The New Covenant

– Additional Material on the New Covenant –
1.

God established the New Covenant as an unconditional covenant. It
was not conditioned upon Israel’s obedience but was established in
spite of her disobedience.
Ezekiel 36:21-22

(21) But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned
among the heathen, whither they went.

(notes from
There Really is
a Difference, A
Comparison of
Covenant and Dispensational Theology, by Renald
E. Showers, Bible
Knowledge Commentary, Dallas Theological
Seminary, and sermon by Dr. John
MacArthur)

(22) Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for
your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned
among the heathen, whither ye went.
2. God intended the New Covenant to be everlasting (Ezek. 16:60; Jer. 32:40).
(Jeremiah 32:40) And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn
away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not
depart from me.

Summary facts:
1. It is an unconditional, everlasting covenant that God made with the same people that
He made the Mosaic Covenant with—the house of Israel and the house of Judah—the
literal, physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The New Covenant would
never be abolished or annulled for disobedience.
2. The Old Testament says _______________ of the relationship of the Church to the
New Covenant.
No revelation concerning the Church was given before the time of the apostles and New
Testament prophets (Eph. 3:2-9). So the Old Testament contains no information concerning
the Church.
3. In spite of the Old Testament’s silence concerning the relationship of the Church to
the New Covenant, the New Testament seems to indicate that a relationship does in fact
exist. How so?
a.	First, the Church partakes of the communion service in which is said of the cup,
“This cup is the new testament in my blood” (1 Cor. 11:25; Lk. 22:20).
Bible Knowledge Commentary (Luke 22:20)
The New Covenant (spoken of many times in the Old Testament but highlighted
in Jer. 31:31-34), which was a prerequisite for the Kingdom Age, was instituted
by Jesus’ sacrifice (Lk. 22:20). The New Covenant provided for the regeneration
of the Israelite nation and the Holy Spirit’s indwelling individuals in the nation.
Believers in the Church Age also participate in those spiritual blessings of regeneration and the indwelling Spirit (1Cor. 11:25-26; 2 Cor. 3:6; Heb. 8:6-7).
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Bible Knowledge Commentary (Heb. 8:8)
In the passage quoted, there is first the prediction that a New Covenant will be
made (Heb. 8:8) followed by a strong declaration that it will differ from the previous one (Heb. 8:9). Then follows (Heb. 8:10-12) a description of the superior
accomplishments, or enablements, of the promised covenant. These are: (1) an
inner inclination to obey (God will put His laws in their minds and write them on
their hearts), (2) a firm relationship with God (“I will be their God, and they will
be My people”), (3) the knowledge of God (“they will all know Me”), and (4) the
forgiveness of sins (“I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins
no more”). These are the “better promises” alluded to in Heb. 8:6.
It is clear that all these benefits belong, in fact, to all the regenerate of every age
since the Cross. Though the New Covenant is specifically focused on Israel (cf.
“house of Israel and house of Judah” in Jer. 31:31), it is clear that Christians of the
present time also stand under its blessings (cf. Lk. 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25; 2 Cor. 3:6).
This perception does not lead to an inappropriate confusion between Israel and the
church. The New Covenant is God’s appointed vehicle for fulfilling the Abrahamic
blessings to Israel. But the Abrahamic Covenant also promised universal blessing, so the New Covenant becomes as well God’s vehicle of salvation for believers
since the Cross. To say this is not to say anything more than Jesus did when He
declared that “salvation is from the Jews” (Jn. 4:22). In no way should this impede
the perception of the Christian church as a unique, interadvent body, closely united
to Christ as His bride and significantly distinct from the nation of Israel. But inasmuch as all salvation is through the cross of Christ, it is also through the blood of
the New Covenant.

With the communion cup of wine, Jesus was referencing the New Covenant that
was promised to Israel in the Old Testament (Jer. 31 and Ezek. 36). The fact that
the Church partakes of the communion cup which represents the New Covenant
promised by God to Israel seems to indicate that the Church partakes of the New
Covenant.
b.	Second, the Church is related to the New Covenant in that it partakes of the
_______________ blessings that God promised Israel as part of the New Covenant
in the Old Testament—such as, forgiveness of sin (cp. Jer. 31:34 and Eph. 1:7),
indwelling Holy Spirit (cp. Ezek. 36:27 and 1 Cor. 6:19), a new nature (cp. Jer.
31:33 and 2 Cor. 3:3), etc.
c.	Third, evidence exists for the Church’s relationship to the New Covenant in
Paul’s indication that the apostles of the Church functioned as ministers of a New
Covenant (2 Cor. 3:6).
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Conclusion:
Although the New Covenant was specifically made with the literal nation of Israel in the
Old Testament, the Church in the New Testament also has a relationship to that covenant.
The obvious question becomes:
If the Church also has a relationship to the New Covenant, partaking of its blessings,
what is the relationship of the nation of Israel to the fulfillment of that covenant?
Covenant theologians claim that the New Covenant is being fulfilled totally in the Church
today. Israel forfeited any inheritance of the covenant because of unbelief and rebellion
against God. The Church has replaced Israel. All the promises of the New Covenant will be
fulfilled in a spiritualized way with the Church and not literally with the nation of Israel.
Dispensational theologians claim that since God promised to establish the New Covenant
with the literal people of Israel (Jer. 31:31), and since God intended the New Covenant
to be unconditional in nature and not dependent upon Israel’s obedience, then the Church
has not replaced Israel in its relationship to the New Covenant. The New Covenant is
not being fulfilled totally in the Church today. Therefore, according to the dispensational
view, there will be a ____________ fulfillment of the New Covenant for literal Israel.
John MacArthur sermon:
“What is the New Covenant? The New Covenant is the covenant of Jeremiah 31,
Ezekiel 36, it’s the saving covenant. It’s the covenant of forgiveness and salvation, it’s the covenant by which God forgives sinners and it’s ratified in the death
of Christ. God forgave sinners before Christ died. God forgives sinners since
Christ died. But God forgives all sinners because Christ died. He ratified the
covenant even though it was in effect before His death, as it’s in effect after His
death. He ratified it in His blood. That had already been applied before it even
happened because He was the lamb slain before the foundation of the world.
The New Covenant is the only Covenant that saves. The Mosaic Covenant, the
Covenant of Law damns. This covenant, the New Covenant, saves. Jeremiah
31:34 says that it’s the covenant by which God will forgive your transgressions
and your sins.”

What is the biblical evidence that the New Covenant will be fulfilled with national Israel?
1. God clearly said He would fulfill the covenant with Israel (Ezek. 36, Jer. 31). It has
not happened yet because of Israel’s unbelief. We are force to conclude that it will occur
in the future.
2. God declared that He would fulfill the New Covenant in spite of Israel profaning His
holy name (Ezek. 36:20-23).
3. Some of the promises of the New Covenant are purely spiritual in nature, but others
are material and ____________ in scope. The Church only partakes of the spiritual
promises of the New Covenant. The material and national promises are NOT being
fulfilled with the Church and never have been.
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4. Paul taught that after the Church came into existence and partook of the spiritual
blessings of the New Covenant, Israel would then experience the fulfillment of the New
Covenant when Messiah came in His Second Coming (Rom. 11:25-29).
a.	The Old Testament likewise taught that the New Covenant fulfilling was coupled
with the coming of the Messiah and Israel’s regathering and restoration to their
land (Isa. 59:20-21; Jer. 32:37-44; 50:4-5; Ezek. 26:22-28; 37:21-28).
b.	God would not change His mind concerning this future calling of Israel (Rom.
11:29).
In Romans 9-11
In this section of Romans (chaps. 9-11) God’s personal
righteousness and His provided righteousness for people has been
displayed primarily in Israel’s rejecting Christ and rebelling against
God, and in God’s choosing and turning to Gentiles in grace. These themes
continue in chapter 11, but God’s sovereign choice also involves His restoring
Israel and His being magnified thereby.
11:1-10		

God’s election of grace

11:7-10		What “a remnant chosen by grace” out of Israel meant for the people as a
whole.
11:11-24	Paul asked still another question he anticipated from his readers. Did Israel
stumble (cf. Rom. 9:32) so as to fall beyond recovery? Literally, the Greek
says simply, “Did they stumble so that they fell?” But the tense of the verb
“fell” and its contrast with the verb translated “stumble” imply the idea
of falling beyond recovery. Once again the question in Greek was worded
to elicit a negative answer, and for the 10th and last time in Romans, Paul
responded, Not at all! (mē genoito; cf. Rom. 3:4; 3:6; 3:31; 6:2; 6:15; 7:7;
7:13; 9:14; 11:1) “They” refers to “the others” (Rom. 11:7), the majority of
the people of Israel, excluding the “remnant chosen by grace” (Rom. 11:5).
Israel experienced not a permanent fall, but a stumbling. It served at least
two divine purposes: (a) to offer salvation… to the Gentiles, and (b) to make
Israel envious (lit., “to the provoking of them to jealousy”; cf. Deut. 32:21).
Paul was convinced that Israel’s stumbling is temporary rather than permanent and that the nation will be restored as God’s people (Rom. 11:16).
In the apostolic generation God put aside as a whole the people of Israel, an
action Paul described as one in which some of the branches have been broken
off. The apostle then spoke directly to Gentile Christians: And you, though a
wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the
nourishing sap from the olive root (Rom. 11:17-21).
The “olive tree” is not the church; it is the spiritual stock of Abraham. Believing Gentiles are included in that sphere of blessing so that in the Church
Age both Jews and Gentiles are in Christ’s body (Eph; 2:11-22; 3:6). Yet
someday Israel as a whole will turn to Christ (as Paul discussed in Rom.
11:25-27). This passage does not teach that the national promises to Israel
have been abrogated and are now being fulfilled by the church. This idea,
taught by amillenarians, is foreign to Paul’s point, for he said Israel’s fall is
temporary. While believing Gentiles share in the blessings of the Abrahamic

4

Covenant (Gen. 12:3) as Abraham’s spiritual children (Gal. 3:8-9), they do
not permanently replace Israel as the heirs of God’s promises (Gen. 12:2-3;
15:18-21; 17:19-21; 22:15-18).
11:25-27	Israel’s salvation. Israel’s corporate stumbling, which is temporary, not
permanent, is called a mystery.
After “the fullness of the Gentiles” (Rom. 11:25) the partial hardening of
Israel will be removed and all Israel will be saved, that is, “delivered” (in
the OT “saved” often means “delivered”) from the terrible Tribulation by the
Messiah, the Deliverer. To confirm this, Paul quoted from Isa. 59:20-21 and
Isa. 27:9. The statement, “All Israel will be saved” does not mean that every
Jew living at Christ’s return will be regenerated. Many of them will not be
saved, as seen by the fact that the judgment of Israel, to follow soon after
the Lord’s return, will include the removal of Jewish rebels (Eze. 20:34-38).
Following this judgment God will then remove godlessness and sins from the
nation as He establishes His New Covenant with regenerate Israel (cf. Jer.
31:33-34).
11:28-29	Here Paul summarized God’s dealings with Israel and with the Gentiles.
In order for God to bring the gospel to Gentiles He had to deal with Israel
corporately as enemies. But in relation to God’s choice of Abraham and His
covenant with him and the patriarchs, Israel is beloved. Because God chose
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (cf. Rom. 9:6-13), He loves the nation and will
carry through on His promises. This is another reason Israel’s hardening
must be temporary (cf. Rom. 11:15; 11:22-25) and she must finally be saved
corporately: God chose her. And God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable.

Concluding Considerations:
1.	Jesus ratified the New Covenant when He shed His blood on the cross (Lk. 22:20; 1
Cor. 11:25; Heb. 8:6-13; 9:15; 12:24).
2.	Thc Church He started became a partaker of the spiritual blessings of the New
Covenant.
3.	During the Church Age, according to Rom. 11, a remnant of literal, national Israel is
being saved by the grace of God through faith in Christ and becoming members of
the Church.
4.	This redeemed remnant of Jews partake of the spiritual blessings of the New
Covenant, as do other members of the church.
5.	However, they do not partake of the material, national blessings of the New
Covenant.
6.	During the time of the Church, the majority of literal, national Israel does NOT
become saved because of hardness of heart. They do not obtain the promised
blessings of the New Covenant.
7.	The majority of Israelites, who made up the nation of Israel, rejected their Messiah
and were removed from the place of covenant blessing. Israel failed to enter the New
Covenant relationship with God in conjunction with Messiah’s first coming.
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8.	With the majority of national Israel remaining in unbelief, the Gentiles who were
intially not in the place of blessing, are being grafted into the place of covenant
blessing in the sense that they partake of the spiritual blessings of the New Covenant,
as do the remnant Israelite members of the Church (Rom. 11).
9.	The grafting in of the believing Gentiles into the blessings of the New Covenant does
not nullify national Israel being grafted back in at a later time. Israel’s removal is
only temporory.
10.	At the Second Coming of Christ, national Israel will be saved and grafted back into
the place of covenant blessing (Rom. 11:23-27).
11.	At that time, literal, national Israel will enter fully into the New Covenant and
enjoy all the promises of said covenant (spiritual, material, and national). Although
Israel failed to enter the New Covenant relationship with God in conjunction with
Messiah’s first coming, she will do so at the Second Coming.
12. Romans 11 explains how the Church now partakes of the spiritual blessings of the
New Covenant, and how Israel which is now cut off, will be grafted back in. Why?
Because the New Covenant has never been nullified; it was unconditional and
irrevocable.
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