is	given	authority	by	the	Antichrist.
5.	 During	the	Tribulation,	world	politics	and	religion	are	inseparably	linked	

together. Those who will not worship the Antichrist will also not take the 
mark	of	the	beast	(666)	and	will	not	be	able	to	transact	business.

C. The 144,000 Witnesses

God	doesn’t	leave	the	Tribulation	people	without	a	witness.	144,000	witnesses	
will	accomplish	what	the	church	has	failed	to	do	in	2000	years—world-wide	
evangelism!

Matthew 24:14  “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end 
come” (Also see Revelation 7:9-17).

1.	 The	144,000	are	____________	believers.
Revelation 7:4  “And I heard the number of them which were sealed: 
and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all 
the tribes of the children of Israel.”

Revelation	7:4	details	12,000	from	each	of	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel.	
Though Jews today may not know their tribal ancestry, God does, and 
He	is	calling	out	12,000	from	each	tribe.

2.	 The	144,000	are	servants	of	God.
Revelation 7:3  “Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the 
trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.”

3.	 The	144,000	are	“sealed”	by	God	for	the	purpose	of	protection	from	the	
Antichrist	as	they	proclaim	the	gospel.	Otherwise	they	would	be	rapidly	
exterminated.

Revelation 7:4  “And I heard the number of them which were sealed: 
and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all 
the tribes of the children of Israel.”

Revelation 13:7  “And it was given unto him to make war with the 
saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations.”

Daniel 7:25  “And he shall speak great words against the most High, 
and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change 
times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and 
times and the dividing of time.”

D. The Two Witnesses

God	sends	two	witnesses	(unidentified)	to	preach	to	Jerusalem.	
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1. They will dress in sackcloth like John the Baptist did; sackcloth was a sign 
of mourning and repentance. Their message will probably be the same as the 
Baptist’s—Repent,	the	kingdom	is	at	hand!		They	have	the	ability	to	perform	
mighty miracles.

Revelation 11:5-6  “And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth 
out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will 
hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. {6} These have power to 
shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have 
power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all 
plagues, as often as they will.”

2.	 Their	ministry	lasts	3½	years	(probably	the	last	half	of	the	Tribulation).
Revelation 11:3  “And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and 
they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, 
clothed in sackcloth.”

3.	 When	their	ministry	is	done	they	are	killed	by	the	Antichrist;	the	world	
looks at the dead bodies lying in the streets of Jerusalem and celebrates.

4.	 God	validates	their	ministry	by	raising	them	from	the	dead	and	translating	
them	to	heaven.	The	world	watches	in	amazement.

VI. CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS DURING THE TRIBULATION

FIRST THREE AND ONE-HALF YEARS
Event Passages

Formal	organization	of	the	super	harlot	church Rev.	17;	I	Tim.	4:1-3;	2	Tim.	3:1-5

Appearance of the Antichrist and his False Prophet Revelation	13

Revival	of	the	Roman	Empire Dan.	2:41;	7:7,8;	Rev.	13:1;	17:12

The	Antichrist’s	seven-year	Covenant	with	Israel Daniel	9:27;	Isaiah	28:18

Pouring	out	of	the	first	six	seals Matthew	24:4-8;	Revelation	6:1-17

Mass	return	of	the	Jews	to	Palestine Ezekiel	37:1-14;	34:11-13;	36:24;	Isaiah	43:5,6

Conversion	and	call	of	the	144,000 Revelation	7:1-4;	Matthew	24:14

Rebuilding	of	the	Jewish	temple Daniel	9:27;	12:11;	Matthew	24:15;	2	Thes-
salonians	2:4;	Revelation	13:14,15;	11:2

MIDDLE PART (brief undetermined period)
Event Passages

The	Gog	and	Magog	invasion	into	Palestine Ezekiel	38,39

The	call	of	the	144,000 Revelation	14:1-5
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The	casting	out	of	Satan	from	heaven Revelation	12:3-15

The destruction of the false church Revelation	17:16

 

 

LAST THREE AND ONE-HALF YEARS
Event Passages

Ministry	of	the	two	witnesses Revelation	11:3-13

The full manifestation of the Antichrist Revelation	13:16-18

The	world-wide	persecution	of	Israel Dan.	12:1;	Zec.	11:16;	Mat.	24:21;	Rev.	12:13

The pouring out of the last seal judgment Revelation	8,9;	11:15-19

The messages of three special angels Revelation	14:6-12

The pouring out of the seven vials of judgment Revelation	16
The sudden destruction of economic and political 
Babylon Revelation	18

The Battle of Armageddon

Revelation	16:16;	Psalm	2:1-5,9;	Isaiah	
34:1-6;	63:3,4,6;	Joel	3:2,9-16;	Zecha-
riah	12:2;	14:2,3,12;	Revelation	14:14-
20;	19:11-21

VII. THE EVENTS OF THE TRIBULATION

The tribulational events must be put together from numerous passages. There is no 
detailed listing of what is going to take place and the order in which they occur.

A. The First Half of the Tribulation

1.	 The	nation	of	Israel—when	the	Tribulation	begins	Israel	is	back	in	their	
promised	land	(Deuteronomy	30:4-5;	Ezekiel	20:40-44;	34:11-13;	36:22-
36;	37:1-14)	as	a	nation	of	_______________.	They	return	to	their	ancient	
worship	system	which	involves	animal	sacrifices.	The	temple	must	be	rebuilt	
(though not necessarily before the Tribulation begins) for midway through the 
Tribulation	the	sacrificial	system	is	in	place	(Daniel	9:27).	Israel	will	be	living	
in peace and safety because of the covenant she made with the Antichrist.

2.	 The	judgments	of	God—the	Seal	Judgments	(Revelation	5:1-6:1).	These	
correspond	with	the	“beginning	of	sorrows”	spoken	of	by	Jesus	(Matthew	
24:4-14)	and	therefore	probably	take	place	in	the	first	half	of	the	Tribulation.	
These	judgments	(famine,	earthquakes,	false	messiahs,	wars,	persecution)	are	
detailed	by	John	in	Revelation	6:2-17.
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THE SEAL JUDGMENTS
The Seal Judgment Description

SEAL	#1

Revelation 6:1-2  “And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, 
and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, 
Come and see. {2} And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat 
on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth 
conquering, and to conquer.”
The	Antichrist	goes	forth	to	conquer	(war).	This	may	be	when	he	conquers	
the	three	nations	and	subdues	seven	others	(Daniel	7:8;	20-24).

SEAL	#2

Revelation 6:3-4  “And when he had opened the second seal, I heard 
the second beast say, Come and see. {4} And there went out another 
horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to 
take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and 
there was given unto him a great sword.”
(See	also	Matthew	24:6-7)
Unprecedented total war on earth.

SEAL	#3

Revelation 6:5-6  “And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the 
third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and 
he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. {6} And I heard 
a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a 
penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not 
the oil and the wine.”
World-wide	famine	(probably	triggered	by	world-wide	war).
(See	also	Matthew	24:7)

SEAL	#4

Revelation 6:7-8  “And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard 
the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. {8} And I looked, 
and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, 
and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the 
fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with 
death, and with the beasts of the earth.”
One	fourth	of	the	world’s	population	die	by	sword,	famine,	pestilence,	and	
wild	beast	—	God’s	four	agents	of	death	(Ezekiel	14:21).

SEAL	#5

Revelation 6:9-11  “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under 
the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for 
the testimony which they held: {10} And they cried with a loud voice, 
saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? {11} And white robes 
were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and 
their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”
This seal focuses on the death of the tribulation saints. They perish for 
their faith in Christ.
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SEAL	#6

Revelation 6:12f  “And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, 
and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; . . . .”
Amazing	upheavals	on	earth	and	in	the	heavens	—	a	great	earthquake,	
cosmic	disturbances	affecting	the	sun,	moon,	and	stars.	Terrified	
humanity cries out to the rocks and mountains to hide them from the 
wrath of God.
(See	Revelation	6:12-17)

3.	 The	activities	of	the	Antichrist	—	He	rises	to	world	power	ruling	over	the	
10-nation	confederation	(revived	Roman	empire).	He	signs	a	covenant	with	
Israel	and	provides	their	protection	during	the	first	3½	years.

4.	 Religions	in	the	World	—	Israel	returns	to	the	levitical	worship	system.	The	
other world religions, cults, etc. will probably continue as normal during 
this	first	3½	years.	The	apostate	church	(the	harlot	—	Revelation	17)	
grows	in	power	and	influence	in	the	absence	of	the	true	church	(the	bride	
—	Revelation	19:7-8)	of	Jesus	Christ.	This	“harlot”	terminology	suggests	
one who claims loyalty to Christ but is unfaithful to Him. This apostate 
religious system becomes politically powerful, wealthy, and aggressive 
toward true believers. There are close ties between the Antichrist and this 
apostate church. This apostate church will come to a violent end at the 
hand	of	the	Antichrist	and	his	followers	(Revelation	17:16-17).

5.	 True	believers	in	Jesus	Christ	—	Because	of	the	supernatural	events	
taking	place	multitudes	will	turn	to	Christ.	Perhaps	the	144,000	are	saved	
at	this	time.	Large	numbers	of	believers	will	be	martyred	for	their	faith	
(Revelation	6:9-11;	17:6).

B. Midway through the Tribulation

These events take place midway through the Tribulation although no order of the 
events	is	given	in	the	Scriptures.

1.	 The	nation	of	Israel	—	Temple	worship	is	terminated	by	the	Antichrist	
when	he	breaks	his	_______________	with	Israel.	He	sets	up	an	idol	
of	himself	in	the	temple	—	the	abomination	of	desolation	(Daniel	9:27;	
Matthew	24:15;	Revelation	13:14-15).	Intense	persecution	ensues.

2.	 The	activities	of	the	Antichrist	—	He	is	killed,	restored	to	life,	and	claims	
divinity. His image is erected in the temple.

3.	 The	activity	of	Satan	—	Satan	is	cast	out	of	heaven	by	Michael	and	
the	holy	angels	(Revelation	12:7-12).	Satan	realizes	his	time	is	short	
and	intensifies	his	attack	on	Israel	throughout	the	last	3½	years	of	the	
Tribulation.

4.	 Religions	in	the	World	—	Worship	of	the	beast	(Antichrist)	is	going	
on.	Israel’s	temple	worship	is	stopped.	The	apostate	church	(harlot)	is	
destroyed.	We	assume	that	at	this	time	the	only	allowed	worship	must	be	
directed to the Antichrist; all other is forbidden.

Dan. 9:27—covenant 
broken in the middle 
of the 7oth week

Mt. 24:15—Jesus said 
they will “see” this 
abomination “stand” 
in the Holy Place 
(temple). Then the 
Great Trib. begins.

Rev. 13:14-15—the false 
prophet erects an im-
age to the Antichrist 
and cause people to 
worship him.
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C. The Second Half of the Tribulation

A time of great Tribulation begins. 

1.	 The	nation	of	Israel	—	Israel	endures	a	terrible	persecution	(Matthew	24:9-
24;	Revelation	12:6;	13-17).	God	tells	Israel	to	flee	to	the	mountains.	Satan	
and	the	Antichrist	wars	against	Israel	until	Jesus	Christ	returns	to	rescue	
her.	Israel	is	saved.

2.	 The	activities	of	the	Antichrist	—	The	Antichrist	rules	for	this	3½	years.	
Toward the end of the period rebellion spreads which leads to Armageddon.

3.	 True	believers	in	Jesus	Christ	—	The	144,000	are	the	evangelists	that	bring	
many	to	Christ.	Multitudes	will	die	for	their	faith	(Revelation	7:9-14).

4.	 The	judgments	of	God	—	The	three	series	of	judgments	(seals,	trumpets,	
and bowls) succeed one another as they telescope out of the series before 
them. The seventh seal launches the trumpet judgments and the seventh 
trumpet	launches	the	bowl	judgments	(Revelation	6:1-17;	8:1-9:21;	16:1-
21).	The	trumpet	and	bowl	judgments	take	place	during	the	last	3½	years	of	
the Tribulation.

THE TRUMPET JUDGMENTS
The Trumpet Judgment Description

TRUMPET	#1

(Revelation 8:6-7)  “And the seven angels which had the seven 
trumpets prepared themselves to sound. {7} The first angel 
sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, 
and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was 
burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.”
One	third	of	the	earth’s	vegetation	is	burned	up.	Famine	must	
increase.

TRUMPET	#2

(Revelation 8:8-9)  “And the second angel sounded, and as it 
were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: 
and the third part of the sea became blood; {9} And the third part 
of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the 
third part of the ships were destroyed.”
One	third	of	the	sea	is	turned	to	blood	and	one	third	of	marine	
life	die.	One	third	of	the	ships	are	destroyed.

TRUMPET	#3

(Revelation 8:10-11)  “And the third angel sounded, and there 
fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it 
fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of 
waters; {11} And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and 
the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men 
died of the waters, because they were made bitter.”
One	third	of	the	world’s	supply	of	fresh	water	is	contaminated.	
Many	people	are	subsequently	poisoned.
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TRUMPET	#4

(Revelation 8:12-13)  “And the fourth angel sounded, and the 
third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, 
and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was 
darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the 
night likewise. {13} And I beheld, and heard an angel flying 
through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, 
woe, to the inhibitors of the earth by reason of the other voices of 
the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!”
One	third	of	the	sun,	moon	and	stars	is	darkened	causing	unbe-
lievable world disaster.

TRUMPET	#5

First	Woe
(Revelation 9:1f)  “And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star 
fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of 
the bottomless pit....”
Locust-like	creatures	emerge	from	the	bottomless	pit	and	torment	
unbelievers	for	five	months	by	stinging	them.	They	are	not	al-
lowed to kill. People will seek death as a relief but will be unable 
to	die.	The	is	the	first	WOE.

TRUMPET	#6

Second	Woe
(Revelation 9:13f)  “And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard 
a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before 
God,”
The	second	WOE.	A	200,000,000	man	army	from	the	east	will	
destroy	one-third	of	mankind.	Armageddon	is	approaching!		
(Revelation	9:13-21)

TRUMPET	#7

Third	Woe
(Revelation 11:14-15)  “The second woe is past; and, behold, the 
third woe cometh quickly. {15} And the seventh angel sounded; 
and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.”
The seventh trumpet, the third woe, and the seven bowl judg-
ments are all the same thing.

The seventh trumpet sounds and the bowl judgments telescope forth. These 
judgments target the Antichrist and his followers. God reserves the most intense 
judgments	for	them!
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THE BOWL JUDGMENTS
The Bowls Judgment Description

BOWL		#1

(Revelation 16:2)  “And the first went, and poured out his vial 
upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon 
the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which 
worshipped his image.”
Terrible sores on all who follow the Antichrist

BOWL		#2

(Revelation 16:3)  “And the second angel poured out his vial upon the 
sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man; and every living soul 
died in the sea.”
The seas are turned to blood and all marine life dies.

BOWL		#3

(Revelation 16:4-7)  “And the third angel poured out his vial upon 
the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood. {5} And I 
heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which 
art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. {6} For 
they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given 
them blood to drink; for they are worthy. {7} And I heard another 
out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous 
are thy judgments.”
All fresh waters are turned to blood.

BOWL		#4

(Revelation 16:8-9)  “And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon 
the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire. {9} 
And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name 
of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not 
to give him glory.”
The	intensity	of	the	sun	is	magnified	and	men	are	scorched;	they	blame	
and blaspheme God.

BOWL		#5

(Revelation 16:10-11)  “And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon 
the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they 
gnawed their tongues for pain, {11} And blasphemed the God of 
heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of 
their deeds.”
Supernatural	darkness	is	poured	out	on	the	kingdom	of	the	Anti-
christ.	Excruciating	sores	plague	man.
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BOWL		#6

(Revelation 16:12-16)  “And the sixth angel poured out his vial 
upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried 
up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. {13} 
And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth 
of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the 
mouth of the false prophet. {14} For they are the spirits of devils, 
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and 
of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day 
of God Almighty. {15} Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that 
watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they 
see his shame. {16} And he gathered them together into a place 
called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.”
The	Euphrates	river	is	dried	up;	demonically	inspired	men	head	for	
their own destruction to Armageddon.

BOWL		#7

(Revelation 16:17-21)  “And the seventh angel poured out his 
vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of 
heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done....”
A	might	convulsion	of	the	earth’s	crust	(unprecedented)	destroys	
the	cities	of	the	nations.	One	hundred	pound	hailstones	fall	on	men;	
they blaspheme God.

5.	 The	Battle	of	Armageddon	—	During	the	Tribulation	the	world	is	going	
to divide itself into four major powers, designated in geographical 
relationship	to	Israel	—	west,	north,	south,	and	east.	All	will	eventually	
converge	on	Israel	in	a	final,	great	holocaust	called	Armageddon.

The Battle of Armageddon

(Revelation 16:14)  “For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which 
go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the 
battle of that great day of God Almighty.”

The	word	“battle”	signifies	a	war	or	campaign.	It	is	not	a	__________	
confrontation. Armageddon is a campaign that covers a wide area  (the plain of 
Megiddo,	Jerusalem,	the	Valley	of	Jehoshaphat	east	of	Jerusalem,	and	Edom)	
over	a	period	of	time.	It	builds	to	a	climax	and	the	height	of	the	carnage	is	in	the	
Valley	of	Megiddo.	No	single	passage	of	Scripture	outlines	the	order	of	events	at	
the	very	end,	which	makes	the	construction	of	the	exact	chronology	difficult.

See	Revelation	14;	16;	19:11-21;	Jeremiah	49;	Joel	3;	Zechariah	12,	14)

a. The alignment
(1)	 Western	army	—	the	revived	Roman	empire,	a	ten-nation	

confederacy	of	European	nations.	At	the	beginning	of	the	
Tribulation this western power is headed by the Antichrist.



15

(2)	 Northern	army	—	Russia	(note	evidence	from	geography	
(Ezekiel	38-39)

(3)	 Southern	army	—	probably	Egypt	and	the	Arab	states.	(Daniel	11)
(4)	 Eastern	army	—	the	great	Oriental	confederacy.	The	population	of	

that	part	of	the	globe	could	marshall	a	200	million	man	militia.

b. The attack
(1)	 Russia	attacks	Israel	and	God	destroys	all	but	one-sixth	of	the	

entire	Russian	army	on	the	mountains	of	Israel	(Ezekiel	38:18-
39:7).	The	Antichrist	takes	the	credit	and	sets	himself	up	as	one	to	
be worshipped.

(2)	 The	southern	army	mobilizes	its	forces	and	moves	on	Israel.	The	
Antichrist	turns	to	fight.

(3)	 The	remaining	Russian	army	hits	the	Antichrist	from	the	north	—	
Armageddon	begins!

(4)	 The	Antichrist	defeats	these	two	armies	and	while	he	is	in	Egypt	
conquering	all	the	territory	he	can	get	an	invasion	starts	from	the	east.

“Three reasons sug-
gest including the 
Russia within Eze-
kiel’s prophecy: (1) 
Some of the coun-
tries named by Ezekiel 
were located in what 
is now 
Russia. 
(2) The 
armies 
are said 
to come 
‘from the 
far north’ 
(Ezek. 
38:6; 38:15; 
39:2). (3) 
Ezekiel 
spoke of 
a coalition 
of several 
nations, 
many of 
whom 
are to-
day aligned 
with or 
under the 
influence 
of Rus-
sia/So-
viet Union. 
These in-
clude Iran 
(‘Persia’), 
Sudan and 
northern 
Ethiopia 
(‘Cush’), 
Libya (‘Put’), and 
Turkey (‘Meshech,’ 
‘Tubal,’ ‘Gomer,’ and 
‘Beth Togarmah’). All 
these nations (see 
Ezek. 38:2-3;  38:5-
6), possibly led by 
Russia, will unite to 
attack Israel.”
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(5)	 The	eastern	army		of	200	million	attacks	from	the	northeast	(Daniel	
11:44-45;	Revelation	9:16f).

(6)	 The	Antichrist	is	defensed	in	Jerusalem	and	Israel	as	Satan	causes	
the	whole	world	to	converge	there	(Revelation	14,	16).

(7)	 The	armies	meet	at	the	Valley	of	Megiddo,	a	200	mile	long	
battlefield.	The	carnage	is	unspeakable	(Revelation	14:20).

c.	 The	victory	(Revelation	19:11-21)
(1)	 The	armies	are	fighting	each	other,	but	when	they	see	Jesus	

returning	they	turn	to	fight	Him.
(2)	 Jesus	Christ	defeats	the	armies,	plants	His	feet	on	the	Mount	

of	Olives	and	it	splits	in	two	creating	the	Valley	of	Decision	
(Zechariah	14:1-4,	12;	Joel	3:14).

(3)	 Jesus	Christ	then	gathers	all	the	godless	nations	into	this	valley	and	
judges them according to their sin.

(4)	 They	stand	before	Christ	and	in	judgment	the	begin	to	disintegrate	
(Zechariah	14:12)!

(5)	 Satan	is	bound	and	cast	to	hell	for	a	thousand	years	and	the	
Kingdom	of	Christ	comes	on	earth!!!	(Revelation	20:1-4)

D. The End of the Tribulation:  The Second Coming of Christ

See	section	entitled	“The	Second	Coming”

VIII. THE OLIVET DISCOURSE 

Jesus	had	just	predicted	the	destruction	of	the	Temple	and	it	elicited	three	questions	
from he disciples:  (1)  “When shall these things be?,”		(2)		“What shall be the sign of 
thy coming?,”		and	(3)		“What shall be the sign of the end of the world?”  He answers 
the	questions	“What	shall	be	the	sign	of	thy	coming?”	in	verses	29-31,	and	“What	shall	
be	the	sign	of	the	end	of	the	world?”	in	verses	4-28.	Verses	4-14	list	characteristics	of	
the	first	half	of	the	Tribulation	Period;	verses	15-28	deal	with	the	second	half.

A. The beginning of sorrows (Matthew 24:4-14)

1.	 Includes	the	first	3	½	years	of	Daniel’s	70th week
2.	 Signs	are	not	signs	of	His	Second	Coming	but	of	_________________

a.	 False	christs	(v.5)
b.	 Wars	and	rumors	of	wars	(v.6)
c.	 Famines	(v.7)
d.	 Pestilences	(v.7)
e.	 Earthquakes	(v.7)
f.	 Persecution	(v.9)
g.	 Apostasy	(v.10)
Note:	 These	are	“expectancy	arousers”	not	“date	setters.”
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B. The Abomination of Desolation (Matthew 24:15)

1.	 The	Abomination	of	Desolation	is	the	Antichrist,	the	man	of	sin		(2	
Thessalonians	2:4),	breaking	the	covenant	he	made	with	Israel	at	the	
beginning of the Tribulation. This occurs midway through the Tribulation 
Period	(Daniel	9:27).	He	goes	into	the	Temple,	throws	out	the	Jewish	
sacrifices,	stops	the	Jewish	worship,	and	sets	himself	up	as	God.	He	
demands worship of himself.

2.	 Here	is	one	date	setter.	When	the	Jews	observe	this	event	they	know	great	
tribulation	is	coming	and	are	warned	to	flee.

C. The Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:16-26)

1.	 The	last	3	½	years
2.	 Warnings	to	heed

a.	 Flee	to	the	mountains	(v.16)
b.	 Flee	immediately	from	where	you	are	(vv.17-18)
c.	 Pray	while	you	flee	(vv.19-20)
d.	 Beware	of	false	christs	and	false	prophets	(vv.24-26)

3.	 The	intensity	of	the	great	tribulation
a.	 Never	been	tribulation	as	intense	as	this	(v.21)
b.	 God’s	shortens	the	day	to	______________	the	human	race	from	

becoming	extinct	(v.22).

D. The Second Coming of Christ to the earth (Matthew 24:27-31).

1.	 As	sudden	and	obvious	as	lightning	(v.27)
2.	 Results	in	a	gathering	at	the	Second	Coming	(v.28)
3.	 Accompanied	by	great	signs	(vv.29-30)

a.	 Sun	darkened
b.	 Moon	doesn’t	give	light
c.	 Stars	fall
d. Powers of heaven are shaken
e.	 The	Son	of	man	appears
f.	 People	on	earth	mourn	as	they	see	the	Son	of	man	coming	in	power	

and glory
4.	 Accompanied	by	a	gathering	of	the	elect	(v.31)

a. Angels gather the elect
b.	 Sound	of	a	great	trumpet
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E. Attitudes of the Second Coming (Matthew 24:32-51)

1.	 Signs	for	believers	indicating	the	general	period	(vv.32-35)	—	the	budding	
of	the	fig	tree	(see	handout).

2.	 God’s	private	knowledge	concerning	the	specific	period	(v.36)
3.	 The	unbelievers	are	totally	unaware	and	are	caught	unexpected	(vv.37-51).

a.	 A	comparison	with	the	days	of	Noah	(vv.37-39)
b.	 Unbelievers	are	taken	in	judgment	(vv.40-41).	This	parallels	the	taking	

of	the	tares	in	Matthew	13:41-43.	The	ones	taken	are	cast	to	the	fire	
(hell)	and	the	ones	left	move	into	the	Millennial	Kingdom.

c.	 Certain	Jewish	leaders	are	caught	unawares	(vv.44-51)	—	the	servant	is	
not necessarily saved.

F. The Judgment at the End of the Tribulation Period (Matthew 25:46)

1.	 Judgment	for	the	Jews	(Matthew	25:1-30)
a. Parable of the ten virgins teaches watchfulness.

(1) These are friends of the bride and not the bride herself.
(2)	 They	are	waiting	for	the	celebration	after	the	marriage.
(3)	 The	bride	will	come	with	the	bridegroom.

b.	 Parable	of	the	unprofitable	servant	teaches	faithfulness.
2.	 Judgment	for	the	Gentiles	(Matthew	25:31-46)	—	Judgment	of	the	Nations

a. This is a judgment of individuals not national groups.
b. These are judged on how they treated the Jews (as an indication of 

their	salvation).	See	“Judgments”	section	of	the	notebook.
c.	 This	is	parallel	to	the	separation	of	the	tares	from	the	wheat	(Matthew	

13:41-43;	24:40-41;	25:31-33).

The ones taken in 
Noah’s day were 
taken in the flood. 
The ones left behind 
are the saved.

The responses of 
the servants in vv.44-
51 are indications of 
their inward heart 
condition.

The parable of the 10 
virgins, the groom is 
Jesus Christ and the 
bride is the Church.
In a Jewish wedding 
ceremony:
1. The groom comes 
for his bride to her 
house.
2. The groom and his 
bride return to the 
house he has pre-
pared for her and the 
final wedding ceremo-
nies are conducted 
there.
The wedding pre-
figures the Second 
Coming of Christ.


