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Lesson Outline...After plowing through the biblical covenants, one emerges 
with the understanding that God is going to fulfill very specific 
promises He made to Abraham and his descendants—the 
Abrahamic family that became the children of Israel (Jacob) and 
finally emerged from Egypt as the Israelite nation. God promised 
them permanent ownership of the land territory we call Palestine, 
or Canaan, or the Promise Land. A good biblical name for it is the 
“Land of Israel.” The angel of the Lord spoke to Joseph and said,

Matthew 2:20-21 
(20)  Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and 
go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the 
young child’s life. 
(21)  And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and 
came into the land of Israel. 

God also promised Abraham descendants and a dominion 
(kingdom). True to His promises, God literally gave Abraham a 
seed or family that became a great nation as well as the land in 
which they could live. But the kingdom promise is yet to come; it will assuredly come 
because God keeps His promises. 

Throughout church history, Christians have held to one of three major views concerning 
the future Kingdom of God—premillennialism, amillennialism, and postmillennialism. 
Each view contains the term millennialism (from millennium) and uses this term as a 
synonym or substitute for the expression the _______________ of God. These views 
differ regarding the nature, timing, and purpose of the kingdom. This handout addresses 
the timing.

I. DEFINING THE TERM

Millennium means one thousand years (millo = 1,000, and annus = __________). The 
Millennium according to the Scriptures is the 1,000-year kingdom of God in which Jesus 
Christ reigns. Premillennialism teaches that the second coming of Jesus Christ to the 
earth takes place before (pre) the millennial reign. As the historic view of Christianity, 
premillennialism expects “. . . the Lord will return to the earth. . . to establish His 

Term # of Times Used
land of Israel 31
land...God promised 9
land of Canaan 66
land flowing with milk 
and honey
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kingdom on the earth for a thousand years, during which time the promises to Israel will 
be fulfilled.” (Charles Ryrie, The Basis of the Premillennial Faith, p. 14.)

As premillennialism fell into disfavor with Christians, and as allegorical interpretation 
gained wider acceptance, amillennialism became the predominent view (first in Catholicism 
and then in Protestantism) and remained so until the 17th century. Postmillennialism 
surpassed amillennialism as the dominent view during the intellectual revolution as man 
developed greater understanding and confidence in science as well in his own ability to 
settle the world’s problems and bring about a kingdom of peace.

Each view has fallen into disfavor and subsequently experienced a revival of popularity. 
However, the horrors of WW1, WW2, and weapons of mass destruction have dealt a 
near death blow to postmillennialism. It is a hard sell that man will achieve a worldwide 
kingdom of peace and prosperity.

We’ll focus on premillennialism. All dispensationalists are premillennial, but only a few 
covenant theologians are.

II. DIAGRAM OF PREMILLENNIALISM

 

III. ASPECTS OF DISPENSATIONAL PREMILLENNIALISM

A. The Lord Jesus Christ will return to earth ____________ the establishment of 
His kingdom.

1. His present rule is not the Millennium.
2. The Millennium is future and will suddenly come into existence because of 

the Lord’s visible return to earth.

Historic Premi-
llennialism, 
a.k.a, Covenant 
Premillennialism, 
teaches that the 
millennium is a 
literal 1,000 year 
kingdom but ap-
plies  it to the 
church because 
covenant theol-
ogy views the 
church as the 
new Israel. 

Dispensationalism 
forms its escha-
tology by a literal 
interpretation of 
the OT and then 
fits the NT into 
it. A non-dispen-
sational escha-
tology forms its 
theology from the 
explicit teach-
ing of the NT and 
then confesses 
that it cannot be 
sure how the OT 
prophecies are to 
be fulfilled.

Covenant premi-
llennialism does 
not make a sharp 
distinction be-
tween Israel and 
the church, and 
it regularly spiri-
tualizes the OT.

before
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(Revelation 20:4-6) 

(4) And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them: 

and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for 
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 
which had not worshipped the beast, neither his 
image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.

 

(5) But the rest of the dead lived not again until 
the thousand years were finished. 

This is the first resurrection. 

(6) Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection: on such the second death hath 
no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

These beheaded martyrs will die 
during the Tribulation Period. 
The reasons are given for their 
martyrdom.

They have to be resurrected for 
they live and reign with Christ 
for the duration of the millen-
nial kingdom.

Verse 5 is a paranthetical 
statement. The redeemed 
dead are raised to reign with 
Christ. This is the first 
resurrection. 

But the rest of the dead 
aren’t resurrected until 
after the millennial kingdom 
is over.

Those who experience the 
first resurrection do so be-
cause they are redeemed. But 
those who experience the sec-
ond resurrection are raise to 
stand trial at the Great White 
Throne Judgment, their final 
sentencing. They appear there 
because they are not saved. 
The second death will have 
power over them.

“They” and “them” are the 
Old & NewTestament saints 
and the apostles each of 
which have been given the 
promise of being judges in 
God’s program.

( )
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B. There will be two resurrections which are separated by 1,000 years.

1. Amillennialism and postmillennialism teach that the first resurrection is a 
_______________ one, and that it took place at Christ’s first coming. Since 
the Scriptures do not reveal a bodily resurrection at the first coming, it is 
necessary to allegorize Revelation 20 and make it a spiritual resurrection. 
They target the starting of the Millennial Kingdom at this time.

2. Revelation 20 is speaking of literal, bodily resurrections because:
a. Those involved in this first resurrection are already believers (this is not 

their spiritual regeneration). They have been saved for some time and are 
martyred for their faith. Nothing in this text indicates the regeneration of 
their soul.

b. There is no exegetical reason for making the resurrection in verse 5 and 
the resurrection in verse 4b two different kinds of resurrections. The 
description of the two resurrections is entirely parallel, and all agree that 
the one in verse 5 is a physical one. Premillennialists will not leave the 
constraints of literal interpretation without exegetical evidence to do so.

3. The first resurrection refers to the resurrection of believers that will take 
place prior to the start of the Millennial Kingdom. After one thousand years, 
a second resurrection will occur; this is a resurrection of unbelievers.

C. The Millennial Kingdom is a literal kingdom that will exist on this present earth.

1. Jesus is the ruler of this kingdom. 
2. All Christ’s enemies will have been removed (including Satan) and cast into 

hell. The Edenic curse will have been removed (Isaiah 11:6-9; 35:9).
3. Christ’s reign will be one of peace and righteousness.

D. The Millennial Kingdom will be established after all human kingdoms have 
come to an end.

Read Daniel 2 and 7 for an overview of the kingdoms of this world. The fourth 
kingdom (the revived Roman Empire) will be destroyed suddenly at the second 
coming of Christ and replaced by the last kingdom—that of the Messiah. The 
prophecies of Daniel do not allow for the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom at 
the first coming of the Messiah.

E.	 The	purpose	of	the	Millennial	Kingdom	is	for	God	to	fulfill	the	covenant	
promises made to Abraham and his descendants.

Premillennialists give more emphasis to the distinctiveness of the nation of Israel 
than do the other millennial views.

III. DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS OF PREMILLENNIALISM

The wolf and 
lamb will lay 
down together. 
Animals will 
once again be 
herbivores. 

“first resurrec-
tion”, i.e., the 
first in kind. 

The first res-
urrection is of 
believers which 
occurs:

1. At the 
crucifixion

2. At the rapture

3. At the be-
ginning of the 
millennium

spiritual
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A. Literal interpretation in all areas of Scripture

B. Evangelistic in thrust

C. An emphasis on prophetic studies

D. Belief in the imminent rapture of the saints

E. Distinction between Israel and the church

IV. THE HISTORY OF PREMILLENNIALISM

A.	 The	first	two	centuries	were	completely	premillennial.

1. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96-97) wrote that the Lord will suddenly and quickly 
come. He spoke of the immenent return of Christ:

“Of a truth, soon and suddenly shall His will be 
accomplished, as the Scriptures also bear witness, 
saying, ‘Speedily will He come, and will not tarry:’ 
and ‘The Lord shall suddenly come to His temple, 
even the Holy One, for whom ye look.’”

(The Basis of the Premillennial Faith, C. Ryrie, p.20)

2. Barnabas (not the companion of Paul but an early Christian) believed in 
6,000 years of work with Christ and 1,000 years of peace and Sabbath rest.
a. The temple would be rebuilt during this time
b. The 1,000 years would be followed by an eighth day—the new 

regenerated world (eternity).

3. Papias (A.D. 80-163) taught premillennialism.
a. He exaggerated millennial fertility as follows:

“The days will come in which vines shall grow, 
having each ten thousand branches, and in each 
branch ten thousand twigs, and in each true twig ten 
thousand shoots, and in every one of the shoots ten 
thousand clusters, and on every one of the clusters 
ten thousand grapes, and every grape when pressed 
will give five-and twenty metretes of wine.”
Papias is referring to Amos 9:11-15. Amillennialists quote Papias here in at-
tempt to show premillennialists as ridiculous. Though Papias exaggerated the 
passage, he did believe in a millennium.

b. Papias declared that there would be a millennium after the resurrection 
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of the dead when the personal reign of Christ will be established on the 
earth.

c. He cites the following Apostles as being premillennial as himself:  
Andrew, Philip, Peter, Thomas, James, John, and Matthew. Papias lived 
in the first Christian century and would have known the converts of the 
Apostles. (No amillennialist has claimed any first or second century 
adherents!)

d. Justin Martyr was an apologist born about A.D. 100. An apologist is one 
who writes in defense of the Christian faith. The defense of the faith is 
the science of apologetics. Justin Martyr wrote to persuade pagans to 
become Christians.

“But I and whoever are on all points rightminded 
Christians know that there will be resurrection 
of the dead and a thousand years in Jerusalem, 
which will then be built, adorned, and enlarged as 
the prophets Ezekiel and Isaiah and the others 
declare....”
“And, further, a certain man with us, named John, 
one of the Apostles of Christ, predicted by a 
revelation that was made to him that those who 
believed in our Christ would spend a thousand 
years in Jerusalem, and thereafter the general, 
or to speak briefly, the eternal resurrection and 
judgment of all men would likewise take place.”

(The Basis of the Premillennial Faith, C. Ryrie, p.22)

e. Irenaeus, bishop of Lyons (A.D. 200)

“But when this Antichrist shall have devastated 
all things in this world he will reign for three 
years and six months, and sit in the temple at 
Jerusalem; and then the Lord will come from 
heaven in the clouds, in the glory of the Father, 
sending this man and those who followed him into 
the lake of fire; but bringing in for the righteous 
the times of the kingdom, that is, the rest, the 
hallowed seventh day; and restoring to Abraham 
the promised inheritance, in which kingdom 
the Lord declared, that ‘many coming from the 
east and from the west should sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”

(The Basis of the Premillennial Faith, C. Ryrie, pp.22-23)
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The predicted blessing, therefore, belongs unquestionably to the times of the 
kingdom, when the righteous shall bear rule upon their rising from the dead.

f. Tertullian, Bishop of Carthage, later a Montanist (A.D. 150-225)

“But we do confess that a kingdom is promised to 
us upon the earth, although before heaven, only in 
another state of existence; inasmuch as it will be 
after the resurrection for a thousand years in the 
divinely-built city of Jerusalem.”

(The Basis of the Premillennial Faith, C. Ryrie, p.23)

B. Premillennialism in the Post-New Testament era—the next three centuries 
shows a decline in premillennialism.

1. Reasons for the decline in premillennialism
a. The apostatizing of churches and rise of the Roman church (Catholicism). 

As the Roman church grew in power it was easy to conceptualize it as a 
kingdom.

b. The union of the church and the state (and ceasing of persecution). The 
premillennial faith is a blessed hope which became harder to hold as the 
church looked at the State and its friendly attitude toward them. In this 
new “courtship” churches weren’t looking for return of Christ.

c. The rise of allegorical interpretation in Alexandria, Egypt, by Origen.
d. Augustine’s influence (see Amillennialism, Origin of the Doctrine)
e. The lives and excesses of some premillennialists (e.g., the Montanists—

who spoke in tongues and were caught up in emotionalism.
2. With the growth of the state church the premillennial hope was beginning to 

fade but not disappear.
a. Cyprian, Bishop at Carthage (A.D. 195-258)

“Why with frequently repeated prayers do we entreat 
and beg that the day of His kingdom may hasten, if 
our greater desires and stronger wishes are to obey 
the devil here, rather than to reign with Christ?”
b. Nepos (A.D. 230-250) wrote Confrontation of the Allegorists.
c. Lactantius (A.D. 240-330) mentioned in writing the 1000 year reign of 

Christ.

C. Premillennialism in the Middle Ages

1. From A.D. 500-1500 several groups held to a premillennial coming of Christ. 
They rejected the Catholic Church as the kingdom.
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Examples:
a. The Waldensians of northern Italy (condemned by the Catholic Church as 

being heretical people)
b. The Paulicians and their successors, the Cathari (the pure ones) in 

southern France
(1) They did not regard the church as the kingdom
(2) They were dualists (two equal and opposing forces in the world—

good and evil)
(3) They were destroyed in successive “Crusades” by Catholic 

neighbors.

D. Premillennialism in the Reformation Period

1. In England
a. William Tyndale (1480-1536)

(1) Made the first good translation of the Bible from Greek to English
(2) Left England to publish it and smuggled it back (in bales of cotton)
(3) Martyred for his faith

b. Nicolas Ridley and Hugh Latimer
(1) Anglican bishops burned at the stake by Catholic Queen Mary in 

1555
(2) Hugh Latimer said,

“Peradventure it may come in my days, old as I am, 
or in my children’s days. The saints ‘shall be taken 
up to meet Christ in the air,’ and so shall come 
down with Him again. ‘He will put down Satan, that 
old Serpent, under our feet.’”

c. The fifth monarchy movement
(1) A political movement with a millennium motivation
(2) Mae two unsuccessful revolts against Cromwell, Puritan government, 

1657 and 1661.

2. In France
a. The Huguenots in France were premillennialists
b. Protestant followers of John Calvin
c. Very spiritual people, mostly middle class
d. As much as 1/3 of France was Huguenot at one time
e. Forced out of France in 1700’s

3. Other Groups
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a. The Anabaptists
(1) Baltisair Hubmaier was one of the most scholarly theologians in his day
(2) Believed in call out assemblies of believers only
(3) Championed the separation of church and state

b. The Bohemian and Moravian Brethren (allied with the Anabaptists)
(1) John Huss led the Bohemians in the 1400’s
(2) Count Zinzendorf was the leader of the Moravians
(3) He called his estate Hern Hutt and opened it as a sanctuary of the 

persecuted
(4) He sent out missionaries

E. Premillennialism in the Modern Period

1. John Wesley adopted premillennial notes for his commentary on the book of 
Revelation. Founder of the Methodists

2. John Darby (1800-1882)
a. Founder of the Brethern Movement
b. Father of Dispensational Premillennialism

3. Increase Mather (1629-1723) and his son Cotton Mather (1663-1728) were 
American Puritan preachers
a. Increase Mather

“That which presseth me so, as that I cannot 
gainsay the Chiliastic opinion, is that I take these 
four things for Principles, and no way doubt but 
that they are demonstrable.”

“That the thousand apocalyptical years are not 
passed but future. That the coming of Christ to 
raise the dead and to judge the earth will be within 
much less than this thousand years. That the 
conversion of the Jews will not be till this present 
state of the world is near unto its end. That, after 
the Jews’ conversion there will be a glorious day for 
the elect upon earth, and that this day shall be a 
very long continuance.”

b. Cotton Mather

“It is well known, that in the earliest of the 
primitive times the faithful did, in a literal sense, 
believe the ‘second coming’ of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the rising and the reigning of the saints 
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with Him, a thousand years before, the rest of the 
dead live again . . . . The doctrine of the Millennium 
is truth.”

4. W. E. Blackstone (1878) wrote Jesus is Coming which became influential in 
the Southern Baptist Convention to swing many to the premillennial position.

5. The Scofield Reference Bible (1909) with its premillennial notes became 
“The Baptist Preacher’s Bible.”

6. Dwight Pentecost wrote Things To Come (the definitive work on the 
premillennial position) in 1958.


