DANIEL’S PREVIEW OF
HISTORY

– God’s Plan for the Gentiles –

Daniel was a
teenager when he
was carried captive from
Judah to Babylon during the
first of three deportations by King
Nebuchadnezzar. He lived the rest
of his life in Babylon; first in the
Babylonian Empire and later in the
Medo-Persian Empire. God revealed
to Daniel what He was going to do in
the history of mankind. Those revelations took these forms:
1. Nebuchadnezzar had a
dream of a tall statue,
and God revealed to
Daniel both the dream
and its interpretation.

Outline of the Book of Daniel
I.	Introduction: The Circumstances
of the People Involved (1:1– 2:4).
II.	The Nations of the World (2:4a
– 7:28): their character, relationship to each other, succession, and
destiny.
III.	The Nation of Israel (8:1 – 12:13)
A.	Its relation to Gentile
dominion
B.	Its future in the plan of God

2. Daniel had a vision of four beasts and received the interpretation.
3. Daniel had a vision of a ram and goat and received the interpretation.
4. Daniel prayed for Jerusalem and God responded by dispatching the angel
Gabriel to explain what He was going to do in the future.
We’ll examine these revelations (Nebuchadnezzer’s dream, Daniel’s two visions, and Daniel’s answered prayer) by beginning with the fourth revelation—Daniel’s answered prayer.

I. DANIEL’S ANSWERED PRAYER (GOD’S PROPHETIC TIME
CLOCK REVEALED)
In the story line of Daniel’s book, the Medes and Persians have defeated the Babylonians. Darius is in the first year of his reign as king (536 B.C.). Daniel was taken captive in 605 B.C. and is probably in his 80s at this time. He is reading the prophecies of
_________________ when he discovers Jeremiah 25:11.
(Daniel 9:2) “In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of
the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would
accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.”
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THE BOOK OF
DANIEL

1. Daniel has been
carried into Babylonian captivity (606
B.C.) along with many
in the southern kingdom of Judah.
2. He has received
a special education (linguistics and
politics) as a choice
young man.

3. Daniel receives
special promotion
as God honors him
and his three friends.
He becomes a high
ranking official in the
Babylonian Empire and
later in the MedoPersian Empire.
B. Language of the
Book

1. 1:1 — 2:4a and
chapters 8-12 are
written in Hebrew and
contains prophecy
concerning the Jews.
2. 2:4b — 7:28 are
written in Aramaic
and contains prophecy concerning the
Gentile nations.

Note: There were
two languages because there were
two recipients, the
Hebrews and the
Babylonians. Aramaic
became the official language of the
empire.
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(Jeremiah 25:11) “And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment;
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.”
Daniel probably performs some calculations and realizes that the 70 years that Jeremiah
wrote of is about to expire. It’s actually been about 69 years so Daniel knows God is
preparing to act.
A. Daniel’s reaction (Daniel 9:4-19)
He prays, confesses the sins of his people, and reminds God of His promises to
Israel. Daniel is appealing to God’s mercy and righteousness (9:16) to turn away
His wrath from Jerusalem.
Notice for whom Daniel is praying:
Daniel 9:16 “O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine
anger and thy fury be turned away from...
•

thy city Jerusalem,

•

thy holy mountain:

•

because for our sins,

•

and for the iniquities of our fathers,

•

Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us.”

Daniel is praying for the nation of ________________. Jerusalem and Israel are the
subjects of his prayers for restoration. What will God do for Israel? It is of great importance that we recognize what Daniel did and did not pray for. He did not pray
for the spiritual well-being of the New Testament church. He did not pray for the
spiritual prosperity of the saints of the ages. He did pray for “thy city Jerusalem,
thy holy mountain,” etc. This distinction is very important because God’s answer
was just as _______________ as Daniel’s prayer.
B. God’s response (Daniel 9:20-27)
He sends the archangel, Gabriel, with further revelation even while Daniel is praying.
He consoles Daniel and reveals that the expected revival and restoration of Israel is
still many years away (verses 20-27). He broadly sketches the timing and events of
the future.
NOTE: The prophets of the Old Testament did not see all that we see in God’s
program (due to God’s progressive revelation of Himself and His plan for man).
They did not have the advantage of the New Testament. There are great “valley”
events of which the Old Testament is silent. For example, Old Testament saints did
not foresee the church age in which we live. They saw a coming Messiah and a
kingdom.
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II. THE SEVENTY WEEKS (DANIEL 9:20-27)
A. Major points of the prophecy (9:24-27).
1. God will use seventy weeks to accomplish His purposes with Israel (v.24).
These purposes are stated as:
Daniel 9:24 “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city,
•

to finish the transgression, and

•

to make an end of sins, and

•

to make reconciliation for iniquity, and

•

to bring in everlasting righteousness, and

•

to seal up the vision and prophecy, and

•

to anoint the most Holy.”

NOTE: All six of these purposes relate to Daniel’s ______________ (Israel) and
Daniel’s city (Jerusalem).
2. The seventy weeks began counting down from the commandment to
restore and build Jerusalem (v.25).
(Daniel 9:25) “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of
the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem ....”
3. The seventy weeks are divided in three groups—7, 62, and 1 (vv.25-27).
Daniel 9:25 “...unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and
threescore and two weeks....”
Daniel 9:27 “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week....”
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4. After the 69th week (7 weeks + 62 weeks) the Messiah will be cut off
(________________).
(Daniel 9:26) “And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off,
but not for himself....”
5. The city and the sanctuary will be destroyed again after the 69th week by
the people who shall come (v.26).
(Daniel 9:26) “And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off,
but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy
the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto
the end of the war desolations are determined.”

Jerusalem and the
Temple are destroyed
after the 69th week.

6. Somebody will confirm a covenant with many for one week (v.27).
(Daniel 9:27) “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week....”
7. In the midst of this week he will cause the sacrifice to cease, and a
desolation will occur (v.27).

3 1/2 years

(Daniel 9:27) “...and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and
the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make
it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured
upon the desolate.
B. Interpretation of the seventy weeks prophecy
1. What are the seventy weeks?
The text simply says seventy ____________, i.e., seventy periods of seven (i.e.,
seventy heptades). Daniel had been thinking about seventy years in Jeremiah’s
prophecy. The events to take place within these seventy sevens seem to indicate
a greater time period than weeks of days. Elsewhere in this book, Daniel refers
to weeks of days whereas here he simply refers to weeks. It is as if the Holy
Spirit says, “Daniel, write weeks here to distinguish them from those weeks of
days in your other writings. Let’s make sure they don’t misunderstand.”
The weeks are weeks of ___________. A total of 490 years (70 x 7 years) are
determined upon the Jews for God to accomplish His purposes with them. Why
must these weeks be weeks of years?
a. They must reach through time to the Messiah.
b. All the events involved indicate a greater time period than weeks of days.
c. The contrast between the weeks in Daniel 9:24 and weeks of days in
Daniel 10:2-3.
(Daniel 9:24) “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon
thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness,
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and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.”
(Daniel 10:2-3) “In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks.
{3} I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in my mouth,
neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled.”

“full” = literally
“from sunrise to
sunset”

2. Chart of God’s timetable

Seventy Weeks of Years

# of weeks

week = 7 years

Total Years

7 weeks

x 7 years

= 49 years

To rebuild the city of
Jerusalem

62 weeks

x 7 years

= 434 years

From the rebuilding of the
city to the coming of the
Messiah

1 week

x 7 years

= 7 years

Future Tribulation Period

= 490 years

God’s timetable to
accomplish His purposes
with Israel

70 weeks

x 7 years

Happenings

a. The starting point of the seventy weeks is the decree of Artaxerxes in
Nehemiah 2:1-8.

When was Artaxerxes’ decree given?
The Royal Observatory in Greenwich, United Kingdom, has calculated that the
first of Nisan in the twentieth year of the reign of King Artaxerxes occurred on
March 14, 445 BC.
b. From the decree of Artaxerxes on _______________, 445 B.C. to Palm
Sunday was 483 years (49 years + 434 years or 7 weeks + 62 weeks)
c. The closing day is April 6, 32 A.D.
d. The years involved are prophetic years of 360 days.
Daniel 9:25 mentions two time periods, seven weeks (49 years) and
threescore and two weeks (434 years). Two important events occur, the
rebuilding of Jerusalem and the coming of the Messiah. The first period (49
years) relates to the rebuilding of Jerusalem, and the second period (434
years) relates to the coming of the Messiah. The city was rebuilt in the 49
years. Gabriel announced that the 49 years and the 434 years (totaling 483
years) would expire and then the Messiah (Jesus Christ) would come. This
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coming is not His birth but His triumphal entry into Jerusalem as her king.
Notice these words spoken during His triumphal entry about His coming:
(Luke 19:41-44) “And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and
wept over it, {42} Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from
thine eyes. {43} For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies
shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on
every side, {44} And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children
within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another;
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.”
This “time of visitation” was right then when Jesus Christ came as Israel’s
king, but she didn’t recognize her king and crucified Him!
We have the starting date of God’s 490-year program, March 14, 445 BC.
We have the ending date which is the date Jesus made His triumphal entry
into Jerusalem. We only need to determine if that spans the required 483
years, which it does.
Sir Robert Anderson, a highly respected English lawyer and former head
of Scotland Yard, figured it out. He multiplied 483 years times the Jewish
prophetic year of 360 days per year and found that 483 Jewish years equals
173,880 days. Then he took the date of the decree (March 14, 445 B.C.)
and calculated the number of days to the triumphal entry (April 6, 32 A.D.),
taking into account leap year and the fact that there was only one year
between 1 B.C. and 1 A.D. (no year number 0), and the total was 173,880
days. 483 years passed between the Artaxerxes’ decree and Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
C. Accomplishment of the prophetic purposes
Daniel 9:24 “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city,
•

to finish the transgression, and

•

to make an end of sins, and

•

to make reconciliation for iniquity, and

•

to bring in everlasting righteousness, and

•

to seal up the vision and prophecy, and

•

to anoint the most Holy.”
1. The first three were accomplished by Christ’s work on the cross, which
dealt with the sin issue fully and completely. However, these goals (which
relate to the new covenant) have not been applied to Israel as a nation.
2. The fourth goal of Israel’s everlasting righteousness must be accomplished
at the end of the Tribulation and the inception of the _______________
Kingdom to remain within the 490 years God has allotted Himself.
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The Seventy Weeks
Summarized
1.
The entire prophecy
has to do with Daniel’s
“people” and Daniel’s
“city,” that is, the nation of Israel and the
city of Jerusalem (v.24).
2. Two different
princes are mentioned
who should not be
confused: the first
is named Messiah the
Prince (v.25), and the
second is described as
the prince that shall
come (v.26).
3. The entire time
period involved is seventy
weeks (v.24). These seventy weeks are further
divided into three lesser
periods: first, a period
of seven weeks, second,
a period of threescore
and two weeks, and
third, a period of one
week (vv.25,27).
4. The beginning of the
seventy-week period is
fixed at “the going forth
of the commandment
to restore and to build
Jerusalem” (v.25).
5. The end of the seven weeks and threescore
and two weeks (69
weeks) will be marked
by the appearance of
Messiah as the “Prince”
of Israel (v.25).
6. At a later time,
“after the threescore
and two weeks” which
follows the first seven
weeks (i.e., after 69
weeks), Messiah the
Prince will be “cut
off,” and Jerusalem
will be destroyed by
the people of the other
“prince” who is yet to
come (v.26).
7. After these two
important events, we
come to the last, or
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3. The fifth goal is probably fulfilled when the glorified Christ is present with
His people, fulfilling all prophecies and making visions and prophecies
unnecessary — also at the end of the Tribulation when He returns.
4. The sixth goal of anointing the most Holy refers to the Holy Place or
Holies of Holies of the Tabernacle and later the Temple. This anointing
is most likely in connection with the Millennial Temple spoken of by the
Prophet Ezekiel (Ezekiel 40-48) and will occur at the second coming of
Christ at the very end of the seventy weeks.
D. Two events take place between the close of the 69th week and the beginning of
the 70th week.
1. The _____________ of the Messiah (v.26)
2. The __________________ of Jerusalem and the Temple (v.26)
Shortly after the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, Jerusalem and the Temple
were destroyed by the Roman General Titus. He sacked and burned Jerusalem, killed 5 million Jews, and tore the Temple apart stone by stone.
The people of the prince that shall come are the Romans. (v.26). This is
important because it clues us in on where the Antichrist (v.27) will come
from – out of the nations that made up the old Roman Empire during the
days of Jesus Christ.

seventieth week, the
beginning of which will
be marked by the establishment of a firm covenant or treaty between
the coming prince and
the Jewish nation for
a period of one week
(v.27).
8. In the “midst”
of this seventieth
week, evidently breaking
his treaty, the coming prince will suddenly cause the Jewish
sacrifices to cease and
will unleash upon them

v.25– “the Messiah
the Prince” UC

v.26– “the people of
the prince” LC

E. The Gap in the seventy weeks
Up through verse 26 God has used 69 weeks of years (483 years) to accomplish
His purposes with Israel. One week is left (7 years). God’s prophetic time
clock is like a __________________ used at sporting events. One click
starts the stopwatch and another one stops it. Another starts time ticking
off again. God clicked the time clock off after the 69th week. He has yet
to start it again.
By the close of the 69 weeks the Messiah (Jesus) was cut off, Jerusalem and the Temple (sanctuary) were destroyed (70 A.D.). Jerusalem
and the Temple have laid in desolation for nearly 2000 years, and the
Jews have been scattered around the globe. Now they are returning home.
Plans are already in place for the rebuilding of the Temple. Construction
hasn’t begun because the Dome of the Rock, a Moslem mosque, sets on
the Temple Mount. Destruction of the Dome of the Rock would incite a holy
war with the Arab nations. The time is not yet ripe for the rebuilding of the
Temple. Prophetic experts suggest that since the Jews are returning home and
many want to rebuild the Temple, God’s prophetic time clock is close to starting again for the 70th and final week of Daniel.
A gap in the timetable between the 69th and 70th weeks must be assumed. The
events after the destruction of Jerusalem have yet to happen. Daniel 9:27 perfectly fits the scenario of events in the last book of the Bible, The Revelation.
This gap does not require but certainly allows for the Church Age, the age in
which we are currently living.
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a time of wrath and
desolation lasting to the
“full end” of the week
(v.27).
9. With the full
completion of the seventy weeks, there will
be ushered in a time of
great and unparalleled
blessings for the nation
of Israel (v.24).

Daniel’s Preview of History

The final seven years of the 490 did not occur before Christ’s triumphal entry
into Jerusalem in 32 A.D. because that ended the 434-year period. They also
did not take place between 32 A.D. and 70 A.D. because Jerusalem and the
Temple had to be destroyed before they could begin. They also have not taken
place since 70 A.D. because they cannot occur without the Temple. Therefore,
everything in this verse (Daniel 9:27) is still future.
This verse gives us a brief outline of the seventieth week of God’s program for
Israel. Prophecy experts call this period of time the Tribulation. Revelation 4-19
explains this time period in detail.
(Daniel 9:27) And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and
in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease,
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until
the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

III. NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S Dream
A. Nebuchadnezzar’s Image
(Daniel 2:31-35) “Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image,
whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible.
{32} This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and
his thighs of brass, {33} His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. {34}
Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon
his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. {35} Then was the iron,
the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like
the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place
was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and
filled the whole earth.”
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Notice:
(1) Parts of the image

HEAD OF GOLD

(2) Stone
(3) Stone destroyed the image
(4) Stone filled the earth
B. Daniel’s Interpretation
(Daniel 2:36-45) “This is the dream; and we will tell
the interpretation thereof before the king. {37} Thou, O
king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given
thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. {38} And
wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field
and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand,
and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of
gold. {39} And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior
to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear
rule over all the earth. {40} And the fourth kingdom shall
be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and
subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall
it break in pieces and bruise. {41} And whereas thou sawest
the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron,
the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the
strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed
with miry clay. {42} And as the toes of the feet were part of
iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong,
and partly broken. {43} And whereas thou sawest iron mixed
with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of
men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is
not mixed with clay. {44} And in the days of these kings shall
the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people,
but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it shall stand for ever. {45} Forasmuch as thou sawest
that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and
that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver,
and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king
what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain,
and the interpretation thereof sure.”
These parts of the image represent great _____________
world empires which would rise to power. Daniel gives
the number of empires, their names, and their order of
succession!
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breast &
arms of
silver

belly &
thighs of
brass

legs of
iron

feet of iron & clay
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1. Head of Gold = Babylonian
Empire (2:37, 38)
2. Breast of Silver = Medo-Persian
Empire (5:28,31)
3. Belly of Brass = Grecian Empire
(8:20, 21)
4. Legs of Iron = Roman Empire
(9:26)
5. Feet of Iron/Clay = Revived
Roman Empire

Timing of the World Empires
Babylonian Empire

606 B.C.—539 B.C.

Medo-Persian Empire
Grecian Empire
Roman Empire
Revived Roman Empire

539 B.C.—330 B.C.
330 B.C.—123 B.C.
30 B.C.—
IMMINENT!

The Stone! Made without hands and would destroy the world empires in one blow! Then that
Stone will set up an eternal kingdom which will fill
the earth.
Daniel 2:45 “Forasmuch as thou sawest that the
stone was cut out of the mountain without hands,
and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the
clay, the silver, and the gold.”
The mountain of stone is Jesus Christ’s
_________________ ______________.
Where are we today? Perhaps at the ankles of the
image. We are living in a great parenthesis that was
not prophesied. One day ten kings will band together to form a powerful, revived Roman Empire.
God will destroy this Gentile world power in one
crushing blow, and God’s eternal kingdom will be
established!
Nebuchadnezzar's image adds a key piece to the
prophetical puzzle—that there will be a revival of
the ancient Roman Empire. The legs of iron in the
vision represent the Roman Empire. The feet of iron
and clay represents the revival of the Roman Empire. The great empires are history. One
empire is future—the Roman Empire Revived. This League of Nations will come from
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the fragments of the Ancient Roman Empire—Europe. The European Union is continually developing! It has a part in Bible prophecy as you will see.

IV. DANIEL’S FOUR BEASTS Vision (DANIEL 7:1-28)
A. Daniel’s Dream (vv. 1-14)
1. Lion with wings (v.4)
(Daniel 7:4) The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings:
I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up
from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a
man’s heart was given to it.
2.

Bear with ribs in teeth (v.5)

(Daniel 7:5) And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear,
and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth
of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour
much flesh.
3.

Leopard with wings (v.6)

(Daniel 7:6) After this I beheld, and lo another, like a
leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the
beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.

(vv.7-8)

4. Terrible and dreadful beast

(Daniel 7:7) After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a
fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it
had great iron teeth: it devoured and broke in pieces, and stamped the
residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that
were before it; and it had ten horns.
5. Ancient of Days (vv.9-14)
B. The interpretation of dream (Daniel 7:15-28, cp. v.3 and v.17)
Daniel’s interpretation centers around the fourth beast with ten horns, its destruction, and the kingdom established by the Ancient of Days.
1. The beasts
a. Lion with wings (v.17)
Babylon’s symbol was a lion with the wings of an eagle and the head of a
man. Here is Babylon! Royalty and majesty are shown in the imagery.
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b. Bear with ribs in teeth (v.17)
Three ribs stand for the “triple alliance” of Egypt, Bablyon, and Lydia
who joined to try to stop the brute force of the Medo Persian Empire. They
failed. The bear is awkward and clumsy but strong — just like Persia was.
c. Leopard with wings (v.17)
The leopard is graceful, swift, small in frame, yet strong. The perfect symbol of the Grecian forces of Alexander the Great who in ten years quickly
overturned the might of Persia and conquered the civilized world.
d. Terrible and dreadful beast (vv.19-21, 23-26)
Unlike any beast Daniel had ever seen! The ten horns = the ten toes of
Nebuchadnezzar’s image which are ten kings that will revive this empire
— the Roman Empire.
2. The other “little horn” (vv. 7:8, 20, 24-26) is the Antichrist who shall:
a. March to power by defeating three of the ten horns (kings) of the
revived Roman Empire (v.24)
b. Blaspheme God (v.25)
c. Try to change the times and laws in order to promote his anti-Christian
program (v.25)
d. Persecute God’s saints for the last 3 ½ years of the Tribulation (v.25)
Daniel 7:24-26
(24) And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and
another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he
shall subdue three kings.
(25) And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear
out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they
shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.
(26) But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to
consume and to destroy it unto the end.
The ten kings are leaders of ten European nations, from the fragments of
the ancient Roman Empire. “Another shall arise” is the Antichrist. He will
end up leading this league of European nations. He will blaspheme God,
war against the saints, and establish his own law in the Tribulation Period.
How long will he persecute the saints of God? “...a time (one year) and
times (two years) and the dividing of time (a half year),” a total of 3 ½
years. This is the second half of the Tribulation Period. God shall destroy
this rule and kingdom of the Antichrist. God will establish His own kingdom in which the His saints will participate in its administration. A great
day is coming! And we have every reason to be optimistic. Don’t curse the
darkness of this evil age, rather light a candle and shine for Jesus Christ!
3. Both of these kingdoms are overcome and destroyed by the kingdom of the
Lord Himself.
4. The time duration of the last king is the same: 3 ½ years (cp. Daniel 7:25;
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9:27 and Revelation 13:5).
5. Ancient of Days (vv.22, 27, 28)
God as the judge.
Daniel’s four beasts correlate with the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw. We are
living in a dateless parenthesis waiting for ten kings to revive the Roman Empire at
which time Jesus will return to destroy Gentile world domination and establish His
kingdom.

V. Daniel’s RAM AND GOAT Vision (DANIEL 8:1-27)
A. Daniel’s dream (vv.1-14)
1. Ram with two horns (vv.3-4)
2. Goat with one horn (vv.5-14)
B. Gabriel’s interpretation (vv.15-28)
1. Ram with two horns (v.20) — the Medo-Persian Empire
2. Goat with one horn (vv.21-25) — the Grecian Empire led by Alexander the
Great
Study: Daniel 8:8, 22 regarding the four horns:
Alexander the Great’s empire was divided to his four generals at his death. The four
resulting kingdoms were as follows:

ALEXANDER THE GREAT’S Divided Kingdom
General

Kingdom

Cassander

Macedonia

Seleucus

Syria

Ptolemy I

Egypt

Lysimachus

Asia Minor

Note: The little horn of chapter 7 will arise from Rome and is therefore different from
the little horn of chapter 8 who arose from Greece. Similarity does not demand equality! The little horn of chapter 7 is the Antichrist and says the very same things as the
beast in Revelation 13:5-6. He blasphemes God (cp. Daniel 7:8,25 and Revelation 5:6)
and he makes war against the saints (cp. Daniel 7:21 and Revelation 13:7).
Daniel 8:9-14 and 23-25 were fulfilled by Antiochus Epiphanes and his bitter persecution during the 400 silent years (intertestemental period). Antiochus was his name.
Epiphanes means “mad man.” He came to the throne of the Seleucid empire in 175
B.C. when the Seleucids dominated the Jews. He plundered the Temple in Jerusalem
and desecrated it by offering pig’s flesh on the altar.
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Antiochus Epiphanes’
desolation of the
Temple prefigured the
Antichrist’s abominaton of desolation
at the midway point
of the Tribulation
Period.
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