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The Nature of the
Abrahamic Covenant

– Irrevocable, Unconditional, Unilateral –

If you sat down to assemble a 1,000 piece picture puzzle 
where would you begin? Would you pick up any two pieces 
and attempt to snap them together? That would soon become 
frustrating. There is a more logical approach. First separate out 
and assemble all the pieces that have a perfectly flat side —the 
edge pieces. When the edge pieces are in place, a framework is 
established. Now it is easier to see where the other pieces go and 
to begin assembling the interior. 

Putting together the “eschatological puzzle” is similar. There 
are pieces of the puzzle all over the Bible because the Bible was 
not written to specifically give us an eschatological picture. It 
is essential to put together the edge pieces—the framework —
before attempting snap the other verses together. The framework 
for Bible prophecy is the biblical ________________, and the 
overarching covenant is the Abrahamic Covenant.

Most all Bible scholars agree that the provisions of the 
Abrahamic Covenant were not completely fulfilled when the 
Old Testament came to an end. The issue becomes, how will 
God fulfill them? The choices are two: 1) God will fulfill them 
literally to Israel, or 2) God will fulfill them _________________ to 
the church.

I. THE TWO SCHOOLS OF BELIEF

A.	 Spiritual	fulfillment	to	the	church

The position of the postmillennialist and amillennialist is that the church inherits the 
blessings of the covenant.

1. Postmillennialist writer Loraine Boettner set forth his position clearly:
“The mass of those who then called themselves Israelites ceased to be such 
for prophetic and covenant purposes, having forfeited their citizenship in 
the commonwealth of Israel by refusing to accept the Messiah, and that after 
this event all the privileges of the Abrahamic Covenant and all the promises 
of God belonged to the believing remnant, and to them only; which remnant 
was therefore and thereafter the true Israel and Judah, the Seed of Abraham, 
the Christian Church…. It may seem harsh to say that, “God is through with 
the Jews.” But the fact of the matter is that He is ____________ with them as 
a unified national group.”  (The Millennium, Loraine Boettner, pp. 318-319.)

2. Why does the postmillennialist and amillennialist believe this? Because they 
believe the Abrahamic Covenant was ______________, and since the Jews 
failed to meet those conditions God was not obligated to fulfill them for Israel. 
So there would be no kingdom for Israel, no king sitting on David’s throne, etc.

3. Amillennial theologian Oswald T. Allis believes Israel’s disobedience 
brought about the withdrawing of covenant promises from Israel:
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“It is true that, in the express terms of the covenant with Abraham, obedience 
is not stated as a condition. But that obedience was presupposed is clearly in-
dicated by two facts. The one is that obedience is the precondition of blessing 
under all circumstances…. The second fact is that in the case of Abraham the 
duty of obedience is particularly stressed.”

4. “Conditionalists” primarily point to these passages—Gen. 17:1-2; 22:18; 
26:3—to build their case. Some see that Abraham leaving Ur was the 
_____________ condition of receiving covenantal blessings.

B.	 Literal	fulfillment	to	Israel

The position of the premillennialist is that God will fulfill His promises made to 
Abraham and his descendents. His descendents became the nation of Israel. Do these 
(Gen. 17:1-2; 22:18 ) or other passages teach that God made a conditional covenant 
with Abraham? Not at all.

II. ARGUMENTS FOR THE UNCONDITIONAL NATURE OF THE 
ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

A.	Genesis	12:1-3

1. Genesis 12:1-3 gives the initial provisions of the Abrahamic 
Covenant. Some who believe in the unconditional nature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant think that Abraham had to leave Ur and go to the 
land of Canaan for the covenant to be fulfilled. But once he did that, the 
covenant had no further conditions.
“It is important to observe the relation of obedience to this covenant program. 
Whether God would institute a covenant program with Abraham or not 

depended upon Abraham’s act of obedience in leaving the land [of 
Ur]. When once this act was accomplished, and Abraham did obey 
God, God instituted an irrevocable, unconditional program.” (Things 

to Come, Dwight Pentecost, p. 74)

2. Other “unconditionalists” view God’s statement to Abraham to “Get thee out 
of thy country” (Gen. 12:1) as an ________________ rather than a condition. 
Abraham was invited to receive the gift of promise by faith, which he did. 
There was not an original or implicit condition to the Abrahamic Covenant. 

3. That first giving of the Abrahamic Covenant in Gen. 12 may have had an 
implicit condition in it which Abraham met by departing Ur and going to 
Canaan. We cannot say what God would have done had Abraham not obeyed, 
but he did obediently arrive in Canaan, and over the next few years the 
covenant was repeated and enlarged with no conditions attached to it. 

B.	 Genesis	17:1-2

1. Genesis 17:1-2 seems to add a condition to the Abrahamic Covenant. 
“These statements were made years after God formally established the 
covenant with Abraham in Genesis 15. When the covenant was formally 
established, God stated no conditions. According to Galatians 3:15, once 
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a covenant has been established no conditions are added to it. Thus, to say 
that the statements of Genesis 17:1-2; 22:16-18; and 26:3-5 indicate that the 
Abrahamic Covenant is conditional is to say that God added conditions after 
the covenant was established and that God thereby violated the principle of 
Galatians 3:15.” (There Really is a Difference, Renald Showers, p. 62)

2. In his book Toward an Old Testament Theology, Walter Kaiser builds his case 
that the conditional element in Gen. 17, 22, and 26, was not attached to the 
promise but only to the ________________ who would benefit from these 
abiding promises. If the condition of faith/obedience was not in the patriarch, 
he simply became a transmitter of the blessing without personally inheriting 
any of the gifts directly.

3. In Gen. 17, the rite of circumcision was not given as a condition to the 
covenant (which had been in existence for the past 25 years of Abraham’s 
life) but as a __________ of the covenant. Those who refused to be 
circumcised would lose out on the blessings of the covenant, but they would 
not eliminate the nation’s covenant relationship with God. 

Critical Understanding!!!

Sin and disobedience would cause the loss of the covenant blessings but would never 
cancel the covenant. The blessings of the covenant were conditioned on the obedi-
ence of an individual. But the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant depended solely 
upon God.

Illustration from Eternal Security

Those of us who believe in eternal security can best understand the unconditional 
nature of the Abrahamic Covenant. As saved people, we look forward to the day of 
our glorification when God takes us to heaven. Our salvation will be realized and 
finalized. God’s stated intention is to take us to glory—Romans 8. Can our disobedi-
ence negate God’s stated intention? Absolutely not! So does it make any difference 
whether we are obedient or disobedient? Yes, it makes a great difference! Our pres-
ent blessing, usefulness to God, and future reward depend on obedience, but the final 
completion of our salvation does not. That depends upon the promise of God and 
His stated purpose to fulfill it. The realization of our salvation is tied to the character 
of God and not to our obedience. God is faithful; He will accomplish that which He 
promises. 

This holds true for the Abrahamic Covenant as well. Israel’s failure forfeited 
the blessings of God, but it did not negate the promise of God. As the Israel-
ites came out of Egypt and reached Kadesh-barnea, their entry point into the 
Promise Land, they willingly disobeyed God and suffered the consequences 
by wandering in the wilderness for 40 years. However, a new generation of 
Israelites did enter the Promise Land with God’s blessings. The promise of 
God was not negated by disobedience. Repeatedly the Jews were disobedi-
ent and suffered removal from the land. But God has always brought back a 
remnant for His promise is sure.
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C.	 Genesis	15:7-21

1. Genesis 15:7-21 is the ratification ceremony of the Abrahamic Covenant. 
Abraham was approaching 100 years of age, and the covenant God made 
with him was nearly _______ years old and still he had no heir. Abraham 
questions God about the covenant.

Genesis 15:2-3

(2)  And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go 
childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus?

(3)  And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one 
born in my house is mine heir.

2. God repeats the promise of a seed and of a land. Abraham asks for proof of 
the reality of this promise.

(Genesis 15:8)  And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I 
shall inherit it?

3. What unfolds in 15:7-21 is a covenant ceremony. People entered a binding 
covenant by slaughtering animals and dividing them in two pieces. The 
pieces were laid opposite one another, and those making the covenantal 
agreement walked between the pieces, thus solemnly ratifying the covenant 
by blood. Each party bearing covenant responsibilities passed between the 
blood, but in this ceremony God alone was the active participant. By this 
action of walking alone between the animals God clearly declared that He 
was solely responsible for fulfilling this covenant. Abraham was not invited 
to follow. The significance of this is striking! God swore fidelity to His 
promises and placed all the responsibility upon Himself to accomplish the 
fulfillment of them. Clearly, they were not conditioned on anything Abraham 
would or would not do. 

4. The fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant was not bilateral. It was 
______________. This is a very strong statement of the unconditional nature 
of the Abrahamic Covenant, and it is supported by numerous other passages. 

D.	 Other	passages.

1. The covenant is still in effect in spite of the many failures of the Patriarchs 
and their families.

(Genesis 50:24)  And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will 
surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which he 
sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

2. _______ years later the covenant is still in force.
(Exodus 2:24)  And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his 
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.

3. Israel enters the Promise Land, not because of obedience, but because of 
God’s faithfulness to His promise.

(Deuteronomy 9:5-6)  Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness 
of thine heart, dost thou go to possess their land: but for the wickedness 
of these nations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before 
thee, and that he may perform the word which the LORD sware unto 
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thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (6) Understand therefore, that 
the LORD thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess it for thy 
righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people.

4. Moses spoke of a day when Israel will plunge into idolatry and be judged by 
God, but God will not forget the covenant.

(Deuteronomy 4:31)  (For the LORD thy God is a merciful God;) he 
will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy 
fathers which he sware unto them.

5. Throughout Israel’s history she would turn her back on God and sink to 
the depths of moral degeneracy and spiritual decay. 600 years after the 
Patriarchs, with many failures by Israel and _______ causes for God to 
abandon His people, the prophets still pointed to the covenant.

Micah 7:18-20

(18)  Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth 
by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his 
anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.

(19)  He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will 
subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 
the sea.

(20)  Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, 
which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.

6. Many centuries later, the aged priest Zacharias still proclaimed (under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit) that God was intent on fulfilling His covenant 
promises.

Luke 1:67-75

(67)  And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
prophesied, saying,

(68)  Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed 
his people,

(69)  And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his 
servant David;

(70)  As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been 
since the world began:

(71)  That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all 
that hate us;

(72)  To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his 
holy covenant;

(73)  The oath which he sware to our father Abraham,

(74)  That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the 
hand of our enemies might serve him without fear,

(75)  In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life.

7. The Apostle Peter message several months after the crucifixion of Christ 
maintained that the Abrahamic Covenant was still in effect. “Ye are the 
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children…of the covenant…,” present tense; the covenant is still operative.
Acts 3:25-26

(25)  Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God 
made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all 
the kindreds of the earth be blessed.

(26)  Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to 
bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.

8. The Abrahamic Covenant was still a source of encouragement to Jews who 
were living when the Book of Hebrews was written in the _______ AD! God 
showed the “heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by 
an oath.”

Hebrews 6:15-17

(15)  And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.

(16)  For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation 
is to them an end of all strife.

(17)  Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of 
promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:


