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BUILDING BLOCKS OF BIBLE PROPHECY
– Understanding the Relationship of Eschatological Terms –

I. THE TWO FOUNDATION STONES OF BIBLICAL ESCHATOLOGY

A. Your ______________ of interpretation

Literal interpretation as opposed to allegorical/figurative interpretation

B. Your understanding of the Biblical covenants (Abrahamic, Palestinian, and 
Davidic)

1. God made covenants with Israel.
2. Some aspects of these covenants are yet to be fulfilled.
3. They will be fulfilled with Israel (not the _____________).

II. THE RIGHT FOUNDATION ( LITERAL INTERPRETATION) LEADS 
TO THIS VIEW OF BIBLE PROPHECY

A. Dispensationalism — as opposed to _______________ Theology

1. Israel and the church are kept distinct. The Old Testament promises to Israel 
cannot be fulfilled “spiritually” to the church.

2. God has separate programs for Israel and the church....
B. Premillennialism — as opposed to Postmillennialism and 

_______________________

1. Because God will fulfill the covenant promises to Israel.
2. Because there must be a 1,000-year kingdom on earth, 

and
3. Because the Messiah must reign in that 

kingdom, and
4. Jesus will return to earth before the Millennial 

Kingdom begins.

III. THE RIGHT FOUNDATION 
(LITERAL INTERPRETATION) 
AND THE RIGHT VIEW 
OF BIBLE PROPHECY  
(DISPENSATIONAL 
PREMILLENNIALISM) LEADS TO 
THE FOLLOWING UNDERSTANDING 
OF PROPHETIC EVENTS

A. A time of tribulation will bring Israel to repentance and acceptance of her 
Messiah.
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B. A Messiah will come to deliver Israel from her enemies.

C.	 A	millennial	kingdom	will	be	established	during	which	God	will	fulfill	His	
promises to Israel made in the ______________ covenants.

D. Satan will be dealt with permenantly. 

E. There will be a series of resurrections and judgments in the last days.

Premillennialism harmonizes the numerous details given in Scripture regarding this series 
of events. Other ideas include the presence of New Testament believers, the departure 
of those believers, the absence of the church in Revelation 6-19, the purposes of 
resurrections and judgments, the re-creation of the heavens and earth, etc. The sequence 
of prophetic events is identified in the books of ____________, Matthew, and 
Revelation. Dispensational premillennialism is the eschatological system that 
successfully harmonizes the prophecies and does so consistently using a literal 
hermeneutic.

Terms to be familiar with:

1. Covenant Theology is “a system of interpreting the Scriptures on the basis of two 
covenants: the covenant of works and the covenant of grace. Some covenant theologians 
specify three covenants: works, redemption, and grace. Covenant theology teaches that 
God initially made a covenant of __________ with Adam, promising eternal life for obe-
dience and death for disobedience. Adam failed, and death entered the human race. God, 
however, moved to resolve man’s dilemma by entering into a covenant of grace through 
which the problem of sin and death would be overcome. Christ is the ultimate mediator of 
God’s covenant of grace.” (Moody Handbook of Theology, Paul Enns, p. 503).

Covenant theology is a conceptual overview and interpretive _______________ for un-
derstanding the overall flow of the Bible. It uses the theological concept of covenant as an 
organizing principle for Christian theology. The three covenants (works, redemption, and 
grace) are called theological because they are not explicitly presented as such in the Bible 
but are thought to be theologically implicit.

2. Reformed Theology receives its name from being the theology of the reformers. 
This theological position addresses all of the traditional topics of Christian theology. 
Although Reformed Theology is Calvinist theology, the word Calvinism is usually used 
to refer to Calvinism’s views on soteriology and predestination, which are summarized 
in the five points known as TULIP. These five points are called the doctrines of 
____________. Although the doctrines of grace have generally received the greater focus 
in contemporary Calvinism, covenant theology is the historic superstructure that unifies 
the entire system of doctrine. God’s relationship with man is covenantal; that is, He has 
established a relationship with man based on a series of covenants—the covanents of 
redemption, works, and grace. 

3. Dispensationalism is “a system of interpretation that seeks to establish a unity in 
the Scriptures through its central focus on the grace of God. Although dispensationalists 
recognize differing __________________ or dispensations whereby man was put under 
a trust by the Lord, they teach that response to God’s revelation in each dispensation is 
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by faith (salvation is always by grace through faith). Dispensationalists arrive at their 
system of interpretation through two primary principles: (1) maintaining a consistently 
___________ method of interpretation and (2) maintaining a distinction between Israel 
and the church.” (Moody Handbook of Theology, Paul Enns, p. 513).

One of the most important underlying theological concepts for dispensationalism is 
_______________ revelation. Dispensationalists begin with progressive revelation in the 
Old Testament and read forward in a historical sense. Therefore, there is an emphasis on 
a gradually developed unity as seen in the entirety of Scripture. Biblical covenants are 
intricately tied to the dispensations. When these Biblical covenants are compared and 
contrasted, the result is a historical ordering of different dispensations. Also with regard 
to the different Biblical covenant promises, dispensationalism emphasizes to whom these 
promises were written, that is, the original recipients. This has led to certain fundamental 
dispensational beliefs, such as a distinction between Israel and the Church.

4. Preterism is a Christian eschatological view that interprets prophecies of the Bible 
as events which have already ________________. Daniel is interpreted as events 
that happened in the second century BC while Revelation is interpreted as events that 
happened in the first century AD. Preterism holds that ancient Israel finds its continuation 
or fulfillment in the Christian church at the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. The 
term preterism comes from the Latin praeter, which denotes that something is “past” or 
“beyond,” signifying that either all or a majority of Bible prophecy was fulfilled by AD 
70. Adherents of preterism are commonly known as preterists.

5. Chiliasm. Premillennialism has historically been referred as “chiliasm” or 
“millenarianism”. The theological term “premillennialism” did not come into general use 
until the mid-19th century, the modern period in which premillennialism was revived.

6. Millennialism (from millennium, Latin for “thousand years”), or chiliasm in Greek, 
is a belief held by some Christian denominations that there will be a Golden Age or 
Paradise on Earth in which Christ will reign for 1,000 years prior to the final judgment 
and future eternal state. This belief is derived primarily from the Book of Revelation 
20:1–6. 

Among Christians who hold this belief, this is not the “end of the world”, but rather the 
penultimate (second to last) age, the age just prior to the end of Satan’s worldwide system 
in anticipation of a New Heavens and a New Earth under God’s kingdom reign (Rev. 
21:1). Some believe that between the millennium proper and the end of the world there 
will be a brief period in which a final battle with Satan will take place. After this follows 
the Last Judgment.


