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GOD’S PLAN FOR ISRAEL
– Irrevocable, Unconditional, Unilateral Promises –

I. GOD’S CHOICE OF ISRAEL

As you learn the specifics of God’s covenants with Israel, 
her eschatological future will become clearer. The covenants 
reveal and determine what God will do with Israel; her fu-
ture depends upon them.

A. God sovereignly chose the nation of Israel to be His 
special people through whom He would accomplish 
His purposes on earth. He made specific agreements 
with them, called ________________, which outlined 
what He would do. There is one basic covenant and 
then three others which emphasize particular aspects of 
God’s intentions.

1. Abrahamic Covenant—God’s _________ covenant 
with Israel (see chart below)

2. Palestinian Covenant—God promises to give Israel a 
specific area of land

3. Davidic Covenant—God’s choice of a king for Israel
4. New Covenant—God’s gift of salvation and blessing

B. These are biblical covenants and not to be confused with 
the __________________ covenants created by covenant 
theologians.

II. GOD’S COVENANTS WITH ISRAEL

A COMPARISON OF THE COVENANTS

*Abrahamic Covenant (basic 
covenant) Other Covenants

1. The promise of a national land.

Genesis 12:1, 13:14-15,17

1. The Palestinian Covenant gave Israel particu-
lar assurance of final, permanent restoration to 
the land. Deut. 30:3-5; Ezek. 20:33-37, 42-44

2. The promise of redemption, 
national (Israel) and universal 
(Gentiles).

Genesis 12:3, 22:18; Galatians 3:16

2. The New Covenant has particularly to do 
with Israel’s spiritual blessing and redemption.

Jeremiah 31:31-40; Hebrews 8:6-13
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3. The promise of numerous descen-
dants to form a great nation.

Genesis 12:2, 13:16, 17:2-6

3. The Davidic Covenant has to do with prom-
ises of a dynasty, nation, and throne.

2 Samuel 7:11, 13, 16, Jeremiah 33:20-21, 
31:35-37

Therefore, the _________ promises of the Abrahamic Covenant are devel-
oped in the Palestinian Covenant, the _________ promises are developed in 
the Davidic Covenant, and the salvation and blessing promises are devel-

oped in the New Covenant.

A. The types of covenants God made with Israel

1. Conditional covenants depended upon man (the receiver) obeying the 
conditions thereof; they contain the wording “if ye will.”
(Exodus 19:5)  Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and 

keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above 
all people: for all the earth is mine: 

2. Unconditional covenants did not contain an “if” upon which their fulfillment 
depended. Fulfillment depended solely upon the integrity and faithfulness of 
God who was making the covenant with man.

B. Their characteristics—These covenants that God made with Israel are:

1. Literal
2. _______________ (Gen 17:7) “And I will establish my covenant between 

me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.”

3. Unconditional*
4. Made with a covenanted people—Israel  (Rom 9:4)  “Who are Israelites; 

to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises;” and not with 
the Gentiles  (Eph 2:11-12)  “Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called 
the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; {12} That at that time ye were 
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world:”

C. Their importance to eschatology—Why are these four great determinative 
covenants important relative to eschatology?

1. “The eternal aspects of this covenant (Abrahamic Covenant), which 
guarantee Israel a permanent national existence, perpetual title to the land of 
promise, and the certainty of material and spiritual blessing through Christ, 
and guarantee Gentile nations a share in these blessings, determine the 
whole eschatological program of the Word of God. This covenant becomes 

* For more 
information on 
the Abrahamic 
Covenant, refer 
to the handout 
04a-The Nature 
of the Abrahamic 
Covenant.

Also, see 04b-
A case for 
the Abrahamic 
Covenant
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the seed from which are brought forth the later covenants made with Israel 
(Palestinian, Davidic, and New Covenants). The essential areas of the 
Abrahamic Covenant, the land, the seed, and the blessing, are enlarged in the 
subsequent covenants made with Israel.” (Things to Come, p.71)

2. “The promises of these covenants cannot be fulfilled to people other than the 
nation of Israel. God must give Israel a land, a seed and a blessing.”  (Things 
to Come, p.72)

3. “[The] crucial issues in relation to premillennialism are two:  (1) Does 
the Abrahamic Covenant promise Israel a ________________ existence 
as a nation?  If it does, then the Church is not fulfilling Israel’s promises 
but rather Israel as a nation has a future yet in prospect; and (2) Does the 
Abrahamic Covenant promise Israel permanent possession of the promised 
_________?  If it does, then Israel must yet come into possession of the land, 
for she has never fully possessed it in her history.”  (Things to Come, p.85)

4. These covenants can only be fulfilled with Israel—not with the Church today, 
for Israel and the Church are not synonymous. While Gentile believers are a 
seed of Abraham, they are not the _____________ seed of Abraham to which 
the national promises are made in the Abrahamic Covenant. Israel and the 
Church Contrasted (see Things to Come, pp.88-89).
a. The seed of Abraham is the physical descendants of Abraham. Later they 

were called Israel, the descendants of Jacob. The national promises of the 
Abrahamic Covenant can only be fulfilled by the nation of Israel.

b. According to the amillennial view of the seed of Abraham, that seed 
would be the whole “household of faith,” or all believers of all ages.

NOTE:  The determining factor is the method of interpretation. If the Scriptures are to be 
interpreted figuratively then the amillennial view is logical, but if they are to be interpret-
ed literally the premillennial view is ___________________.

D. Their implications

1. The Palestinian Covenant

“From the original statement of the provisions of this covenant, 
it is easy to see that, on the basis of a literal fulfillment, Israel 

must be converted as a nation, must be regathered from her world-
wide dispersion, must be installed in her land, which she is made to 
possess, must witness the judgment of her enemies, and must re-
ceive the material blessings vouchsafed to her.” Things To Come, 
pp.98-99.
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2. The Davidic Covenant
a. A proper understanding of the Davidic Covenant will settle questions 

such as:
(1) Will there be a literal ______________ kingdom?
(2) Is the church the kingdom?
(3) Will the nation of Israel be regathered and restored under her 

Messiah?
(4) Is the kingdom present or _____________?
(5) And more . . . 

b. The eschatological implications of the Davidic Covenant
(1) Israel must be ________________ as a nation.
(2) Israel must have a national existence, and be brought back into the 

land of her inheritance.
(3) David’s son, the Lord Jesus Christ, must return to the earth, bodily 

and literally, in order to reign over David’s covenanted kingdom.
(4) A literal earthly kingdom must be constituted over which the 

returned Messiah reigns.
(5) This kingdom must become an eternal kingdom—no end to 

Messiah’s reign.

3. The New Covenant—Jeremiah 31:31-34
(Jeremiah 31:31-34)  “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: {32} Not 
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my 

covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 
{33} But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; 
After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
{34} And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man 

his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

a. The New Covenant guarantees Israel a ______________ experience 
which is the foundation of all her blessings. It is effectual through the 
shedding of blood (Christ’s).

b. The people of the New Covenant are primarily Israel/Judah.
c. The period of the New Covenant is the millennium.
d. The provisions of the New Covenant are:
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PROVISIONS OF THE NEW COVENANT

The Provisions Supporting Scripture

1. Unconditional 
and everlasting

(Ezekiel 16:60)  “Nevertheless I will remember my covenant 
with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee 
an everlasting covenant.”

2. Imparts a 
new mind and 
_____________

(Jeremiah 31:33)  “But this shall be the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the 
LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it 
in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my 
people.”

3. Restoration 
to the favor and 
blessing of God

(Hosea 2:19-20)  “And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; 
yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in 
judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. {20} I will 
even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know 
the LORD.”

(Isaiah 61:9)  “And their seed shall be known among the 
Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: all that see 
them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the 
LORD hath blessed.”

4. Forgiveness of 
__________

(Jeremiah 31:34)  “And they shall teach no more every man 
his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 
LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto 
the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

5. Indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit

(Jeremiah 31:33)  “But this shall be the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the 
LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it 
in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my 
people.”

(Ezekiel 36:27)  “And I will put my spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, 
and do them.”
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6. A knowledge 
and obedience to 
the will of God

(Jeremiah 31:34)  “And they shall teach no more every man 
his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 
LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto 
the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

7. _____________ 
blessings while 
Israel is in her land

(Jeremiah 32:41)  “Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them 
good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my 
whole heart and with my whole soul.”

(Isaiah 61:8)  “For I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery 
for burnt offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I 
will make an everlasting covenant with them.”

(Ezekiel 34:25-27)  “And I will make with them a covenant of 
peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land: 
and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the 
woods. {26} And I will make them and the places round about 
my hill a blessing; and I will cause the shower to come down 
in his season; there shall be showers of blessing. {27} And the 
tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield 
her increase, and they shall be safe in their land, and shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I have broken the bands of 
their yoke, and delivered them out of the hand of those that 
served themselves of them.”

8. The rebuilt 
_____________

(Ezekiel 37:26-27)  “Moreover I will make a covenant of peace 
with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them: and I 
will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary 
in the midst of them for evermore. {27} My tabernacle also 
shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people.”

9. Cessation of 
war; peace reigns

(Hosea 2:18)  “And in that day will I make a covenant for them 
with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and 
with the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow 
and the sword and the battle out of the earth, and will make 
them to lie down safely.”

10. The blood 
of Christ is the 
foundation of all 
the blessings of the 
New Covenant

(Zechariah 9:11)  “As for thee also, by the blood of thy 
covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein 
is no water.”
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e. The eschatological implications of the New Covenant
(1) Israel must be restored to their land and preserved as a nation.
(2) She must experience a national conversion, be regenerated, receive 

the forgiveness of sins and the implantation of a new heart.
(3) This takes place following the return of the Messiah to the earth, who 

comes back to effect the salvation, restoration, and blessing of the 
national Israel.
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