POSTMILLENNIALISM
– A View Fallen on Hard Times –

I. ORIGIN OF THE DOCTRINE
A. Overview of its Origin
Postmillennialism cannot be found in the first three centuries of the church. The church held to a premillennial view.
A change in the millennial view started with Origen (A.D.
185-254) and was more fully developed with Augustine (A.D.
354-430). In time, theologians pointed out deficiencies in Augustine’s system and began to suggest changes. There was a
turning away from much of the allegorization of Augustine’s
amillennialism and a return to a more literal understanding of
the Bible. Some moved back to a premillennial view while
others developed a third view—postmillennialism. Credit for
developing the postmillennial system of eschatology is usually given to Daniel Whitby (1638-1726), a Unitarian minister
from England.

II. DEFINING THE TERM
The word postmillennial conveys the idea that Jesus Christ
will return after the millennium. The millennium is not a
literal 1,000 year kingdom.
“Postmillennialism is that view of the last things which holds
that the kingdom of God is now being extended in the world
through the preaching of the gospel and the saving work of
the Holy Spirit in the hearts of individuals, that the world
eventually is to be Christianized and that the return of Christ
is to occur at the close of a long period of righteousness and
peace commonly called the millennium. It should be added
that on postmillennial principles the Second Coming of Christ
will be followed immediately by the general resurrection, the
general judgment, and the introduction of heaven and hell in
their fullness.
(Loraine Boettner, Postmillennialism, page 117).
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III. DIAGRAM OF POSTMILLENNIALISM

IV. THE HISTORY OF POSTMILLENNIALISM
A. Key Men
1. Joachim of Floris, a monk in the Benedictine order (12th century). He taught
three dispensations:
a. From Adam to John the Baptist—the dispensation of God the Father
(man is carnal and without the Spirit).
b. From John the Baptist to St. Benedict—the dispensation of God the Son.
c. From St. Benedict to A.D. 1250—the dispensation of God the Spirit
(man is spiritually complete; the last dispensation brings in the kingdom).
2. Daniel Whitby (1638-1725)
a. The father of modern postmillennialism.
b. A Unitarian before it was popular to be one (Unitarianism denies the
deity of Christ).
c. Taught that Revelation 20 would occur before the Second Coming, but it
was probably in the distant future. He was influenced by the geological
charts of the day.
3. Charles Hodge (1797-1878)
a. During time of the Civil War
b. At Princeton Theological Seminary. Published a Systematic Theology set
and commentaries on Romans and 1 Corinthians.
c. Believed in a reasonably literal kingdom, taught that it is a period of
peace and men know that they are in it.
d. Men will get better as the church reaches them with the gospel.
4. Augustus H. Strong (1836-1921)
a. A Baptist, wrote a thorough theology book

2

09 – Postmillennialism

b. Believed in theistic evolution (threshold evolution)—man evolved and
then God breathed in him the breath of life.
c. Postmillennialism was fitting for the spirit of the age.
(1) Evolution was popular and accepted by many who were born-again
Christians.
(2) Social evolution was also popular. There was more awareness of the
rights of mankind; society was evolving.
(3) Anti-slavery movement was strong.
(4) The industrial revolution was going on.
(5) Missionary efforts were making great progress. There was an
awakening of missions with men such as David Brainard, Hudson
Taylor, Adornirum Judson, and Jonathan Edwards. Mission fields
were opening up.
(6) Their was a great awakening of religious concern in this country
(camp meetings, morality was high). After the Civil War Dwight L.
Moody came along with large gospel campaigns. Evangelists like
R.A. Torrey and Sam Jones had impacting ministries.
(7) In the spiritual optimism postmillennialism flourished.
d. BUT—World War 1 happened. The United States entered “the war to end
all wars.” Pessimism was increasing. The stock market crashed in 1930.
World War 2 was brewing. Postmillennialism died. It did not look like
the world would get better and subsequently usher in the Kingdom of
God through the efforts of the church .
5. Robert Snowden
a. A modernist who made allegorical interpretation popular again.
b. In 1919 he wrote The Coming of the Lord. He taught that world-wide
conversion was just around the corner.
c. Preached a social gospel (teach people to be civilized, change man’s
environment and you can change the man, better conditions change man
for the better).
6. Lorraine Boettner (reformed Presbyterian)
a. Wrote The Millennium in 1958.
b. It conveys a biblical approach to postmillennialism and teaches
ultimately that the majority of all men will be saved by the preaching of
the gospel.
c. His main thrust in the book is: The Church has sat down and quit. We
need to get back to work. The 1930’s have stifled us.
7. After World War 2, very few still held to the optimistic postmillennial view.
However, several decades have passed since the war and some stirrings
indicated that postmillennialism is not dead. It is once again being advocated
and is gaining acceptance within the church.
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V. DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS OF POSTMILLENNIALISM
A. It denies the imminent return of Christ (postmillennialism has to get men saved
before Christ comes back).
Christ will return after the millennium; it is the personal, bodily return of Christ
that brings the millennium to a close.

B. Optimistic about world conversion and the progress of society.
1. Two different views concerning the method of world conversion:
a. The more Biblical view—conversion through the preaching of the gospel
(Hodge, Strong, and Boettner)
b. The more liberal view—conversion through education, the social gospel
(Snowden)
2. The progress of the world is cited in areas such as the eradication of slavery and
other forms of oppression (particularly involving women and children), increased
charitable giving, foreign aid, the spread of the gospel through Christian radio
and television, Bible institutes, colleges, and seminaries, increased health care
world-wide, advances in science and education, and so on.
When world peace
comes, that is
what is meant by
the wolf and lanb
dwelling together.

(Isaiah 11:6) The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with
the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall
lead them.
(Isaiah 65:25) The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like
the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain, saith the LORD.
C. The Millennial Kingdom is a spiritual kingdom and not a literal one. Christ
rules in the hearts of the believers. This ruling in the hearts is the Millennial
Kingdom.
D. The interpretation of Revelation 20 is as follows:
The postmillennialist agrees with the amillennialist in their interpretation of this
important passage.
1. The thousand years in Revelation 20 is figurative; it is not to be taken
literally. It stands for an indefinite, long period of time.
2. The binding of Satan means that he will be unable to deceive the nations
anymore (thus their optimistic view of the church ushering in the kingdom).
3. The first resurrection is a spiritual resurrection. The second one is physical, a
bodily resurrection.
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E. The Scriptures can be interpreted allegorically.
F. Following the millennium there is a general resurrection which will involve
believers and unbelievers and a general judgment that involves all mankind.
G. After the general judgment, people enter the Eternal State, either into eternal
life or everlasting punishment. The final disposition of both believer and
unbeliever will be unalterable and endless.

VI. NEW POSTMILLENNIALISM
A new postmillennialism has emerged in recent years and is known by various names,
theonomy, reconstructionism, and dominion theology.
A. Theonomy teaches that the entire Mosaic Law code is operative today in both
its standards and its penalties.
B. Reconstructionism emphasizes the way in which the world will eventually
become Christianized (the church and society at large will be changed by
means of God’s law and the resulting lordship of Jesus Christ).
C. Dominion theology focuses on the idea that someday the world will be under
the authority of Jesus Christ. He will have dominion over this world.
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