AMILLENNIALISM
– The Majority View –

I. ORIGIN OF THE DOCTRINE
Without a doubt, amillennialsim is the view held by the majority
of “Christians” throughout church history. Its adherents include
the Roman Catholic Church, the Greek Orthodox Church, and a
large segment of Protestantism.
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philosophy with Christian theology and developed a new way of
interpreting the Scripture—the allegorical method. He rejected
the simple, literal interpretation of the Bible and denied the literal
meaning of prophecy. Augustine, 100 years later, systematized and developed amillennialism as an alternative to premillennialism; he found Origen’s allegorical method of
interpretation a helpful tool in handling the millennial teachings of difficult passages.

II. DEFINING THE TERM
Amillennial means “no millennium.” Adherents do believe in a millennial kingdom,
however, it is a spiritual kingdom rather than a physical one. The term amillennial reflects
their denial of a physical, literal reign of Christ on earth.

“Its most general character is that of denial of a literal
reign of Christ upon the earth. Satan is conceived as
bound at the first coming of Christ. The present age
between the first and second comings is the fulfillment
of the millennium. Its adherents are divided on whether
the millennium is being fulfilled now on the earth or
whether it is being fulfilled by the saints in heaven. It
may be summed up in the idea that there will be no
more millennium than there is now, and that the eternal
state immediately follows the second coming of Christ.”
(John Walvoord, The Millennial Kingdom, page 6).
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III. DIAGRAM OF AMILLENNIALISM

IV. ASPECTS OF AMILLENNIALISM
A. The millennial kingdom began at the first coming of Christ and will continue
until the Second Coming.
1. Christ is currently reigning in the church in the hearts of the believers.
2. The 1,000 years in Revelation 20 is to be taken figuratively (since it has
already been 2,000 years since the first coming. The 1,000 years denotes a
complete period of time, the length of which is only known by God.
(Revelation 20:4) “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or
in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”
3. The kingdom of God began at the first advent with Christ being victorious
over Satan, sin, and death. It is operative in history now and is destined to be
revealed in it fullness in the life to come.
4. Therefore, the Revelation 20 passage does not refer to the future but to the present.

B. The binding of Satan, mentioned in Revelation 20:1-3, occurred at the first
coming of Christ, which was the beginning of the millennium. Satan is
currently bound.
(Revelation 20:1-3) “And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the
key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. {2} And he laid hold on
the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a
thousand years, {3} And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and
set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand
years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.”
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NOTE: Satan is bound in the sense that he can no longer keep the nations from receiving
the gospel.

C. The first resurrection in Revelation 20:5 is a spiritual resurrection and refers to
the new birth of the believer.
(Revelation 20:4-6) “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads,
or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. {5}
But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished.
This is the first resurrection. {6} Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”
1. When one becomes a believer Christ reigns in their heart. At death they go to
heaven and reign with Christ there.
2. The second resurrection (v. 5a) is a physical one and takes place at the end of
the present church age.

D. The Second Coming of Christ will be a literal return of the Lord to the earth.
The Second Coming is a single event; that is, there is no prior return of Christ
for the saints at the Rapture. The Rapture takes place at the Second Coming of
Christ.
E. Amillennialists, like premillennialists, believe the world will grow worse and
worse until Jesus Christ returns.
F. The Tribulation (persecution) began when Satan was defeated at the Cross and
will continue until the return of Christ.
The church has always experienced and will continue to experience tribulation.
G. At the time of the Second Coming there will be one general resurrection and
one general judgment. All believers and unbelievers will be part of this event.
H. After the judgments, the final eternal state will be ushered in.
1. Believers will enter glory and spend eternity on a new earth.
2. Unbelievers will spend eternity away from God in the Lake of Fire.
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