A Case for the Abrahamic Covenant
– My Devotional Thoughts from 2010-2011 –

God promised Abraham both posterity and land. The promise of fulfillment
was neither dependent upon Abraham’s nor his descendants’ behavior. Their
conduct would affect the timing and manner of the promise’s fulfillment, but it
would not determine the certainty of it. Abraham’s family understood that this
covenant was established by God. Genesis records the establishing, ratification,
and inheritance of the covenant. Trace the repeated acknowledgment of the
covenant’s provisions through the events of Abraham’s and his descendant’s
lives.
The requirement placed upon Abraham—leave Ur (Gen. 12:1)
The promises made to Abraham and later included in the Abrahamic Covenant
(Gen. 12:2-3) are:
1. Abraham will become a great nation.
2. God will bless Abraham.
3. Abraham’s name will be great.
4. Abraham will be a blessing.
5. God will bless/curse nations conditioned upon how they treat
Abraham’s posterity.
6. All the earth will be blessed through Abraham.
After being separated from his family (Lot), God identified the land portion of
the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 13:14-17).
God comes to Abraham in a vision and elaborates on the people portion of the
Abrahamic Covenant. Abraham will father an heir; the heir will NOT come
from a servant owned by Abraham (Gen. 15:1-6).
Abraham asks for assurance that this covenant will come to pass, and God seals
the covenant will a ceremony (Gen. 15:7-21).
1. Repeat of the land promise (v. 7)
2. The covenant-sealing ceremony (vv. 8-12)
3. Foretelling of the days in Egypt—a land that is NOT theirs (vv.
13-14)
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a. Included servitude in Egypt (v. 13)
b. Egypt was not their covenanted land (v. 13)
c. Duration of 400 years in Egypt (v. 13, 16a)
d. God will judge Egypt (v. 14)
e. Abraham’s descendants will plunder Egypt (v. 14)
4. Abraham will die in peace and at a good old age (v. 15)
5.	Purpose of the duration of 400 years—the leavening of the sin of the
Amorites (v. 16)
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6. God participated in the covenant ceremony alone (v. 17)
7. Land promised to Abraham’s descendants with boundaries attached (vv. 18-21)
God repeats the covenant to Abraham when he is 99 years old. The covenant ceremony of Gen. 15 took place
when Abraham was in his late 70s. Twenty years have expired; Ishmael has been born and is 13 years old.
1. Is 17:1-2 a condition?
2. God promises to multiply Abraham’s seed exceedingly (v. 2)
3. The covenant depends upon God (v. 4a)
4. Additional twist—Abraham will be a father of “many nations” (vv. 4-6)
5. Name changed from Abram (exalted father) to Abraham (father of a multitude) (v. 5)
6. Covenant established with Abraham AND his descendants (v. 7)
7. The covenant is everlasting (v. 7)
8. God will be Abraham’s God and Abraham’s descendants’ God (v. 7)
9. The land is identified—Canaan (v. 8)
10. The land is given to Abraham and to his descendants after him (v. 8)
11. The land is an everlasting possession (v. 8)
12. Circumcision was given as a sign of the covenant (vv. 10-14)
13. Individuals who break the covenant are cut off from the covenant blessings (v. 14)
14. Sarai’s name (“my princess”) changed to Sarah (“a princess”) (v. 15)
15. Sarah will have a son and be the mother of nations (v. 16)
16. Abraham disbelieves God and wants the covenant established with Ishmael (vv. 17-18)
17. The promised heir will be Isaac (v. 19)
a. The heir will be Abraham’s and Sarah’s son
b. He is pre-named Isaac
c. The covenant is established with him and his descendants
d. The covenant is everlasting
18. Ishmael will become a great nation also, but the covenant is with Isaac (vv. 20-21)
God appeared to Abraham in Mamre and announced the timing of the birth of Isaac (Gen. 18:1, 10, 14).
This was a call to Abraham and Sarah to believe God; He is able and He will accomplish His purposes.
God repeated that Isaac was Abraham’s heir (Gen. 21:12).
The Abraham Covenant is repeated upon Abraham’s obedience in following God in offering Isaac (Gen.
22:17-18)
1. Is 22:18 conditional upon obedience?
2. Abraham’s descendants will be multiplied as the stars of heaven and sand upon the seashore (v. 17)
3. Abraham’s descendants will possess the gate of their enemies? (v. 17)
4. All nations of the earth will be blessed through Abraham’s descendants (v. 18)
Abraham’s servant was instructed to obtain a wife for Isaac (Gen. 24)
1. Abraham is 140. It has been nearly 60 years since the covenant
ceremony! The stars of heaven and sand upon the seashore promise
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still has come down to one heir—Isaac, one son.
2. The wife was not to be from the Canaanites, but from Abraham’s family (vv. 3-4)
3. Abraham repeats some provisions of the Abrahamic Covenant to his servant who will seek
a wife for Isaac.
a. God took Abraham from his family (v. 7)
b. God promised to give Abraham’s seed a land (v. 7).
4. The servant was NOT to remove Isaac from the promised land (vv. 6, 8)
Isaac is confirmed as heir by receiving all of Abraham’s possessions (Gen. 25:5)
Abraham died at 175 years of age (Gen. 25:7)
Isaac and Rebekah have twin sons, and the younger will be the ruler. A foreshadow of the next heir of
the Abraham Covenant (Gen. 25:23).
God tells Isaac to remain in the land when the famine comes in his day (Gen. 26:2-5)
1. Is this conditional? (Gen. 26:3) “…and unto thee…” and in verse 5 God says He was
doing all this “because that Abraham obeyed….” Was it conditioned upon Abraham’s
obedience?
2. God is going to give the land to Isaac’s descendants (v. 3)
3. God is going to do what He swore to Abraham (v. 3)
4. God is going to multiply Isaac’s descendants (v. 4) as the stars of heaven
5. God is going to give the land to Isaac’s descendants (v. 4)
6. All the nations of the earth will be blessed through Isaac’s descendants (v. 4)
After strife with the Philistines over land, God repeats the Abrahamic Covenant to Isaac (Gen. 26:24)
1. God is the God of Abraham (v. 24)
2. God is with Isaac (v. 24)
3. God will bless Isaac (v. 24)
4. God will multiply Isaac’s descendants for Abraham’s sake (v. 24)
5. Why is God going to do for Isaac what He is going to do? Because of Abraham. IF the
covenant was conditional (and it is not), then God is going to do it because Abraham was
faithful.
Jacob receives the blessing from Isaac in the midst of the deception (Gen. 27:28-29)
1. Jacob will be prosperous (v. 28)
2. Jacob will lead other nations (v. 29)
3. Jacob will lord over his brethren (v. 29)
4. God will curse those who curse Jacob and bless those who bless Jacob (v. 29)
Isaac blesses/instructs Jacob when he sends him away to Haran to take a wife (Gen. 28:1-4)
1. Don’t marry a Canaanite (v. 1)
2. Take a wife from your mother’s family (v. 2)

3

3. God will make you fruitful (v. 3)
4. God will multiply your descendants (v. 3) to become a multitude.
5. Jacob and his descendants will receive the Abraham Covenant (v. 4)
6. Jacob and his descendants will inherit the land promised to Abraham (v. 4)
God causes Jacob to dream a dream about a ladder going from earth to heaven (Gen. 28:10-22)
1. God reveals Himself to Jacob as the God of Abraham and Isaac (v. 13)
2. God promise to give Jacob and his descendants the land (v. 13)
3. Jacob’s descendants will multiply as the dust of the earth (v. 13)
How does God identify the multiplying that He is going to do to the Jews? Three analogies: 1)
as the stars of heaven, 2) as the sand on the seashore, and 3) as the dust of the earth.
4. Jacob’s seed shall spread over the land in all directions (v. 14)
5. All families of the earth will be blessed through Jacob’s descendants (v. 14)
6. God promises to be with Jacob and bring him back in the land (v. 15)
7. Jacob accepts the covenant and commits himself to God (vv. 16-22)
Jacob prays for God’s protection before the rendezvous with Esau (Gen. 32:9-12)
1. Jacob is now praying to the God of Abraham and Isaac (v. 9)
2. Jacob reminds God that He would make his descendants as the sand of the sea (v. 12)
God appeared to Jacob when he was come out of Padan-aram to Bethel (Gen. 35:9-12)
1. God permanently changes Jacob’s name to Israel and repeats the Abrahamic Covenant (v. 10)
2. Commands Jacob to be fruitful and multiply (v. 11)
3. A company of nations and kings shall issue forth from Jacob (v. 11)
4. God will give to Jacob the land that He gave to Abraham and Isaac (v. 12)
5. The land will belong to Jacob’s descendants (v. 12)
On the night before Jacob departs for Egypt to live with Joseph, God appears to Jacob in a dream and
settles his fear about leaving Canaan (Gen. 46:2-4)
1. God reveals Himself as the God of his father (v. 2)
2. God promises to make of Jacob a great nation in Egypt (v. 3)
3. God will accompany Jacob in Egypt (v. 4)
4. God will bring the nation back into the promised land again (v. 4)
Jacob passes on the blessing in preparation for death (48:1-22) and repeats God’s appearing to him
and blessing him. Jacob understood the specifics of the Abrahamic Covenant,
remembered them, and passes them on.
1. Promise of his descendants multiplying and becoming a multitude (v. 4)
2. Promise that his descendants will be given the land after him (v. 4)
3. The land would be an everlasting possession (v. 4)
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Jacob blesses Joseph’s children (48:15-22)
1. Jacob passes on his name to Joseph’s children (v. 16)
2. Jacob passes on the “multitude blessing” (v. 16)
3. Both of Joseph’s children shall become a multitude (v. 19)
4. Jacob gives Joseph a land portion near Shechem (v. 22)
Jacob’s dying blessing to his children (Gen. 49)
1. Judah is elevated to leadership (vv. 8-12)
2. Shiloh (Messiah) shall come through Judah (v. 10). It is through this that the Abrahamic
Covenant’s provision of “all nations of the earth shall be blessed” shall be fulfilled.
Joseph repeats a portion of the Abraham Covenant to his brethren just before his death in Egypt (Gen.
50:24)
1. God will bring the nation of Israel up out of Egypt (v. 24)
2. God will return the nation of Israel to the land that He swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob (v. 24).
Abraham is called to follow God in Genesis 12; blessings are promised. A covenant is later made with
Abraham by God, and God ratifies the covenant in a ceremony (Genesis 15). He places upon Himself
the responsibility of fulfilling the covenant’s provisions. This is the Abrahamic Covenant. It was
unconditional and everlasting. Its primary provisions focus on two promises:
1. A nation will come from Abraham.
2. That nation will be given land for an everlasting possession.
There are other provisions to the covenant, but these two are the focal points. God keeps His
promises.

Further Study………
Take the passages/phrases that appear to make the Abrahamic Covenant conditional and deal with each
one. The Replacement Theologians focus on these phrases and build their case that the Abrahamic
Covenant was rejected by Israel, and Israel was then rejected by God. Replacement Theology
postulates the covenant being transferred to the church, and Israel has no place today in God’s program.
Replacement theologians view political Israel (Zionists) contemptuously and are favorable toward the
Palestinian Arabs.
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